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Julia Bevins, BCF Chair

The goal of the 
International Association 
for Bear Research 
and Management 
(IBA) is to promote 
the conservation 
and restoration of 
the world’s bears 
through science-based 
research, management, 
and education.

Sun bears are a beautiful, sleek, small bear, the most arboreal of bear 
species. They are a marvel to watch as they navigate the delicate 
canopies, and smooth pillar-like trunks of rainforest trees in the tropics 
of mainland SE Asia, Borneo and Sumatra. One would think that rain 
would hamper their activities because of the resulting slipperiness of the 
surfaces they navigate- but rather, they love the rain and watching their 
antics in a rainstorm is one of the great wonders of the world. They are 
a critical part of the tropical rainforest ecosystems they inhabit because 
they spread the large seeds of certain species of rainforest trees.

During 2019, the Bear Specialist Group (BSG) Action Fund sent delegates 
from Laos to the planning workshop “Developing Population Monitoring 
Guidelines for Asian bears.” The workshop was wonderfully successful and 
was the first step in crafting a comprehensive action plan for the sun bear, 
the most vulnerable and least studied of the bear species.

Mission

CLICK TO VIEW Sun Bear Action Plan

http://bit.ly/SunBearActionPlan_Abridged_2_1
http://bit.ly/SunBearActionPlan_Abridged_2_1


Bear conservation—that’s what we do. The IBA is dedicated 
to conserving these magnificent and extraordinary animals 

across the globe, all eight species in 4 continents. The Bear 
Conservation Fund, under the International Association for 
Bear Research and Management (IBA) provides grants to do 
just that.

The world’s news is full of stories of wildlife loss with habitat 
degradation, human incursion and a warming planet. 
Thanks to your generosity, the Bear Conservation Fund 
provides opportunities for young biologists to engage in the 
conservation, study and preservation of bears and their habitat 
around the world. When I look at the projects we are funding 
year to year for bears, the feeling I get is one of delight. Time 
after time, population after population, due to the hard work 
and skill of our biologists and managers on the ground, we are 
able to hold off losses or at least, slow the trend.

Thanks to you, the young conservationists I meet have 
big smiles. For many it is a dream come true to be able 
to work with bears. They are passionate about their work. 
I’ve heard from many that the IBA feels like a big family to 
them. Bear biologists- they are each other’s friends, mentors 
and champions. Through your dollars, not only are bear 
populations supported in this way, young people’s careers are 
getting launched and many times wild lands are protected.

I only wish we could do more. I looked over the list of projects 
that were turned down for lack of sufficient funds, and each 
one looked great. These days, the call for conservation 
dollars is from people who are in a position to really make a 
difference. A majority of the proposals the IBA receives are 
worthy of funding, yet we have only enough dollars to fund 
the top ranked projects. Each worthy proposal that doesn’t get 
funded is an opportunity lost. It makes me determined to do 
more, give more, work harder.

So, enjoy this little report that has so many thank yous from our 
grant recipients. And for you as donors, I’m continually looking 
for ways to bring more engagement. In September 21-25th, 
2020, the IBA’s international conference will be in Kalispell, MT, 
a beautiful place. If there is a chance you can be in the area at 
that time let me know. I welcome the opportunity to introduce 
you to the people you have supported and show you the effect 
of your dollars at work.

Thank you! 

Julia Bevins, BVSc, PhD
Chair, Bear Conservation Fund
International Association for Bear Research and Management

“And so, As if often the case, 
as you save a charismatic, a 
totemic animal like the bear, 
this amazing life form in the 
middle of the desert, you end 
up saving quite a majestic 
wildlife community.”

-Doug Chadwick
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RESEARCH AND CONSERVATION GRANTS, 2019

PROJECT IS PART OF GRADUATE DEGREE
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ARZOO MALIK
sloth bear
INDIA

Monitoring and evaluation of 
identified potential water sources 
for sloth bears aimed at alleviating 
conflict and human injuries

“I am incredibly grateful to IBA and the Homer Fund for their support 
of this project which will use over a thousand interview surveys and 
over a hundred bear sign strip transects to help devise monitoring 
methods for bears in Southeast Asia. With this support we have been 
able to begin to address one of the priority goals for the long-term 
survival of sun bears, as identified in the sun bear conservation action 
plan—the first range-wide plan for the conservation of any terrestrial 
bear species. On behalf of Free the Bears, I thank the donors for 
helping to secure a future for bears in Southeast Asia.”

“A big thank you to IBA and donors, 
enabling me to continue the research 
I am passionate about. The sloth bear 
is among the unappreciated species 
competing with other important 
flagship species like tigers and Asiatic 
lions for its conservation in India. I don’t 
think this would have been possible 
without the generosity of IBA helping 
students like me for putting ideas into 
reality. I look forward to continuing to 
collaborate with IBA in the future.“

BRIAN CRUDGE
Asiatic black bear, sun bear
SE ASIA

Evaluating methods for monitoring  
Southeast Asian bears
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JULIA 
QUIROGA
Andean bear
BOLIVIA

The Andean bear in the 
Dry Forest of Bolivia

All the information we are 
generating in the project will 
serve as a baseline for Andean 
bear conservation actions 
in the Andean dry forests in 
central Bolivia, currently not 
considered as the species 
official distribution according 
to IUCN.

Current Andean bear official distribution does not consider dry 
forests of the Bolivian Andes as suitable habitats, which makes 
the species more vulnerable to extinction in these areas. With the 
information generated in the project and the help of the team, we 
will better understand the ecological requirements and interactions 
of this species and other carnivores and, most importantly, people. 
Then, we plan to propose an update of the species distribution and, 
build a conservation and monitoring strategy for Andean bear for the 
Lagarpampa and El Palmar protected areas.

“Thanks to the R&C grant from IBA, my team 
and I were able to deploy 40 camera trap 
stations and ensure their operation for a full 
year. Moreover, we train and build capacity of 
our field team, consisting of Bolivian Biology 
bachelor students, local field guides and 
park rangers.”
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“I am always humbled to find myself under the IBA umbrella —
the nicest umbrella a bear nerd could ever be under!”

The iDNA method 
(identification of bears using 
insect-derived DNA) was 
initially tested and optimized 
for brown bear monitoring 
in Greece by Angeliki 
Savvantoglou. Angeliki 
carried out commonly 
used surveys alongside 
fly sampling, to test the 
effectiveness of iDNA in 
monitoring brown bears.

ANGELIKI SAVVANTOGLOU 
Andean bear, Asiatic black bear, sun bear
CAMBODIA, ECUADOR

What can flies tell us about bears? The use of invertebrate-derived DNA in tropical bear species monitoring

Working with bears is a wonderful endeavor, as 
long as you make peace with the fact you might 
not see one very often! Bears, especially in the 
tropics, are particularly elusive and seems to 
do their absolute best to avoid human contact. 
In fact, it is not just humans that fail to detect 
them, but also commonly used monitoring 
techniques (such as camera traps and spoor 
surveys) seem less effective when it comes to 
detecting bears in tropical regions. From a 
species conservation perspective, this is a very 
challenging issue. If you don’t know where 
an animal is and how many of them are in an 
area, it is impossible to assess their population 
status, propose protection zones based on the 
animal’s distribution and produce conservation 
management plans. The use of effective 
monitoring techniques will be essential for the 
long-term conservation of elusive tropical bear 
species. Enter flies!

Flies, as we are all 
familiar with, have some 
interesting feeding 
habits. In the wild, they 
often feed on animal 
remains or feces and in 
the process of ingesting 
them, a fly invariably 
ingests the animal’s 
genetic material. Using 

simple laboratory analyses, it is possibly to trace 
those tiniest fragments of DNA and detect your 
target species in the sample. The technique is 
called Invertebrate derived DNA (iDNA) and it 
is a survey method that extracts and identifies 
traces of genetic material found in the digestive 
tract of invertebrates. Simply put, you travel 
backwards, from a fly’s gut, to a scat and from 
that to the target animal itself!

This project tests iDNA as an alternative 
monitoring method for Andean, sun and 
Asiatic black bears. I am collaborating with 
two teams who already work on the target 
species, with Brian Crudge, Research Program 

Manager for Free the Bears in Cambodia (Sun 
and Asiatic black bears), and PhD researcher 
Eva Filipczyková in Ecuador, as field team 
leaders. Right now, I’m analyzing samples from 
Cambodia at the University of the West of 
England and Eva’s team is currently collecting 
samples in Ecuador. We are all looking forward 
to finding some tiny traces of bear in wild-
caught flies!

This grant has given us the opportunity to test 
a method novel for the detection of bears 
in the field. It will also cover the analysis of 
the entire genetic material in the sample, to 
create mammalian diversity index for the two 
study areas. We envision the development of a 
technique that will allow for accurate, rapid and 
low-cost surveys in teams monitoring bears in 
remote areas and with very low budget.

The input IBA had, from the formation of this 
collaboration in the last IBA conference in 
Slovenia, to the enthusiastic nature of everyone 
involved, is immeasurable.

As a young researcher, stepping into the world 
of bears (all be it with a sample pot full of flies), 
I am truly humbled by the trust and help I have 
been given to pursue this project. I am deeply 
thankful to the generous donors for putting 
their trust on flies and our team, and allowing 
us to go forward with this study, leading to 
more comprehensive and effective conservation 
actions for Andean bears in Colombia.
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“Funds from IBA has turned my Sloth bear research plan 
into reality. I have been able to start data collection 
right away with high confidence. I hope to get new 
insights and good results. Thank you all the donors for 
having a big heart. I hope that my project will breach 
current knowledge gap on the current distribution, 
diversity and threats to Sloth bears in Nepal and trigger 
bear conservation actions in days to come.”

“This grant provides funds to 
remotely collect movement 
data from wild sloth bears, 
which is key to this study and 
without which the project could 
not have happened. This is 
the largest GPS study of sloth 
bears to ever take place and 
will provide incredible insight 
into the general ecology of this 
species and how in turn how to 
conserve them. We are most 
grateful for the grant.”

THOMAS SHARP
Sloth and sun bear
INDIA

Collaring Sloth Bears in  
Chhattisgarh, India

RAJAN PAUDEL
sloth bear
NEPAL

Assessment of Distribution, Habitat Use 
and Genetic Structure of Sloth Bear in 
Fragmented Foot-hills of Nepal Himalayas

CLICK TO VIEW
Interactive map of Research and Conservation Grants
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SALVIAMO L’ORSO
Marsican brown bear
ITALY

Marsican Bear Smart Community 
Valle Roveto-Ernici

Without IBA’s grant we wouldn’t be 
able to work in local communities to 
address adverse perceptions of bears, 
where our population is expanding 
and bears are moving into new areas. 
We help farmers and beekeepers 
secure their businesses and we’ve also 
been able to assess the danger of a 
major highway to bears and make a 
recommendations for mitigating that 
danger. Thank you donors!

Through this grant, we’ve sown the 
first seeds to link the current Marsican 
brown bears’ habitat with the closest, 
best available habitat into which 
that population can expand through 
creating a safe crossing for bears—
through a valley with significant human 
presence and activity.

NEELU SONI
sloth bear
INDIA

Study of Genetic Variation with 
respect to Geographical Location 
in Indian Sloth Bears (Melursus 
ursinus) using Single Nucleotide 
Polymorphic (SNPs) markers

Neelu Soni and her team aim to collect blood 
samples from sloth bears throughout the whole 
subcontinent of India, region by region. She plans to 
use a new technique, single nucleotide polymorphism 
(SNPs), to examine the genome and population 
structure of the sloth bear. With increasing population 
losses and habitat fragmentation, such information 
will be invaluable in crafting both management 
plans and establishing necessary corridors for this 
beautiful and imperiled species. Thank you donors for 
supporting this ambitious project! 
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“The grant provided me the opportunity 
to initiate a completely new project 
on an endangered population of 
brown bears in a region where I have 
never worked previously. Thank you 
donors, for helping me take the first 
steps to filling knowledge gaps on the 
Himalayan population of brown bears.”

“With your funding 
support, we were 
able to initiate this 
first-ever project to 
understand what sloth 
bears eat, using the 
advanced techniques of 
DNA analysis.”

SANDEEP SHARMA 
sloth bear
INDIA

Metabarcoding of sloth bear  
(Melursus ursinus) diet: a pilot study

TRISHNA DUTTA 
brown bear
INDIA

Monitoring Himalayan brown bear 
(Ursus arctos isabellinus) population 
by high-throughput noninvasive 
genotyping: a pilot study

Through this grant, my team and I were able to 
address conservation issues on the brown bear, 
which are well studied in Europe and America, but 
the Asian populations have rarely been studied. We 
have initiated a pilot study to optimize field and 
laboratory (genetic) protocols using completely 
noninvasive samples (feces) to assess the status and 
monitor the population in the region. We are working 
in collaboration with local researchers and forest staff, 
and will conduct a training workshop to build capacity 
in the region. Our goal is to fill gaps in knowledge on 
the status of the population, and we hope to establish 
a long term research and conservation project in this 
spectacular part of the world, rich in biodiversity.
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“The IBA grant provided me the opportunity to 
initiate a long term conservation effort for Asiatic 
black bear in Machiara National Park in Kashmir 
Himalaya, Pakistan. It is difficult to procure funding 
for bear conservation in this little known and 
remote part of the Himalayas. Thank you donors 
for supporting our efforts to conserve the Asiatic 
black bear and its habitat. We would not have been 
able to launch this project without your support.”

MUHAMMAD NAEEM AWAN 
Asiatic black bear
PAKISTAN

Assessing Space use and conflicts of Asiatic black bear in Machiara National Park, 
Kashmir Himalaya, Pakistan: Towards Conservation Action planning

 NEDA BOGDANOVIĆ
brown bear
SERBIA

The Valley of Azad Jammu and Kashmir is a 
mountainous area which holds the Machiara 
National Park (MNP), a major Asiatic black bear 
habitat. Over the years, there has been a decline 
in the range of Asiatic black bear in Pakistan 
due to an increase in human population, loss 
of habitat from logging, access to firearms by 
farmers in areas where bears raid crop fields or 
depredate livestock, uncontrolled forest fires 
and illegal trade in bear parts and live cubs. 

Around MNP, locals depend upon the natural 
resources of the area, entering the park to 
graze their cattle and cut trees for timber and 
firewood. This has brought bears into direct 
contact with humans. Bears cause damage to 
crops and kill livestock in local communities and 

hunting of the Asiatic black bear is often done 
in retaliation- they feel they need to defend 
themselves and their livelihoods from future 
attacks. Larger animals, in particular males, are 
also hunted for their fat.

The increase in human-bear conflicts are 
troubling. In order to ensure the conservation 
of the species in MNP, we need to know how 
bears use the landscape and explore further the 
nature, patterns and origins of this human-bear 
conflict. We intend to procure baseline data on 
the Asiatic black bear in MNP so that effective 
conservation strategies and a management plan 
can be laid out for the bear’s long term survival. 
Thank you donors!

“Thank you for this E&E Grant, which allowed me an amazing 
and very useful exchange with the Scandinavian Brown Bear 
Research Project at the University of South-Eastern Norway.”

 There, I obtained training in the use 
of GPS-collared animals, and analyzed 
movement and activity patterns of 
brown bears from Serbia. I found this 
stay very helpful, especially when it 
comes to statistical analyses. Because 
we used the software R for all analyses, 
I can say that my knowledge about this 
software improved significantly and 
it’s use will be extremely important 
for the next steps of my PhD research. 
Brown bears have been monitored for 
more than 10 years in Serbia, but only 
one paper has been published due to 
the lack of expertise in data analysis. 
What I learned about this software will 
significantly improve further research of 
brown bears in Serbia and contribute to 
better conservation and management 
of the species. The findings from my 

research visit will be published and used 
for creating a local management plan for 
a Serbian brown bear population.

I especially want to thank my host – 
Professor Andreas Zedrosser, who 
helped me a lot, both in understanding 
this complex analysis and encourage me 
to start exploring this topic on my own. I 
would also like to thank Dr. Anne Hertel, 
who helped me improve my statistical 
programming skills. Beside significant 
improvement of my research, this visit 
has enabled me to meet many PhD 
and post-doc students from different 
countries, which is very important for 
networking and my future progress as a 
young researcher.
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INCOME REPORT 
CARD AND 
ALLOCATIONS 2019
2019 has been a year of change at the IBA. 
Funding has been secured to hire Chris 
Kelley as Executive Director, who will start 
January 1, 2020. Chris brings decades of 
fundraising and management experience to 
the organization, and we wish him the best 
in his new position to move the IBA forward.

The IBA council has made the decision to 
put the fundraising cycle on a calendar basis 
for the Bear Conservation Fund (BCF) for 
ease of accounting. The BCF is the grants 
program of the IBA under which donations 
are taken in and conservation awards made. 
Thus the cutoff for donations for grants 
made in 2020 will be December 31 of 2019.

Donations received between February 
14th, 2018 and February 15th, 2019 totaled 
$85,538. Research and Conservation 
Grants (R&CG) received $76,619 in 
2019, Experience and Exchange Grants 
received 10% of non-specified funds at 
$4228 with carry over for next year, and 
$4739 (5%) was allocated to conference 
travel which will be spent for scholarships to 
our big international conference in Kalispell 
in 2020.

The IBA was able to allocate 100% of BCF 
donations in 2018 to grants taking no 
overhead.  In November 2018, IBA Council 
voted to reserve 17% of all donations to 
the Bear Conservation Fund for operational 
costs, including administration and fund-
raising. This new allocation started with the 
2019 funding cycle, February 16, 2019. 

Private donations from individuals continue 
to comprise an increasing portion of annual 
revenues relative to the John Sheldon Bevins 
Memorial Foundation, IBA’s initial funding 
source, and the Homer Bear Conservation 
Fund, IBA’s internal endowment. Private 
donations ranged from $5 to $20,000. We 
appreciate donations of any size. Every 
dollar helps bear conservation.

Total funds given in  
grants all years

We surpassed the one-million 
mark in 2017.

$1,253,584

Total number of countries 
with funded projects 39

Number of bear species
We funded at least one study on 
all 8 bear species by 1999 (just 
seven years after fund started)
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EXPERIENCE AND EXCHANGE 
GRANTS, 2019
Two Experience and Exchange Grants were awarded in 
2019. Those recipients were:

Sandeep Sharma for an exchange with Marta De 
Barba at the Taberlet lab in Grenoble, France, to learn 
metabarcoding to identify prey items in sloth bear scats.

Neda Bogdanović was awarded a grant to work with a research lab 
in Norway to build expertise in analyzing movement and ecology 
data for brown bears in Serbia.

Research and Conservation Grants funded, by species. 1993–2019.

ASIATIC BLACK BEAR . . . . . .26

BROWN BEAR . . . . . . . . . . . .72

PANDA BEAR. . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

MULTI-BEAR SPECIES . . . . . .21

POLAR BEAR . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

SLOTH BEAR . . . . . . . . . . . . .17

SUN BEAR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20

AMERICAN BLACK BEAR . . . .7

ANDEAN BEAR . . . . . . . . . . .36

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .208

LOOK AT WHAT WE’VE DONE TOGETHER.

THANK YOU, DONORS!
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Karin Nilsson
ABR, Inc.
Susan Alexander
Arkay Foundation
AVES France
Steward Breck
Allan Brody
Kadya Chavkin
Christine Clark
Peter Cohen
Tony Colonnese
Elizabeth Grace Fuller 
Bivins Fund
Charles and Nancy Lee Evans

Hope Finkelstein
Joyce Follingstad
John Glover
David Graber
Dale & Mary Lee Guthrie
Leslie Hamilton
John Hechtel
Grant Hilderbrand
Elisabeth Holmgren
Neville Jacobs

Jeff Jacobson
Jeffrey and Amanda Jorgenson
Wayne Kasworm
Katie Adamson 
Conservation Fund
Nora Kelly
Lori Ann Kemmet
Benjamin Kilham
Daniela Kohl
Little Rock Zoo
Marilyn Lummis
Judith and Gary Matson
Alan Mitchell
Samin Nadav
Eric Nelson
Karen Noyce
Thomas Paragi
Michael Pelton
Karine Pigeon

Shyamala Ratnayeke
Harry & Patricia Reynolds
Rebecca Rogers
Charles Rowland
Amy Ruf
Jason Schmitt
Michael Schneider
Lorraine Scotson

Rita Seger
Pixie Siebe
Scott Silver
John Sninsky
Sally Stahmann Solis
Joyce Stahmann
Helen Stahmann
Catherine Stevens
Suzanne Suk
Jon Swenson
David Ufferfilge
Russ Van Horn
Scott Waterman
Janice Wheadon
Charles Zabel

And other generous donors who wish to be anonymous.
This list reflects donations received between February 16, 2018 and February 15, 2019.

Thank you for your generous support 
of the Bear Conservation Fund. 

Quyanaq

谢谢

Gracias

धन्यवाद
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The International Association for Bear Research and Management 
stands committed to conserve the world’s eight great bear species. 

Through your help, bear by bear, this becomes a reality. 

Donors, thank you so much for your support.
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ABOUT THE INTERNATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION FOR BEAR 
RESEARCH AND MANAGEMENT 
(IBA)
The International Association for Bear Research and Management 
(IBA) is a non-profit 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization open to 
professional biologists, wildlife managers, and others dedicated to 
the conservation of all 8 bear species. The organization has over 
550 members from over 50 countries. It supports the scientific 
management of bears by funding research and distributing 
scientific information. The IBA sponsors international conferences 
on all aspects of bear biology, ecology, and management, 
supporting face-to-face networking and exchange of current 
information. The IBA also publishes Ursus, a journal of peer-
reviewed scientific papers.

ABOUT THE BEAR 
CONSERVATION FUND
The Bear Conservation Fund (BCF) is a program of the International 
Association for Bear Research and Management (IBA), created to 
manage funds for IBA’s grants programs. Donations to the BCF 
come from annual charitable distributions of the John Sheldon 
Bevins Memorial Foundation and the Homer Bear Conservation 
Fund, an IBA donor-advised endowment, as well as from generous 
individual donors and zoos. The Bear Conservation Fund was 
initiated in 2004 to expand a 12-year conservation grants program 
funded by the Bevins Foundation. Now, each year the BCF brings 
in approximately $100,000 that supports 10–15 Research & 
Conservation grants, 1–4 Experience and Exchange Grants, and 
from 8-15 scholarships for travel to IBA’s international conferences.

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION  
FOR BEAR RESEARCH AND  
MANAGEMENT (IBA) OFFICERS

Dr. Andreas Zedrosser (Norway)
President

Dr. Marty Obbard (Canada)
Vice President, Americas

Dr. Mei-Hsui Hwang (Taiwan)
Vice President, Eurasia

Dr. Alexander Kopatz (Norway)
Secretary

Karen Noyce (USA)
Past President

Dr. Jennifer Fortin-Noreus (USA)
Treasurer

COUNCILORS

Dr. Marta De Barba (Italy) 
Dr. Yoshikazu Sato (Japan) 
Dr. Shyamala Ratnayeke (Malaysia) 
Dr. Agnieska Sergiel (Poland) 
Dr. Nishith Dharaiya (India) 
Dr. Gordon Stenhouse (Canada)

"Bears are made of the same dust as we, and breathe 
the same winds and drink of the same waters. 
A bear's days are warmed by the same sun, his 
dwellings are overdomed by the same blue sky, and 
his life turns and ebbs with heart-pulsings like ours 
and was poured from the same fountain..."

–John Muir

Bear Conservation Fund
Julia Bevins, BVSc, PhD, Chair
PO Box 31 
Homer, AK 99603, USA
+1 907 223 3483
julia.bevins@bearbiology.org

General Inquiries for the International Association 
for Bear Research and Management:
Jennapher Teunissen van Manen, Director of Transition
+1 530 379 5476
jennapher.teunissenvanmanen@bearbiology.org
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