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President Candidates (2): 

John Hechtel  

Chris Servheen 

Vice President, Americas Candidates (2): 

Mark Edwards 

Karyn Rode 

Treasurer Candidate (1): 

Jennifer Fortin-Noreus 

Councillor Candidates (7): 

Anne Hertel 

Karine Pigeon 

Lorraine Scotson 

Sandeep Sharma 

Dave Telesco 

Konstantin Tirronen 
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President Candidate, John Hechtel 

I was raised in Chicago, far from bear habitat and wild nature. But as a child I was fascinated by bears and 

pursued a career in wildlife management that’s lasted over 40 years. I received a Bachelor’s in Zoology, spent 2.5 

years in the Peace Corps in Cameroon, then studied grizzlies in Alaska leading to an MS in Wildlife from 

University of Montana in 1985. I worked for Alaska Fish and Game for over 20 years and worked 2.5 years as 

bear biologist in Yukon Territory. I retired in 2008. In addition to agency work I’ve consulted, taught numerous 

bear safety and hazing/conflicts classes, guided bear viewing trips, and helped film bear documentaries.  

I joined IBA in 1978, served on Council some years back, and have attended 22 of 31 IBA conferences. I’ve seen 

IBA grow and evolve from a heavy North America focus to a truly international organization. I currently 

volunteer with IBA and other bear-related non-profits: I serve on Vital Ground and Safety in Bear Country 

Society Boards and am a member of the Bear Specialist Group’s Human-Bear Conflicts Expert Team. I’ve 

primarily worked on bear management, with emphases on conservation and education, human-bear conflicts, 

bear attacks and bear safety.   

For decades IBA, along with BSG, has been a leader in global science-based bear conservation. We have 

dedicated, passionate, professional members who network and share research, management approaches, and 

knowledge at conferences and through our publications. Our membership is diverse with various backgrounds, 

interests, values, and points-of-view. We won’t always agree, but it’s important to try to understand and 

respectfully engage with each other. Many people in the world don’t care about bears or are anti-bear. We who 

do value bears must communicate and cooperate as much as possible, and IBA facilitates this. Our organization 

is a great mix of old-timers with valuable long-term perspectives, and younger professionals and students who 

bring fresh ideas, techniques and insights to our ranks. And the camaraderie and long-term friendships that so 

often develop among IBA colleagues are a fun, rewarding bonus.    

We can be proud of what we’ve accomplished over the years. In spite of how busy our members lives are, their 

willingness to devote “spare” time to IBA has been remarkable. Most of us don’t realize how large the Council’s 

and officers’ workloads have become.  We’re at our limits as an all-volunteer group even as the conservation 

needs of bears continue to grow. Hence the planned transition that’s been discussed for the last few years. IBA 

is now in the process of hiring an Executive Director who will help manage the organization as well as 

concentrate on fundraising. This is a great opportunity to try to grow IBA and our grants program, sustain a small 

paid staff, and relieve some of the volunteer workload while safeguarding the qualities that make IBA 

exceptional. It should increase our effectiveness, without compromising our approach.   

If elected, I’d be honored to serve as your President during this exciting phase. 

-John Hechtel 

Email: john.hechtel@gmail.com 
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President Candidate, Chris Servheen 

I have been an IBA member since the mid-70s, and have organized or co-organized 2 IBA conferences, a 

human/bear co-existence conference, and have served on Council. I retired after 35 years as the US Fish and 

Wildlife Service’s Grizzly Bear Recovery Coordinator where I oversaw recovery efforts by working with multiple 

scientists, managers, ENGOs, and government officials. I was co-chair of the IUCN Bear Specialist Group for 12 

years where I worked with bear biologists across the world. I conducted pioneering investigations on illegal bear 

trade across Asia. I supervised the writing of the IUCN global Bear Status Survey and Conservation Action Plan 

and authored the IBA Monograph “Status and Conservation of the Bears of the World”.  I authored or co-

authored >85 peer-reviewed papers, monographs, book chapters, and conference proceedings and was lead 

author on the chapter “Bear Conservation and Management” for the book “Bears of the World” (Cambridge 

Univ. Press 2020).      

Initially, I did not choose to run again for IBA president. However, a group of IBA members who I respect and 

have worked with for decades lobbied me to run for 2 reasons.  First, they insisted that IBA members have a 

choice from at least 2 people when selecting the important position of president because organizations are 

more vital when there 2 or more candidates for office. Second, they told me that, because of my management 

skills and knowledge of global issues, I would be a good president.   

A candidate statement is a chance for voters to be introduced to a candidate.  A person is known by the 

company he/she keeps, so understanding what people you may know believe about a candidate can be 

informative for voters. Because: 1) these people have confidence in what kind of IBA president I would be; and 

2) they urged me to run, I thank: past IBA presidents, Steve Herrero, Bruce McLellan, and Sterling Miller; past or 

present IBA Council members Andy Derocher, Tsutomu Mano, and Michael Proctor; BSG co-chair Dave 

Garshelis; Chair, IUCN Large Carnivore Initiative in Europe Luigi Boitani; and Washington State University 

Professor Charles Robbins. 

As IBA president I will work to solve the complex issues of an expanding organization using an inclusive, team 

approach. I will assure that the new directions of the IBA are implemented in harmony with the needs of an 

informed membership and in accordance with the IBA mission as the professional society of bear biologists 

worldwide. I am committed to enhancing the IBA’s core roles: 1) hosting regular international conferences; 2) 

publication of our peer-reviewed journal; 3) production of a regular newsletter; and 4) supporting grants to 

enhance worldwide bear conservation. As IBA president, I will maintain and enhance IBA’s close collaboration 

with both the Bear Specialist Group and the Polar Bear Specialist Group, and through them with the IUCN.  I am 

committed to maintaining and building upon the successful IBA vision that has served us and bears so well for 

more than 4 decades.  

-Chris Servheen 

Email: chris.servheen@mso.umt.edu 

Website: https://www.cfc.umt.edu/personnel/details.php?ID=1153 
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Vice President, Americas Candidate, Mark Edwards 

My passion for bears took root during my PhD at the University of Alberta studying grizzly bears in Canada’s 

Arctic. Today, I am Curator of Mammals at the Royal Alberta Museum and Adjunct Professor at the University of 

Alberta. I do applied research focused on species’ spatial and temporal distribution, resource use, behavior and 

interactions. My research has branched into other taxa, but my passion still lies with bears.  

I joined the IBA in 2003 and since 2012 I have become increasingly involved. I am currently the Managing Editor 

of International Bear News, the Co-Editor of the IBA Species Accounts, and was invited to support the IBA 

Transition team in the early development stages. In all of these roles, I have had the pleasure of seeing the 

contributions our members make globally. Through my own work, I am also aware of the ecological, 

conservation and management issues facing bears locally. I believe the balance of these perspectives, provide 

me with a very grounded understanding of the complex conservation and management topics facing our 

membership and enable me to contribute to a strong future for IBA. 

The IBA is poised to embark on a new chapter where we will increase our global leadership in the science-based 

management and conservation of bears. This new chapter will also see IBA enhance its ability to offer more 

resources, networking, and capacity building for members working in areas where bear conservation is in need 

of major and immediate action as well as in North America where the needs may be different but no less urgent. 

I am committed to seeing that reality. The membership is at the heart of the IBA and I hope to continue to serve 

in this new role as Vice-President (Americas). 

-Mark Edwards 

Email: mark.edwards@bearbiology.org 

Vice President, Americas Candidate, Karyn Rode 

Over the past 20 years I have worked with research and management agencies to identify and address 

information needs about bears and their habitats.  I have held positions with both state and federal agencies 

and universities and am currently a research wildlife biologist at the U.S. Geological Survey’s Alaska Science 

Center. My studies of bears and other large mammals have taken me to polar, temperate, and tropical regions 

and resulted in over 50 published journal articles. In 2007, I attended my first IBA conference and have been a 

regular participant since, including organizing symposiums and leading sessions.  Currently, I serve on the IBA 

Grants committee.  Though my current work focuses largely on studies of northern bear species, through 

international work I am familiar with the diversity of situations in which our members work to study and 

conserve bears.  I have a great appreciation for the work being done by IBA scientists around the world. 

-Karyn Rode 

Email: krode@usgs.gov 
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Treasurer Candidate, Jennifer Fortin-Noreus 

I was raised in the Pacific Northwest enjoying hiking, camping and watching wildlife, and have had the pleasure 

of continuing those activities throughout my life, especially since settling in Montana in 2015.  My experience 

with bears began in graduate school with Dr. Charlie Robbins and enjoyed the work so much that I completed 

both my MSc and Ph.D. at Washington State University.  WSU’s Bear Research, Education and Conservation 

Center allowed me to combine captive and field research in my studies on the nutritional ecology of grizzly and 

black bears.  I have been fortunate to research dietary selection and habitat use by grizzly and black bears in 

Alaska and in Yellowstone National Park.  After graduate school, I was able to research the impacts of human 

recreational activities on polar and brown bears with the USGS Alaska Science Center.  Since 2015 I have been a 

wildlife biologist with the US Fish and Wildlife Service’s Grizzly Bear Recovery Program where I have expanded 

my knowledge of policy, management, and the Endangered Species Act.  I have appreciated the rich experience 

that the IBA conferences have provided me, where I have made life-long friends and enjoyed the opportunity to 

learn and share knowledge about bears.  It has been a pleasure to give back to IBA and make more connections 

with IBA members in my position as treasurer since January 2017.  I strive to continue to increase the 

transparency of IBA’s financial situation and assist IBA in its transition to a more impactful organization. 

-Jennifer Fortin-Noreus 

Email: jennifer.fortinnoreus@bearbiology.org 
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Councillor Candidate, Anne Hertel 

I am a Marie Curie fellow and joint postdoc with the movement ecology lab at Senckenberg in Frankfurt 

(Germany) and the Scandinavian brown bear research project. My research uses movement data and diet 

composition from stable isotope ratios in bear hair to study individual variation (and specialization) in behavior 

and how this affects bear histories. My current work is focusing on Scandinavian bears but I am ultimately 

interested to extend my research across populations to better understand environmental and anthropogenic 

drivers of individual specialization. I first started working with bears during my PhD, for which I studied spatio-

temporal variation in autumn food abundance and its effects on bear behavior and life history traits. I have been 

a member of IBA since 2014, when I attended my first IBA conference in Thessaloniki. Since then I have attended 

many other conferences but honestly, the bear conference is always my personal bi-annual highlight. Last year I 

had the pleasure to host a workshop on individual behavioral variation at the conference in Ljubljana and it was 

a great experience and sounding board. If elected to serve on Council, I am looking forward to support IBA 

during the transition process as best as I can. For this, I am especially interested in promoting the involvement of 

young scientists and improving the information flow from IBA to the public, and if possible connecting the two. 

Hope to see many of you in Montana next year. 

-Anne Hertel 

Email: anne.hertel@senckenberg.de 

Website: http://www.bik-f.de/root/index.php?page_id=1168 

Councillor Candidate, Karine Pigeon 

I have always been an avid outdoor adventure enthusiast. My passion for bear research and management grew 

in the early 2000’s when I became a technician on the first DNA-based estimate of grizzly bears in Alberta, 

Canada. I attended my first IBA conference in 2007 and started an MSc on grizzly bear denning that same year. 

My PhD investigated the influence of environmental factors on grizzly bear behaviour in a broader context. I 

have published all of my completed research; all of it is data-driven, and many of my papers have strong 

implications for conservation. In recent years, my research and passion has extended to the conservation of 

tropical Asian bears. During the last 2 years, I conducted lengthy field seasons in Nepal and India on projects 

funded by IBA, in collaboration with the IUCN Bear Specialist Group. I am an invited participant of an upcoming 

BSG workshop to develop guidelines for monitoring Asian bears. I was invited to coauthor chapters on Sloth 

Bears, Asiatic Black Bears, and North American Brown Bears for the book “Bears of the World” (Cambridge 

University Press). I have presented my research at seven IBA conferences, chaired sessions, and wrote the 

Brown Bear Information Pages for the IBA website. I’m ready to dedicate myself more fully to the IBA, an 

association that I deeply value. As a BSG member, I will work to ensure collaboration and communication 

between IBA and BSG. I’m a strong proponent of inclusion, collaboration, and equity – I welcome cultural 

diversity and I am sensitive to our implicit biases. I believe that engaging members and organizations from a 

wide-range of backgrounds is needed to find successful pathways for long-term coexistence of humans and 

bears worldwide. 

-Karine Pigeon 

Email: karine.pigeon@gmail.com 

Website: www.karinepigeon.ca 

mailto:%20anne.hertel@senckenberg.de
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Councillor Candidate, Lorraine Scotson 

I began researching bears in Southeast Asia by a stroke of fate in 2005, as a volunteer for a “Free the Bears” 

sanctuary. I was looking for a home and a useful focus – both of which I found. Since then, I have researched 

aspects of bear re-introduction, human-bear conflict, illegal trade, and population monitoring, and completed 

my PhD at the University of Minnesota.  I am now a Field Coordinator for the IUCN Saola Working Group in Lao 

and Vietnam. Albeit distracted temporarily by the mystical ‘Asian Unicorn’, my heart remains firmly with bears. 

Recent publications include a review of bear farming in Lao, and explorations of data-driven methods to monitor 

populations. I also led the 2017 IUCN Red List Sun bear re-assessment. 

I have a lot to thank the IBA for. I became involved in 2009, presenting at the Asiatic black bear symposium in 

Taiwan, and at all major IBA conferences since. I have received numerous IBA grants, for research, experience-

exchange, and conference travel. Moreover, I have received limitless support, encouragement and inspiration 

from the IBA’s vast network of biologists.  

I will be a life-long champion for the IBA, for what it does for the great big world of bear research and 

management, and for what it does for my own little world. I am committed to IBA's mission, and its current 

transition phase is an exciting one. If elected, I look forward to an active role in the IBA's growth and 

development and I will support others in the IBA as I have been supported.  

-Lorraine Scotson 

Email: scotsonuk@gmail.com 

Webpage: https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Lorraine_Scotson 

Councillor Candidate, Sandeep Sharma 

I am a conservation biologist by training, and work as research scientist at the Göttingen University in Germany. I 

was also in IUCN-BSG sloth bear expert team (2013-2016). 

I have over 20 years of multi-disciplinary research experience working on large carnivores including tiger, snow 

leopard, leopard, sloth bear, Himalayan brown bear, Tibetan wolf, and Eurasian lynx in various ecosystems in 

South Asia, ranging from Himalayan cold desert and alpine region to dry-deciduous sub-tropical forest and more 

recently in mangrove swamps. 

I am involved in bear research for over a decade now. IBA has been the motivation and source of financial support 

that enabled me to not only initiate but continue and expand my work on Asian bears. IBA has supported me in 

carrying out the first study on population genetics of sloth bears where we established the functionality of 

corridors in maintaining gene flow and meta-population persistence of sloth bear populations in central India. 

More recently IBA funding allowed me to continue sloth bear research, and also enabled me to initiate a new 

study on the Himalayan brown bears. 

I have attended two international IBA conferences so far, which were like homecoming events for me. I felt part 

of a truly passionate community that welcomed new ideas and encouraged collaborations along with 

demonstrating the value of science as the key component of conservation.  

mailto:scotsonuk@gmail.com
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Lorraine_Scotson
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I am excited to offer my time to be involved in a more active capacity to support IBAs mission of bear 

conservation worldwide. More specifically, I would like to be a voice for Asian species of bears which are all 

inadequately understood.  I also intend to promote and facilitate collaboration for science-based conservation 

of Asian bears in my role as councillor. 

-Sandeep Sharma 

Email: sandeeps17@gmail.com 

Councillor Candidate, Dave Telesco 

I have over 20 years of experience with American black bears. I have been the Black Bear Management Program 

Coordinator for the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission since 2008, focusing on mitigating 

human-bear conflicts with growing human and bear populations. I earned my Bachelor of Science degree in 

Forestry and Wildlife Resources from Virginia Tech in 1996, then worked on wildlife projects across North 

America for four years before starting graduate school at the University of Tennessee. I earned my Master of 

Science degree in Wildlife Science in 2003 researching black bear habitat use and population abundance. After 

graduation, I worked for five years for the Black Bear Conservation Coalition, a non-profit organization who 

assisted with the recovery of the Louisiana black bear, a Federally-Threatened subspecies at that time. I have 

served on the Large Carnivore Working Group of the Southeastern Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 

since 2009. I joined the IBA in 2001 and have served on the IBA’s Management Committee since 2012. I want to 

serve on the IBA Council because I believe I can help the IBA bring bear managers and researchers together. 

Regardless of how or where we work, we are all striving to make sure bears have a place in society. I feel I can 

assist the IBA during this transition period so that we can continue to be the professional organization that leads 

the way in how to learn about, conserve, and manage the world’s bear species.   

-Dave Telesco 

Email: david.telesco@myfwc.com 

Councillor Candidate, Konstantin Tirronen 

In 2004 I graduated from the faculty of biology of Petrozavodsk State University and entered the postgraduate 

course of the Institute of biology of the Karelian research center of the Russian Academy of Sciences. My Ph.D. 

thesis was devoted to large carnivores mammals (brown bear, wolf, lynx, and wolverine) inhabiting the North-

West of Russia. Further, my work was somehow connected with the study of various groups of mammals from 

bats to ungulates, but a favorite subject of my research was and still is a brown bear. It was exactly the study of 

ecology, population genetics, and conservation of bears that made it possible to establish close cooperation 

with colleagues from European countries. Large cross-border bear populations closely link researchers around 

the World. Russia is home to three species of bears, here the largest population of brown bears in the World. 

There are many "white spots" - unexplored issues that require our close attention. Issues of study, population 

management and conservation of these predators are very acute. But no less important is the issue of 

cooperation of wildlife researchers and conversationalists over the World in these issues and it is the 

opportunity to contribute to the unification of efforts that I see as my main task. Just as bears know no borders 

among countries, likewise we should not feel restricted to contact each other and collaborate. 

-Konstantin Tirronen 

mailto:sandeeps17@gmail.com
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Email: konstantin.tirronen@gmail.com 

Website: http://ib.krc.karelia.ru/member.php?plang=e&id=662 

Councillor Candidate, Odbayar Tumendemberel 

I grew up in a small town in western Mongolia and following high school began pursuing my passion to become 

a wildlife biologist. I attended the National University of Mongolia where I received my bachelor in 2007 and 

master degree in 2013. From 2007-2016 I worked at the Institute of Biology, Mongolian Academy of Sciences 

where I was involved in projects including phylogenetics of wild boars, Korean field mouse and red squirrels in 

Mongolia, individual identification of snow leopards in Spiti Valley, India, and population genetics of argali sheep 

in Mongolia. Starting in 2007, I also became involved in the Gobi Bear Project and much of my work since then 

has focused on Gobi bear research and conservation. Currently, I am completing my PhD at the University of 

South-Eastern Norway. My PhD focuses on ecological genetics, taxonomy, and population size and trends of 

Gobi bears.  

During my Masters work on snow leopards, involvement on the Gobi bear project, and PhD I have received 

many great opportunities to meet and work with international collaborators. Many of these opportunities have 

been fostered through connections made through IBA. I have been active member of IBA since 2013 and 

enjoyed meeting and learning from bear biologists from around the world.  

As a council member, I would like to help research and conservation initiatives as well as foster connections 

between researchers (and learning/young researchers). Specifically, I feel collaborative efforts will help to 

produce sound scientific information for conservation of poorly understood and imperiled populations. 

-Odbayar Tumendemberel 

Email: odbayar.tumendemberel@usn.no 
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