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The goal of the International Association for 
Bear Research and Management (IBA) is to 
promote the conservation and restoration 
of the world’s bears through science-based 
research, management, and education.

Mission

A message from  
Executive Director  
Christopher Kelley

It is my pleasure to 
have been hired as 
IBA Executive Director 
at the beginning of 
this year, to help IBA 
leadership continue to 
pursue the structural 

evolution plan while supporting Julia and those 
working on behalf of BCF to meet its resource 
development and grant making goals.

While challenges abound around the world 
these days, IBA is well positioned to continue 
building upon its nearly four decades of 
exceptional work to conserve and manage 
bears and make an even greater global impact 
in years to come.

As we progress, my goal is to implement 
funding, infrastructure development, 
community building and governance strategies 
that will enhance all of what IBA can offer to 
our members, patrons, stakeholders and of 
course the 8 bear species around the world.

Our fundraising goal is to raise over $100,000 
for BCF projects, $50,000 for member-related 
grants and activities and $350,000 to support 
program development and IBA operations. 
There are many ways you and those you 
know can support these goals. Whether by 
establishing a BCF research fellowship in 
recognition of a loved one or colleague, a gift 
of stock or cash or making a connection to 
other funders on our behalf, you can play a 
part in growing IBA resources.

Please contact Julia or me if you have any 
questions, ideas or if you or someone you 
know might be interested in making a gift 
to IBA. As Covid-19 restrictions are lifted in 
the coming months, I will look forward to 
hopefully meeting you in person, but in the 
meantime, I am happy to visit with you via 
videoconference/phone or, if in the western 
USA, in person.
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CLICK TO VIEW*

Interactive map of Research and Conservation 

Grants to check out our 217 projects 
in 40 unique countries.

* https://www.alaskamapscience.com/bear_conservation_fund_grants_map

How do we accomplish our mission?

• All projects rooted in the best available science

• We help young aspiring bear biologists and managers get a step up 
with their careers

• The seed money we give to projects is usually highly leveraged

• We focus on countries and bear populations where the conservation 
need is greatest

• We support local communities through bear education, bear-proofing 
and skillful means towards prosperity where possible

• We network our scientists and managers and provide a supportive 
framework for their success

• We are building a global network of donors who make these things 
possible—thank you donors!

https://www.alaskamapscience.com/bear_conservation_fund_grants_map
*https://www.alaskamapscience.com/bear_conservation_fund_grants_map


THE COST OF TIME LOST
As I write this headline, I know many of you are thinking 
about the effects of the pandemic putting the skids on 
so many efforts to conserve wildlife. But this is not what I 
mean today with this title. The global destruction of wildlife 
species continues at a rapid pace. Headlines like “Humans 
have destroyed 83% of wild mammals, biomass census 
shows,”—are all too common and this crisis continues to grow 
seemingly unabated.

Would you like to do your part to help stem and reverse these 
losses? Now is a great time to do so by supporting the Bear 
Conservation Fund. Bears are not only iconic and lovable 
apex predators. Large carnivores such as bears are critical 
to ecological balance and are among the first to disappear 
from landscapes. Restoring bears helps restore ecosystems, 
with other plant and animal life the beneficiaries of bear 
conservation efforts. One example is in Malaysia and Borneo, 
where sun bears play a critical role in dispersing large seeds 
of rainforest trees. Sun bear presence is thus critical to optimal 
forest health. Many conservation efforts are initiated and meet 
success when bears are the focus. The list of “why bears” goes 
on and on.

I went to hear a talk once about a famous Rabbi, Menachem 
Mendel Schneerson (1902–1994), whose philosophy was 

“Anything worth doing is worth doing now.” Let’s not wait, my 
friends. You are needed. Now is the time to reverse the 
downward spiral of wildlife loss and not let the “cost of 
time lost” mean that we are working with minuscule relict 
populations of bears in fragmented landscapes, trying to save 
what remains.

There is power in acting now. By supporting the Bear 
Conservation Fund today, you can help bears and the 
communities that go with them (including human) thrive. 
That’s the benefit of your dollars now. In addition to our global 
research and conservation projects, we also help launch the 
careers of aspiring young bear biologists and support them 
as the environmental leaders of tomorrow, and that’s the 
future benefit.

To those of you who have contributed this year—I thank you 
so much and know that your dollars are hard at work making 
our planet healthy. For those wishing to join in our cause—I 
welcome your support. All donations are appreciated – as you 
can see by the following notes of thanks from our recipients.

As you turn the pages of this year’s Impact Report, I hope you 
will notice, as I have, the ambitions and enthusiasm of the 
dedicated young conservationists recognized for their work. 
We are not powerless in the face of species loss. Together, 
we can sustain a world where the pawprints and clawmarks of 
these great beasts are visible to our children and our children’s 
children. Together so much is possible. Thank you so much for 
your support.

Thank you! 

Julia Bevins, BVSc, PhD
Chair, Bear Conservation Fund
International Association for Bear Research and Management

Julia Bevins, BCF Chair
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/ikfayuxw7yc0ggk/sanzhar-bear-video.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ikfayuxw7yc0ggk/sanzhar-bear-video.mp4?dl=0


RESEARCH AND CONSERVATION GRANTS, 2020

PROJECT IS PART OF GRADUATE DEGREE
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KYLEE DUNHAM
Polar bear
CANADA

Optimal modeling and monitoring for 
polar bear management and conservation.

“This grant will help us in 
three ways: it increases 
the scope and value of 
our data; it helps us build 
organizational capacity 
within Free the Bears; and 
it will contribute to the 
development of monitoring 
guidelines for sun bears 
and Asiatic black bears, all 
of which result in long-term 
benefits for the conservation 
of bears in Southeast Asia. 
Thank you donors!”

BRIAN CRUDGE
Asiatic black bear, Sun bear
SE ASIA

Evaluating methods for monitoring  
Southeast Asian bears

Southeast Asia is home to two native 
bear species: the Asiatic black bear 
(Ursus thibetanus) and the sun bear 
(Helarctos malayanus). Much remains 
unknown about the ecology of these 
species, largely due to their secretive, 
solitary nature and dense forest habitats 
which make them difficult to study.

Both sun bears and Asiatic black bears 
are threatened throughout their range by 
habitat loss and commercial poaching, 
and it is considered a conservation 
priority to improve our understanding of 
their status throughout SE Asia. Without 
this basic information, it is difficult to 
develop effective conservation strategies 
and interventions.

The long-term goal of this project is 
to develop methods to reliably detect 
population trends so that we can know 
if our efforts to conserve wild bears 
are successful.

Estimates of population size of the Davis Strait polar bear (Ursus maritimus) subpopulation 
are uncertain due, in large part, to the prohibitive costs of conducting regular surveys over 
vast miles of remote ice and ocean. Additionally, there is a great deal of uncertainty about the 
viability of this population because we don’t know how the population will respond to climate 
change, harvest rates, or changing prey availability. We have two goals for our study: one is 
to develop a model that accurately depicts population trends—this model we will base on 
recent data collection efforts, and the second goal is to use these models to develop more 
effective ways to monitor this (the Davis Strait) sub-population to get a better idea of how the 
population is changing over time. We hope the result—effective population monitoring of 
polar bears—will lead to better conservation decisions.

“This IBA Research and Conservation 
grant offers us the opportunity to 
attend scientific conferences to share 
this work will fellow researchers and 
provides much needed funding to 
publish this work in top tier journals 
with hopes to motivate further research 
into the most effective population 
monitoring strategies for polar bears. 
Thank you donors!”
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HENRIETTE WATHNE GELINK
Brown bear
US (YELLOWSTONE)

The impact of blister rust, bark beetle and 
wildfire on the whitebark pine population, and its 
influence on grizzly bear habitat management and 
conservation in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem.

Whitebark pine trees inhabit high-elevation forests in Canada and 
northwestern United States. These trees produce large, fat-rich 
seeds which are important food sources for the Clark’s nutcracker 
(a bird), the red squirrel, and both black and grizzly bears. This high 
elevation ecosystem fully depends on the symbiotic relationship 
between whitebark pine seed availability and the nutcracker’s ability 
to plant these seeds. Any interference may cause cascading effects 
throughout the ecosystem. Now, with changing climate, more 
whitebark pine trees are dying and this imperils the bears that need 
these seeds to fatten up for hibernation. Why are the trees dying? 
How will bears adapt to diminishing food resources? The aim of 
my PhD project is to understand the ecosystem-wide link between 
grizzly bears and the availability of whitebark pine cones during the 
fall, under changing environmental conditions.

“The IBA Research and Conservation Grant has enabled us to assess 
whitebark pine survival and mortality in relation to insect and fungus 
outbreaks, and to understand the underlying environmental factors 
driving beetle infection. We are gaining understanding of how a changing 
environment could affect the management and conservation of grizzly bears 
in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem. I am truly grateful that the IBA has 
given me the opportunity to pursue this project. Thank you donors!”

NEELU SONI
Sloth bear
INDIA

Study of Genetic Variation with 
respect to Geographical Location 
in Indian sloth bears (Melursus 
ursinus) using Single Nucleotide 
Polymorphic (SNPs) markers

Neelu Soni and her team aim to collect blood 
samples from sloth bears throughout the whole 
subcontinent of India, region by region. She 
plans to use a new technique, single nucleotide 
polymorphism (SNPs), to examine the genome 
and population structure of the sloth bear. 
With increasing population losses and habitat 
fragmentation, such information will be invaluable 
in crafting both management plans and 
establishing necessary corridors for this beautiful 
and imperiled species. Thank you donors for 
supporting this ambitious project! 
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REBECCA ZUG
Andean bear
ECUADOR

Andean bear conservation in the eastern 
highlands of Quito: habitat-use and 
connectivity in private protected areas 
and a national park

“The IBA Research and Conservation Grant funding will 
go directly to support our field team and equipment 
purchases. This grant provides the initial funding 
needed to launch the project and trigger the in-kind 
and institutional support committed by our partner 
NGOs and the Universidad San Francisco de Quito. 
We are incredibly grateful to IBA for their confidence 
and support. Thank you donors!”

In Ecuador, Andean bears are threatened by 
habitat loss and fragmentation, illegal hunting, 
and retaliatory killing after conflicts with 
livestock. Despite these pressures, bears have 
been seen within and around the Metropolitan 
District of Quito (MDQ), Ecuador’s capital. 
Our project is a large-scale, multi-year effort 
that will focus on the Andean bear population 
just outside of the eastern MDQ limits in the 
greater Antisana–Cayambe Coca landscape. 
This is a huge area (130 km2), comprised of 
three connected sites where bears have been 
reported: Reserva Chakana (Antisanilla), APH 
Ponce-Paluguillo, and the northwestern corner 
of Reserva Ecologica Antisana. The study 
area is primarily high-altitude páramo habitat, 
includes two rural communities with livestock 
and domestic animals, and is bordered to the 
north and south by well-traveled roads.

Guided by the research objectives of the Andean Bear Action Plan 
for Ecuador (2019), and with the support of two local NGOs, we have 
four focuses for our work: 1) landscape-scale connectivity (we’d love 
to see well established corridors around Quito, protecting bears and 
their movements); 2) An examination of why bears use certain habitats 
and how they are distributed in the paramo; 3) research on the genetic 
variability of bears on both local and national levels; and 4) we plan to 
engage in environmental education and community outreach through 
workshops in collaboration with our NGO partners. Our results will 
directly contribute to conservation actions for this region and the 
national effort to better understand the status and distribution of 
Ecuador’s bear population.
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Discussion with

SANTIAGO MOLINA
Andean bear
ECUADOR

Discussion with Santiago Molina, recipient of the 2018 
Community-Based Conservation award for his work in the 
community of Yunguilla, in the cloud forests near Quito, and 
also the recipient this year along with Becky Zug for a long-
term study of bears in the páramo (alpine tree-less highlands) 
bordering Quito. Santiago was the main organizer for IBA’s 
international conference in Quito in 2017.

On support in the time of the pandemic…

“As with so many of our 
research initiatives, pledged 
support is often withdrawn. 
After the Quito IBA 
conference, support from the 
municipality for Andean bear 
research has been dropped. 
Now, many of my allies and 
collaborators have had to 
step back because money was 
pulled from the San Francisco 
de Quito University because 
of financial hardship wrought 
by the pandemic. Becky Zug 
is an US/Ecuadorian professor 
at that university, who worked 
with me to open up a new 
lab, ‘The Carnivore Ecology 
and Conservation Lab.’ Our 
páramo project is being done 
through that lab, however, 
because of the pandemic, 
we haven’t been able to 
use our new physical space at 
the university.

We have three organizations that are active allies in our work, 
the National Water Fund (FONAG), the Andean Condor 
Foundation and the Jocotoco Foundation, which is the 
foundation that owns the Chakana/Antisanilla reserve. They’re 
really great partners. The IBA has been a mainstay for us 
financially. Right now, it’s the IBA that is funding the bear 
projects in the Quito area. Also, our friends in the IBA helped 
us procure the additional 20 camera traps we needed to make 
this project successful.

I have a strong sense that all members of the IBA and we are 
following the same path. We’re really trying to conserve bears 
and are willing to ‘put our chests to the bullets’ for that end.“

On Andean bears in the grassy highlands versus the lower 
altitude cloud forests…

“Most of the work I’ve done has been in the cloud forest and 
now I’m working in the páramo: the alpine, grassy highlands. 
The páramo is special and the bears are different. There’s not 
much food and the bears have to cover large distances to find 
the clusters of bromeliads that sustain them and they also have 
to hunt. Recently, a friend was able to film an Andean bear that 
hunted a deer and this is the first film of this predation.

In an area northwest of 
Quito, since 2008, Andean 
bears have come every year 
on a seasonal basis to feed 
on a type of wild avocado 
fruit, high up in the cloud 
forest canopy, and then 
they are gone. People in the 
immediate area are deriving 
profits from the presence of 
Andean bears but no one 
else is getting those benefits. 
Instead, as we gradually 
create more and more of a 
human-dominated landscape, 
and patches of cloud forests 
are cut on remote hillsides 
for cattle grazing, bears come 
into contact with these poorly 
managed small herds, and 
they kill cattle. Once a bear 
tastes beef (good animal 
protein) they like it. Yunguilla, 
a small community just 
northeast of this area, didn’t 

want bears. The old-time farmers don’t want more Andean 
bear projects, they just want compensation for the death of 
their cows. We’ve found that we can’t compensate for cattle 
that are not well managed. It’s just not practical when cattle 
are raised on the edges of cloud forests and are semi-wild.

We are working also in villages near Yunguilla, which share 
the same landscape. Beginning next month we’re going to 
place camera traps in areas where cattle graziers have had 
conflicts with bears. We’ll also engage in mitigation activities. 
There’s one area where in the last 10 years there’s been a loss 
of 25 cows and people think it’s bears that are taking them. I 
think pumas and dogs are more to blame—not feral dogs, but 
free-range dogs that belong to a household. I have to show 
people in these communities what is really taking place so that 
bears are not seen as the villain.

This is a pilot project that we’d like to replicate if 
it’s successful.”

Sometimes we do super-hero moves to keep up with 
Andean bears who love steep terrain.
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What do you hope to accomplish long-term?

“The area around Quito has become more important with 
a new biosphere declaration, the Chocó Andino-Pichincha 
Biosphere Reserve, Ecuador. This is a huge area that includes 
part of the city of Quito. The logo of the reserve has a shape 
of a bear mixed with lines from graphs of ancient tribes. 
It’s been 2 years since the declaration and now there is an 
important participatory process to create the conservation plan 
for the reserve, an exciting time.

I would like to see all our reserves managed for wildlife 
species, with feral and domestic dogs kept in check. I’d like 
to see well managed cattle herds that are adequately tended. 
I’d like to see these smaller communities around Quito where 
there are lots of bears, develop sources of income partially 
based on bear tourism. I’d like to see less cloud forest cut for 
cattle ranching—especially in areas that are critical corridors 
for Andean bears. I’d like to see these corridors properly 
identified and managed. The corridor that is so important 
to our last study is the one between Antisana and Cayambe-
Coca. This area is extremely important not only because there 
are bears and other wildlife, but also because it supplies fresh 
water to Quito. Two million people depend on it.

An important part of what we’d like to accomplish is the citizen 
science. The people enjoying Ecuador’s wildlife are foreigners, 
not people from Quito. I’d like to see that change and have 
Ecuadorians exploring and enjoying respectfully the wild lands 
around Quito, and through special tourism programs be able 
to have a ‘beary experience.’

I’m still in my search for a PhD program with Andean bears. I’d 
love to undertake a study with a focus on landscapes that work 
well for bear corridors.

The IBA has supported me from the beginning. Its members 
and I are the same. We are facing the same issues. Bear 
people are so friendly, they understand what I am going 
through, and when I have questions or I could use some help, 
what I get is a ‘yes’ again and again.”
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VINCENZO PENTERIANI
Brown bear
SPAIN

First telemetry project to study subadult dispersal in the 
small, isolated and endangered brown bear population in 
the Cantabrian Mountains

“The funding from IBA has enabled 
us to launch this project studying a 
population of bears that hasn’t been 
studied and is currently threatened 
with extinction. We want to establish a 
foundation for community-based sloth 
bear conservation through education 
and capacity development, and this 
grant is our first step towards that goal. 
Thank you donors!”

“The IBA grant allows us to start the 
telemetry project this year. The information 
we will get from this telemetry study will be 
crucial for the long-term conservation of this 
species in the Cantabrian Mountains. Thank 
you donors!”

MANOJ POKHAREL
Sloth bear
NEPAL

Conservation of sloth bears in the 
Trijuga Forests of Nepal.

In the Cantabrian Mountains of northern Spain exists 
one of the smallest and most isolated brown bear 
populations in all of Europe—in an area characterized 
by a high density of people, buildings and roads. These 
few bears are split into two sub-populations with little 
geographic connection.

Using telemetry, we are studying juvenile dispersal 
so we can see how these bears move through this 
human-dominated landscape and examine sources of 
mortality. The results will help us establish appropriate 
wildlife corridor(s) between the two sub-populations, 
ensuring sufficient genetic diversity and adding habitat 
for this imperiled but expanding population of bears.

With less than 250 sloth bears 
estimated to exist in Nepal, building 
knowledge about what remains is 
critical for effective conservation 
action. Local people in the Trijuga 
forest of eastern Nepal have provided 
reports of the presence of sloth 
bears in their area but there has 
been no scientific validation of this 

information. The region is not a protected zone, and there is a lot of 
human activity. Negative attitudes towards sloth bears are prevalent 
among the locals because of the bears’ aggressiveness, leading to 
frequent human attacks. In the absence of immediate conservation 
measures, this small and isolated bear population may disappear.

This project will assess the presence of sloth bears in the Trijuga 
forest. We plan to engage locals in education programs on sloth 
bear ecology and conservation importance, so that adverse human-
sloth bear interactions will be minimized going forwards. With 
the provision of hands-on training in wildlife survey techniques 
to two local field assistants, this project also supports capacity 
development of the locals in wildlife conservation.

View video of brown bear footage 
in Spain’s Cantabrian Mountains:

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=QfpJmjv4zYk
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To our 
donors: 
You Made a 
Difference

“Our gratitude to all the bear lovers and 
donors for supporting our field research 
for a lesser-known and least studied bear 
species. Thank you donors!”

SANDEEP SHARMA
Sun bear
MALAYSIA

Efficacy of eDNA methods for 
monitoring sun bear populations

Sun bears are an elusive species and it is difficult 
to both assess and monitor populations. With 
support from the IBA’s Research and Conservation 
grant, we have initiated a study to develop a suite 
of non-invasive methods for efficient monitoring 
of the sun bear populations. We are also 
building local capacity for sun bear research and 
conservation with this grant. In 2020, field research 
and capacity building activities were seemingly 
a mammoth task due to the pandemic but our 
collaborative efforts made it possible!

VIJAY KUMAR KOLI
Sloth bear
RAJASTHAN (INDIA)

Sloth bear ecology in the dry 
forests of southern Rajasthan: 
multi-season occupancy, and 
year-long diet

From Vijay: “The IBA grant will help 
fulfill our two research priorities for 
sloth bears in south-central Rajasthan’s 
semi-arid forests and also enable the 
completion of one PhD dissertation. 
The grant will enable him to verse 
with sloth bear research in South Asia. 
Our findings will be applicable in the 
entire range of the species. I greatly 
appreciate your support!”

From Gopi: “It is grand to take on 
work of a species that is both widely 
distributed but also mysterious in its 
ways due to a paucity of work. It is also 
exciting to be undertaking work in a 
landscape previously unexplored for 
sloth bear ecology, and to do this with 
a student who will achieve a PhD from 
this work. Kudos to the IBA for grants 
such as this allows important projects 
to be implemented—and thank you for 
choosing our project to support!”

Vijay Kumar Koli and K.S. Gopi Sundar

Many areas in which sloth bears exist experience drastic seasonal 
change. How do bears cope? What do they eat? In the dry 
deciduous forests of the arid and semi-arid tracks of India—a 
poorly studied habitat type that covers a significant portion of the 
sloth bear’s distribution, we know little.

We want to find out why bears choose the habitats they do over 
the seasons and also link that with what we find out about their 
year-long diet. We’ve chosen two contiguous wildlife sanctuaries 
namely Kumbhalgarh and Todgarh-Raoli in southern Rajasthan 
for this study. We’ll look at food sources over the seasons and 
determine how much sloth bears rely on wild species or crops 
grown in areas adjoining the sanctuaries. The project’s findings 
will help understand sloth bear ecology in a previously ignored 
population and, in addition, we will get a better understanding of 
how human activities are influencing bear behavior.
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Arkay Foundation

Todd Atwood

Julia Bevins

Kadya Chavkin

Cincinnati Zoo and 
Botanical Gardens

Christine Clarke

Tony Colonnese

Glen Contreras

Christophe Coret/ AVES France

Marissa D’Agostini

Jeff Dean/ Creative Fires Studio, 
in memory of Fred Dean

Thomas Delong/ ABR, Inc.

Mimi Applegate Elder, in memory 
of Glen Contreras

Elizabeth Grace Fuller Bivins Fund

Charles G. Evans

Elizabeth Fadali

Joyce E. Follingstad Trust

Marilyn Fox, in memory of 
Glen Contreras

Tricia Fry

Rémy Gaillot/Parc Animalier 
d’Auvergne

John Glover

David Graber

Tabitha Graves

John Hechtel

Grant Hilderbrand

Elisabeth Holmgren

Homer Bear 
Conservation Fund

Neville Jacobs

John Sheldon Bevins 
Memorial Foundation

Wayne Kasworm

Mary Ethel Keirstead

Nora Kelly

Little Rock Zoo

Major Marine Tours

Margene West Lloyd

Linda Masterson

Gary Matson

Judy Meuth

Sterling Miller

Marci Milligan

Alan Mitchell

Eric Nelson

Karen Noyce

Katherine Parker & Mike Gillingham

Joshua & Kellie Peirce

Eric Pelletier

Theodore Pinsky

Harry Reynolds

Charley Rowland

John & Ginny Rowland & Vincenti

Amy Ruf

Brian Scheick

Jason Schmitt

Michael J Schneider

John Schoen

Pixie Siebe

Rick Sitts

Patti Sowka

Helen Stahmann

Joyce Stahmann

Cody Stetzel

Sandra Stevens

Jennapher Teunissen Van Manen

Lucy Vanstone

Nick and Eleanor Waterman

Scott Waterman

Kol Zarember

And other generous donors who 
wish to remain anonymous.

Thank you for your generous support 
of the Bear Conservation Fund. 

Quyanaq

谢谢

Gracias

धन्यवाद

This list reflects donations received between  
February 16, 2019 and December 31, 2019. 

Early 2020 donations will be reflected in the 2021 Impact Report.
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INCOME REPORT CARD AND ALLOCATIONS 2020
Well, 2020 has been quite the year for the International 
Association for Bear Research and Management and its 
program the Bear Conservation Fund. As of January 1st, 
we’ve had our new Executive Director, Chris Kelley, on 
board, bringing decades of fundraising and management 
experience to the organization, and all sorts of good things 
are afoot! Financial support for his position and also that of 
our Director of Transition, Jennapher Teunissen Van Manen, 
has been provided by a very generous anonymous donor, a 
long time supporter of the Bear Conservation Fund. Thank 
you anonymous donor! Your support has been crucial to our 
organization’s transition into a broader role in worldwide 
bear conservation. This year the IBA also has taken 17% 
of donations to help fund operating expenses, including 
the services of a professional accountant and our very first 
organizational audit. This audit, successfully completed with 
no glitches, will help us procure the support of foundations 
and other funding prospects.

The cutoff for donations supporting grants made in 2020 was 
moved to December 31st of 2019, and so donations that 
came in after December 31st have been allocated to grants 
that will be made in early 2021. This meant we had a shorter 
fundraising year. Some donors who regularly give in January 
or February of the year didn’t see their dollars reflected in 
this set of grants. Our total income in 2019 was therefore a 
little shorter this year.

Donations received between February 14, 2019 and 
December 2019, totaled $71,597. The chart below reflects 
our allocations to various programs. Operations were 
funded at $9,278. Research and Conservation Grants 
(R&CG) received $54,576 in 2019, with an additional 
carryover for our community-based conservation grant of 
$15,000 which is not reflected in this chart. Experience 
and Exchange Grants received $3,204 (carryover from 
2018 brought this to $5,193) and $4,196 was allocated to 
conference travel which will be spent for scholarships to 
our big international conference in Kalispell in 2021. With 
the carryover from 2018 for conference travel, that means 
that $9,278 is available to bring students and international 
travelers to our conference in Kalispell, Montana, in 
September, and that is an ideal figure from which to draw our 
usual scholarships.

We all sincerely hope the timing of the control of the 
pandemic allows for an in-person conference rather than a 
virtual one, partially because the ties of friendships made 
at these conferences and the networking that goes along 
with it have been a propelling force for great bear science, 
conservation and management.

Private donations from individuals continue to comprise an 
increasing portion of annual revenues relative to the John 
Sheldon Bevins Memorial Foundation, IBA’s initial funding 
source, and the Homer Bear Conservation Fund, IBA’s 
internal endowment. Private donations ranged from $18 to 
$10,000. We appreciate donations of any size. Every dollar 
helps bear conservation.

Our important work 
to conserve bears 
goes on—even with 
the obstacles of a 
pandemic year. You 
can be proud of what 
we’ve accomplished 
together.
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EXPERIENCE AND EXCHANGE GRANTS, 2020
Sandeep Sharma 
This project will be a collaborative effort among three biologists: Shyamala Ratnayeke (associate professor at Sunway 
University), Wong Siew Te (CEO and founder of the Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre (BSBCC), and myself. The 
purpose of the visit is to conduct a pilot study on the use of leeches, dung beetles, and claw marks as sources of sun 
bear DNA, so that we may be able to better assess and monitor sun bear populations. 

Dylan McCart 
I’ll be travelling from the Canadian Polar Bear Habitat in Cochrane, Ontario to the Cincinnati Zoo and will be analyzing 
fecal samples collected for my graduate thesis at York University to examine testosterone in relation to social dynamics 
in polar bears.

I expect to learn laboratory techniques from leading reproductive physiologists in North America, gain a better 
understanding of polar bear endocrinology, and have a chance to cross-train with animal care staff at the Cincinnati Zoo. 
Most importantly, I will learn how I can apply all of those valuable assets to better assist polar bears in human care and 
in the wild. Thank you donors!

Zachary David 
I’m traveling from the USA to the Agra Bear Rescue Facility in India to study metabolic rates (MR) of sloth bears, thought 
to have the lowest metabolism of all bears. Understanding MR is a key aspect of bear conservation; for example, 
the high field metabolic rate (FMR) of polar bears makes them particularly vulnerable to the loss of on-ice hunting 
opportunities, while the relatively low FMR of giant pandas has been used to estimate the bamboo forest area required 
to support recovering populations. Thank you donors for this unique opportunity to study an important aspect of the 
basic biology of the sloth bear!

LOOK AT WHAT WE’VE DONE TOGETHER. THANK YOU, DONORS!

Research and Conservation Grants funded, by species. 1993–2020.

GRANTS SPECIES

74 BROWN BEAR

37 ANDEAN BEAR

26 ASIATIC  
BLACK BEAR

22 MULTI-BEAR  
SPECIES* 

21 SUN BEAR

20 SLOTH BEAR

8 POLAR BEAR

7 AMERICAN  
BLACK BEAR

2 GIANT PANDA

217 TOTAL

* Mostly Asiatic black bears  
and sun bears.
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The International Association for Bear Research and Management 
stands committed to conserve the world’s eight great bear species. 

Through your help, bear by bear, this becomes a reality. 

Donors, thank you so much for your support.

LOOK AT WHAT WE’VE DONE TOGETHER. THANK YOU, DONORS!
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ABOUT THE INTERNATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION FOR BEAR 
RESEARCH AND MANAGEMENT 
(IBA)
The International Association for Bear Research and Management 
(IBA) is a non-profit 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization open to 
professional biologists, wildlife managers, and others dedicated to 
the conservation of all 8 bear species. The organization has over 
550 members from over 50 countries. It supports the scientific 
management of bears by funding research and distributing 
scientific information. The IBA sponsors international conferences 
on all aspects of bear biology, ecology, and management, 
supporting face-to-face networking and exchange of current 
information. The IBA also publishes Ursus, a journal of peer-
reviewed scientific papers.

ABOUT THE BEAR 
CONSERVATION FUND
The Bear Conservation Fund (BCF) is a program of the International 
Association for Bear Research and Management (IBA), created to 
manage funds for IBA’s grants programs. Donations to the BCF 
come from annual charitable distributions of the John Sheldon 
Bevins Memorial Foundation and the Homer Bear Conservation 
Fund, as well as from generous individual donors and zoos. The 
Bear Conservation Fund was initiated in 2004 to expand a 12-year 
conservation grants program funded by the Bevins Foundation. 
Now, each year the BCF brings in approximately $100,000 that 
supports 10–15 Research & Conservation grants, 1–4 Experience 
and Exchange Grants, and from 8-15 scholarships for travel to IBA’s 
international conferences.

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION  
FOR BEAR RESEARCH AND  
MANAGEMENT (IBA) OFFICERS

John Hechtel (USA)
President

Dr. Andreas Zedrosser (Norway)
Past-President

Dr. Mei-Hsui Hwang (Taiwan)
Vice President, Eurasia

Dr. Karyn Rode (USA)
Vice President, Americas

Dr. Alexander Kopatz (Norway)
Secretary

Dr. Jennifer Fortin-Noreus (USA)
Treasurer (through September 2020)

Dr. Jared Laufenberg (USA)
Treasurer (beginning October 2020)

COUNCILLORS

Dr. Marta De Barba (Italy)

Dr. Agnieska Sergiel (Poland)

Gordon Stenhouse (Canada)

Dr. Anne Hertel (Germany)

Dr. Karine Pigeon (Canada)

Dr. Konstantin Tirronen (Russia)

STAFF

Christopher Kelley (USA)
Executive Director

Jennapher Teunissen van Manen
Director of Transition

Bears keep me humble. They help me to keep the 
world in perspective and to understand where I fit 
on the spectrum of life. We need to preserve the 
wilderness and its monarchs for ourselves, and for 
the dreams of children. We should fight for these 
things as if our life depended on it, because it does.

– Wayne Lynch from Bears: Monarchs  
of the Northern Wilderness, 1993

Bear Conservation Fund

Julia Bevins, BVSc, PhD, Chair
PO Box 31 
Homer, AK 99603, USA
+1 907 223 3483
julia.bevins@bearbiology.org

General Inquiries for the International Association 
for Bear Research and Management:

Jennapher Teunissen van Manen, Director of Transition
+1 530 379 5476
jennapher.teunissenvanmanen@bearbiology.org

bearbiology.org
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