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SUMMARY

T

he Asiatic or Himalayan black bear Ursus thibetanus is still widespread in
northeastern (NE) India. This region of India covers Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim, Tripura and
northern West Bengal. This region is also unique in having three more species of
bears, viz., Sloth bear Melursus ursinus, Malayan sun bear Helarctos malayanus
and Brown bear Ursus arctos. The main objectives of this work were to find out
the past and present distribution of the Asiatic black bear in NE India. The bear
occurred as a common species throughout the region, especially in the Himalaya,
Mishmi Hills, Naga Hills and other hilly areas. It was also locally common in
suitable areas on the plains of the Brahmaputra and elsewhere. However, it has
vanished from several areas owing to poaching for its bile and habitat loss.
Poaching for bile is very high and so far there is no mechanism to check it. Its
range has lost more than 50% habitat since 1950. Although declining in numbers,
it is still found in many protected areas. It has been recorded (including stray
cases and historic records) in 71 protected areas of the region (Box 1), some are
fairly large but many are small and isolated with no prospect of long‐term
conservation. This study is the first such detailed exercise on the species covering
entire NE India. Recommendations have been made for its protection and nine
landscapes have been identified for long‐term conservation.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

T

he North East (NE) India is part of two global biodiversity hotspots
(Mittermeier et al. 2004) as well as two 'Endemic Bird Areas’ (Stattersfield
et al. 1998). This region of India comprises the states of Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim, Tripura and the three
northern districts of West Bengal (Cooch Behar, Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri) (21°58'‐
29°27'N, 88°00'‐97°24'E) (Fig. 1). The total area of this region is about 274,680
km² with a human population of nearly 54 millions.
Physiographically, the region has six main components, the Himalaya in the
north, the hill ranges in the east, Meghalaya Plateau, plains of the Brahmaputra
and the Barak rivers and the Manipur Valley. The highest peak is Mt
Kangchendzonga or Kanchenjunga, 8,598m (28,208ft) in western Sikkim. The NE
India has a diverse habitat type ranging from tropical wet evergreen ‘rain forest’
to the snow‐capped mountains. There are swamp forest, tropical semievergreen
forest, tropical moist deciduous forest, subtropical and temperate forests (both
broadleaf and conifers) and above the timberline, occurs alpine vegetation.
Grassland and wetland forms an important habitat type in the region, the bulk of
which are found in the valleys.
NE India forms part of three zoogeographic subregions ‐ the Himalayan, the
Indian and the Indochinese, broadly falling within the Oriental Zoogeographic
Region (now often called the Indomalayan Region). However, the Himalayan
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Subregion is also transitional to the Palaearctic Region as a number of Palaearctic
taxa occur in the area. A small area in the extreme northern Sikkim actually forms
part of the Palaearctic Region (Choudhury 2001, 2013).
The NE India has the highest mammalian diversity in India with 269 species
(Choudhury 2013). The diversity of bears (Ursidae) is also highest in India with
records of four species.
The species are:
► Asiatic or Himalayan black bear Ursus thibetanus,
► Sloth bear Melursus ursinus,
► Malayan or Sun bear Helarctos malayanus,

and
► Brown bear Ursus arctos.

JUSTIFICATION / RATIONALE of this work: The Asiatic or Himalayan black bear Ursus

thibetanus was a common species in North East (NE) India. It used to occur all
over, from plains to high mountains. It has been recorded in all the states of the
region, i.e., Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland,
northern West Bengal, Sikkim and Tripura (Choudhury 1997a,b, 2003a, 2013,
Sathyakumar & Choudhury 2007). However, in recent decades, it has faced severe
threat from poachers who are after its bile.
The significance of NE India pertaining to Asiatic black bear lies in the fact that
the type locality of the species is in this region (partly in Bangladesh). The type
locality has been mentioned as ‘Sylhet’, which falls partly in Assam’s Karimganj
district and partly in northeastern Bangladesh. The Asiatic black bear has a very
wide altitudinal range unlike other parts of India. Here in NE India, it occurs from
less than 50m to above 4000m elevation, whereas elsewhere in the Himalaya, it
generally occurs above 2000m. It is globally threatened and has been listed as
Vulnerable by IUCN (IUCN 2013). In northern India, the Asiatic black bear is
restricted to the Himalaya only while in NE India; its range covers the entire
region (Prater 1980, Choudhury 1997a,b, 2003a, Sathyakumar & Choudhury
2007). In this part of India, it is sympatric with the Sloth bear and the Malayan sun
bear, at least in part of its range (Choudhury 2011).
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The Wildlife Institute of India has done questionnaire surveys on Asiatic black
bear, Sloth bear as well as Malayan sun bear but the reports from NE India
remained unclear as all three species occur in the area. Hence, questionnaire
surveys remain doubtful. Villagers or Forest Department officials normally have a
distant glimpse that too mostly at night and specific identification is always
difficult. To ordinary citizens and bulk of the Forest Department staff, all bears are
‘black’ bears owing to their body colour.
For finding the former extent, i.e., from where the species has vanished or
nearly so owing to hunting and habitat loss, there are a few museum collections
and old papers and photographs, which were not examined in works such as
Sathyakumar & Choudhury (2007).
Hunting /poaching of all species of bears is going on at different scales in all the
states of NE India, especially outside the protected areas for biles as well as meat
(Choudhury & Rengma 2005). In the hilly areas of the region such as Nagaland,
Mizoram, parts of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur, the village
hunters/poachers often keep the skulls as display on their walls. It may be
mentioned here that the three sympatric species of bears in NE India have
distinctly different skulls, which makes identification easy.
This project documented most such cases so that a clearer picture of the
former and current range of the Asiatic black bear in the region emerges. In the
earlier works such as Choudhury (1997a,b, 2003a), Johnsingh (2003) and
Sathyakumar & Choudhury (2007) local details including information on sites
were not there. In this work, details have been incorporated wherever possible.
The output of this work is a comprehensive knowledge on the Asiatic black bear
– a fast disappearing (although still common at places) species owing to heavy
poaching. With a recent work on the Sloth and Malayan sun bears in the region by
the same Principal Investigator (Choudhury 2011), this work has completed the
exercise clearly indicating the very interesting phenomenon of overlapping of
ranges of these three partially sympatric species of bears (only in this part of the
world that all these are sympatric!). This would enable the governments to
formulate conservation measures and researchers to carry out field surveys.
Articles will be submitted for publication to reputed journals and magazines such
as URSUS, Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society, etc.
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The main OBJECTIVES of this work were to find out the past and present
distribution of the Asiatic or Himalayan black bear in NE India.
Abbreviations used in the text:
a.s.l.= Above the mean sea level;
AUC= Unpublished reference to the Author of this report;
c. = Circa, i.e., around;
C= Central; E= East, eastern; N= North, northern; NE= North‐east; NW= North‐
west; S= South, southern; SE=South‐east; SW= South‐west; W= West, western;
cm= Centimetre; m= Metre; km= Kilometre;
kg= Kilogram;
km²= Square kilometre;
NP= National Park; RF= Reserved Forest; WS= Wildlife Sanctuary; TR= Tiger Reserve;
R= River; < = less than; > = more than.

Enroute Laopani in Chirang RF, Kokrajhar district, Assam. This is an important habitat of
the Asiatic black bear. The Sloth bear is also found in this forest, which forms part of the
buffer zone of Manas Tiger Reserve.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury
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2.0 STUDY AREA & METHODS

T

he study area covered northeastern part of India comprising the states of
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland,
Sikkim, Tripura and the three northern districts of West Bengal (Cooch
Behar, Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri) (21°58'‐29°27'N, 88°00'‐97°24'E) (Fig. 1).
Detailed account on the physiography, vegetation and other geographic features
are given in Introduction chapter. North east (NE) India is part of two global
biodiversity hotspots (Mittermeier et al. 2004).
METHODS. The materials for this work were obtained through: (1) a thorough
search of the old published literature such as hunting reports of ex‐rulers,
journals such as those of Bombay Natural History Society and the Asiatic Society
of Bengal and also unpublished materials with Forest departments including old
photos with the department as well as ex‐hunters; (2) examination of preserved
skulls in some select villages; (3) specimens preserved in the museums, (4)
unpublished data of the last three decades with the Principal Investigator, (5)
interviewing knowledgeable people including hunters, ex‐poachers, Forest
Department staff, and (6) short field trips. The unpublished works of the Principal
Investigator were mostly on mammals in general and of bird surveys, hence,
these had to be thoroughly searched for information on bears. The museums
located outside India were contacted through emails or contact persons and
information on their collections were obtained. Field Assistants were sent to
different locations for obtaining information on bear skulls / photos, etc.
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From the Archive: The Principal Investigator writing observations in the field note book
in Barail mountain range in North Cachar Hills district (now renamed Dima Hasao), Assam
in February 1986. Two field assistants/local guides are also seen.
Photo: Saleh Ahmed Choudhury
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Old published literature, especially books were searched in the libraries of
Bombay Natural History Society (excellent collecton), Zoological Survey of India at
Kolkata and at Shillong, and in the District/State Central Library at Guwahati. A
good collection is available with the Principal Investigator in the form of old books
(reprints) and articles. Museum collections visited included the Indian Museum,
Kolkata; Zoological Survey of India at Kolkata, Shillong and at Itanagar; Assam
State Museum and Assam Forest Museum, both at Guwahati; Zoo Museum‐cum‐
interpretation centre at Aizawl, Mizoram and the museum of the Bombay Natural
History Society. The following museums were visited prior to this study and the
data is available with the Principal Investigator. These included the Smithsonians
(National Museum of Natural History), Washington DC; American Museum of
Natural History, New York; Field Museum of Natural History, Chicago; Museum of
vertebrate Zoology, the University of Berkeley, California; National Museum, New
Delhi; Nagaland Museum, Kohima and the Forest Museum at Miao, Arunachal
Pradesh. The Museum of Natural History, London was contacted through email.
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Books and other publications consulted are listed in the reference section at
the end. Names of various individuals with known expertise such as ex‐hunters,
naturalists, knowledgeable Forest officials and villagers (interviewed from time to
time since 1980s) are mentioned in the acknowledgement and also in some cases
in the text as ‘personal communication’. Many hunters who allowed examination
of skulls, skins and other body parts in their custody are also listed in
acknowledgement.
Short field trips continued till December 2013. The last trip was to Mizoram in
November–December 2013 with a brief visit to Manas National Park, Assam and
Royal Manas National Park, Bhutan in end December 2013.

At a hunter’s house in Anjaw district, eastern Arunachal Pradesh. Skulls of Black bear,
Serow, Red goral, Takin, Indian or Red muntjac, Gongshan muntjac, Leaf deer and semidomesticated Mithun can be seen in this photograph.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury

_________________________________________________________
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Figure 1. Study Area: the northeastern states of India (in green).
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For specimens displayed in hunters’ huts, select villages in Arunachal Pradesh
(70 villages), Assam (districts of Karbi Anglong ‐ 14, North Cachar Hills [Dima
Hasao] ‐ 11, Cachar ‐ 4, Hailakandi ‐7, Karimganj ‐ 2), Manipur (10), Meghalaya
(11), Mizoram (48) and Nagaland (24) were visited since 1986. The last village
visited was in December 2013. It may be mentioned here that innumerable other
villages were also visited but many tribes do not traditionally display the
specimens.
The unpublished data with the Principal Investigator were mostly in the field
note books, for which all such note books had to be searched thoroughly to
collate information on the Asiatic black bear. Moreover, those were on mammals
in general and of bird surveys undertaken in different parts of NE India during the
last three decades.

The Principal Investigator working at a museum (left), and in the field (at middle on elephant
back) (right).
Photos: V. Patil (left), Bhuram Gogoi (right)
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3.0 RESULTS

3.1 GENERAL INFORMATION (after Choudhury 2013: THE MAMMALS OF
NORTH EAST INDIA )
Ursus thibetanus Asiatic black bear or Himalayan black bear (the name Himalayan
black bear is the most popular name used in Indian Subcontinent while Moon
bear is virtually unknown).
U. thibetanus Cuvier, G., 1823: 325. 'Cet ours a été trouvé d'abord par M. Wallich
dans les montagnes du Napaul, et je l'ai rencontré également dans celles du
Sylhet' (Sylhet, Assam, India) [Bangladesh/India as Sylhet is now in Bangladesh,
however, till 1947, it was a part of Assam and a small part of Sylhet (Karimganj
district) has been retained with India and it is not known from which part of
undivided Sylhet the specimen was obtained].
SYNONYMS. arboreus, laniger, macneilli, mupinensis, torquatus.
LOCAL NAMES. (Generally for all bears). Bhâluk (Assamese), Bholluk, Bhalluk
(Bengali), Situm (Adi), Sottum (Adi; Palibo dialect), Yearem, Serum (Ao Naga),
Satum (Bangni/Nishi), Savom (Biate ‘Kuki’), Stûm (Bugun), Ahu (Idu Mishmi),
Hegum (Jemi Naga), Shap (Khiamniungan Naga), Sevan (Lotha Naga), Savawn
(Mizo), Wâm (Monpa), Sotum (Nishi), Thyugwen (Rengma Naga), Ava (Sema
Naga), Stûng (Sherdukpen), Kuto (Yumchunger Naga).
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SUBSPECIES.
U. t. thibetanus. Nominate race. Occurs south of the Brahmaputra River.
U. t. laniger
Selenarctos t. laniger Pocock, 1932: 115. Aru, upper Lidder Valley, Kashmir, India.
Occurs north of the Brahmaputra River and west of the Siang River. Agrawal et al.
(1992) considered the animals from northern W Bengal to be of this subspecies.
U. t. mupinensis
Selenarctos mupinensis Heude, 1901: 2, pl. 2. Moupin, Sichuan, China. Occurs east
of the Siang River, in Mishmi Hills.
DISTRIBUTION & STATUS (Figure 3.1)
It is found in all the states occurring from foothills to mountains, up to 4,300m
elevation. Also recorded from plains. Locally common at places. Occurs in at least
57 protected areas of the region. Arunachal Pradesh. Still common at places but
population is declining. Recorded in all the districts. Protected Areas where the
species has been recorded are . . . . . . Assam. Found in the foothills and hills
throughout. Also recorded from plains. Overall rare. Karbi Anglong, NC Hills and
Cachar districts are the main areas where this species is found (common in some
pockets of eastern Karbi Anglong and Barail Range). Elsewhere small numbers or
only stray animals are encountered (Choudhury 1997a,b). Protected areas where
this species occurs are . . . . . . ; all are, however, small populations. Also recorded
from . . . . . . reserved forests. Manipur. Widely distributed in the five hill districts.
Protected areas where the species has been recorded are . . . . . . Elsewhere,
there is sizeable habitat in Tolbung RF and Moreh proposed RF. Meghalaya.
Found in all the districts. Protected areas where the species has been recorded
are . . . . . . Elsewhere, there sizeable habitat in Narpuh RFs, and in W Khasi Hills
district. Specimen from Darugiri (originally recorded as Duragiri) at 900m (3000ft)
by H. W. Wells (Pocock 1932). Mizoram. Recorded from all the districts. Overall
rare. Protected areas where the species has been recorded are . . . . . . Current
status in Khawnglung WS, and Tawi WS is not known but stray animals could still
occur. Elsewhere, there are recent records from Innerline RF, and in the forests of
extreme south covering southern parts of Lawngtlai and Saiha districts. Nagaland.
Recorded all over. It is still common in Saramati–Fakim areas. Protected areas

Results 17

Current distribution
Past occurrence, c. 1950s
Approximate original distribution
Stray records in areas where no longer occurs
International boundary

_____

State boundary

______

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Figure 3.1 Range of Asiatic or Himalayan black bear Ursus thibetanus in North East India
(after Choudhury 2013 with minor changes)
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where the species has been recorded are. . . . . . Outside the protected areas,
there are sizeable habitat in Japfu–Dzukou areas and elsewhere in the Barail
Range, and in Satoi and all along Nagaland–Myanmar border including Saramati–
Fakim. Northern W Bengal. Darjeeling district (Neora Valley and Singalila NPs,
Senchal and Mahananda Sanctuaries) and Jalpaiguri (mainly in Chunabhati and
Fort area of Buxa TR). Sikkim. Common all over including Kangchendzonga NP and
other protected areas. There are recent records from the edge of Gangtok, the
capital of the state. Tripura. Recorded in all the districts but is very rare. Protected
areas include . . . . . . . Its continued presence is evident from occasional capture /
killing even in 2011.
EXTRALIMITAL. SE Iran, Afghanistan east along the Himalayas to Amur Basin and

Japan. Also Hainan and Taiwan.
REMARKS. So long included in the genus Selenarctos (Ellerman & Morrison‐Scott
1951, Heude 1901), however, considering close relationship with other bears and
production of viable hybrids in captivity it has now been included in Ursus (Gray
1972, Hoffmann in Wozencraft 1989b, Asakura 1987, Corbet & Hill 1992). It is
sympatric with Helarctos malayanus in S of the Brahmaputra R and with ursinus in
parts of NE India. Distribution in NE India has been shown incorrectly in Corbet &
Hill (1992), who also mentioned that it occurs above 1000m whereas the
holotype itself was from less than 100m elevation. In Sikkim, bear attacks on
human is regularly reported. It also causes damage to orchards and farms,
especially maize fields. Once abundant all over, the species has become rare due
to severe persecution by the poachers for its bile and gall bladder, which are used
in oriental medicines. CITES: Appendix I; IUCN: VU; WPA: Schedule II(II).
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3.2 STATE BY STATE ACCOUNT

3.2.1 ARUNACHAL PRADESH

L

iterature, especially in the form of published books and articles having
mention of the Asiatic or Himalayan black bear in Arunachal Pradesh is
few and far between. Among the earliest literature, Cooper (1873) did
mention presence of black bears in the Lohit Valley in the far eastern part
of the state. Lydekker (1907) mentioned ‘from Nepal through the Himalayas into
southern Tibet . . . Kashmir . . . ’. Pocock (1932, 1941) mentioned Assam and
Himalaya in general without specifically mentioning ‘Eastern Himalaya’ as at that
time this tract had no other name (both NEFA and Arunachal Pradesh came much
later). Prater (1948) also did not have anything specific on this tract. Choudhury
(2003a) mentioned that it is ‘found all over from foothills to mountains . . . Also
recorded from plains’. However, there are several reports on Namdapha National

The Great Himalaya in Tawang
district, western Arunachal
Pradesh
still
has
good
population of the Asiatic black
bear and is also not uncommon.
The highest elevations (4,300m)
for the species were also
recorded in this area.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury
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The mountains east of the Siang River are known as Mishmi Hills although often referred to
[erroneously] as Himalaya. Coniferous forest and treeline in Dichu Reserved Forest at the
trijunction of India–China–Myanmar in Anjaw district, eastern Arunachal Pradesh still has
the Asiatic black bear and it is frequently encountered.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Park, which is by far the most visited wilderness in Arunachal Pradesh. Most of
these references are found in reports or trip lists mainly focusing on birds.
During visits to villages, a large number of skins, paws, nails and skulls were
seen; most of these were kept after sending off the biles through smugglers and
consuming the meat. Tracks were seen during walks in the forest. Unlike western
Arunachal Pradesh, in the eastern part it is not the only species of bear as the
Malayan sun bear is having overlapping range. Hence, there was confusion in case
of skins from that part of the state. There were also overlapping zones with the
Sloth bear in the foothills and adjacent plains (largely around edge of the
mountains). The skulls, however, were distinctive and there was no question of
misidentification or confusion. Then there was problem in segregating reports by
hunters as from distance, both the black animals are hard to differentiate. The
Sloth bear is so rare that not a single skull was recorded against 140+ (including
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broken parts) of the Black bear and 10+ of the Sun bear. Details of records in the
protected areas, reserved forests and localities outside these areas are listed in
tables 1 – 3 and shown on figure 3.2.
From the records and evidences, it appears that the Asiatic black bear occured
all over the state from inter‐state border with Assam to 4,300m elevation. The
only areas where it perhaps never occurred are some highest parts of Eastern
Himalaya above 4,300m (up to 7,090m). In the eastern part of Arunachal Pradesh,
the bear occured all over from inter‐state border with Assam, the floodplains of
the Siang (in D’Ering Sanctuary), Dibang and Lohit Rivers and Patkai Range to
4,000m or above in the Mishmi Hills. The only areas where it perhaps never
occurred are some of the highest parts of the Mishmi Hills above 4,000m (highest
parts are a little over 5,000m a.s.l.). Currently, however, it has vanished from
several parts of middle and lower elevations owing to habitat loss such as
expansion of human habitation, clearings for farming, felling of trees, expansion
of grazing areas for domestic yaks (in higher areas), extensive road building
(especially in Tawang district), and works for hydro‐electric projects. In the vicinity
of major human settlements, poaching has also led to extirpation of the animals.
Large tracts such as areas between Roing and Koronu, between Roing and
Santipur and between Namsai and Wakro are examples of significant habitat loss
in recent decades. Mining for petroleum oil is also unique to this region of the
state (shared with adjacent areas of Assam), which has cleared and also disturbed
large areas. Poaching has pushed the animals to extirpation in the vicinity of
major human settlements although elsewhere over greater part of its range, its
abundance has come down but the bear is still found widely.
In the western Arunachal Pradesh, the protected area complex consisting of
Pakke Tiger Reserve, Eagle’s Nest Wildlife Sanctuary and Sessa Orchid Sanctuary
with adjacent reserved forests such as Doimara and Tenga forms a large
contiguous area where the Black bear is found with potentiality of long‐term
conservation. This complex is around 2,000 km² in extent whish has contiguity
with Assam’s Nameri National Park and Sonai–Rupai Wildlife Sanctuary. There is
also contiguity inside Arunachal Pradesh through Papum and Amortola reserved
forests. Hence, it is a large complex of around 3,500 km² but long‐term contiguity
with forests such as Papum may not remain.
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In the higher elevations, there is still contiguous habitat over a large area
extending from Magu in Tawang district in the west through Thungri–Nafra–
Lada–Chayangtajo–Taksing extending farther east through Mechuka–Monigong–
Jorgging to the Siang River. This large contiguous forested tract is at least 15,000
km² in area. Although at places it is heavily poached, large extent of habitat with
contiguity has ensured that the bear is still not uncommon in most of the tract.
In the eastern part of the state, i.e., towards east of the Siang River, the
protected area complex consisting of Namdapha Tiger Reserve and Kamlang
Wildlife Sanctuary with adjacent reserved forests such as Kamlang, Miao, Turung,
Tengapani, Manabhum and Diyun forms another large contiguous area where the
Black bear is found along with the Malayan sun bear. This area has the
potentiality of long‐term conservation. Although this complex of around 5000 km²
in extent having contiguity with Myanmarese forests (Hukawng Valley Tiger
Reserve is not far), ultimately only the Namdapha and Kamlang protected areas
may remain as long‐term habitat in view of large‐scale clearance in other areas.
On the north of the Lohit River, the contiguous habitat extends from the Siang
River in the west through large tracts of forest in Dibang Valley including Mehao

Mehao Sanctuary in Dibang Valley of eastern Arunachal Pradesh is an important habitat of
the Asiatic black bear and it is often encountered.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury
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The riverine tracts on the floodplains of the Lohit River had both the Asiatic black bear and
Sloth bear, however, increased human activities and destruction of habitat has made their
future uncertain.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury

_____________________________________________

Wildlife Sanctuary to Chaglagam and Walong in the east. Towards north up to
India–China border is the Dibang Wildlife Sanctuaty, largest protected area of
northeastern India (4,149 km²). This large forested tract is at least 12,000 km² in
area. Despite heavy poaching, large extent of habitat with contiguity has ensured
that the Black bear is found in ‘good’ abundance although such abundance may
not be for too long.
In the extreme north‐east, on the east of the Lohit River is the large Dichu or
Ditchu Reserved Forest. Covering an area of 1,792 km² it shares border with China
(Zayu area of Tibet or Xizang) and Myanmar (extreme north, northern areas of
Putao). Despite poaching both from inside as well as outside (from Myanmar and
Tibet), the Asiatic black bear is still found in the area.
In this region, i.e., eastern Arunachal Pradesh, interestingly the Asiatic black
bear also occurs in the floodplains of large rivers. In the D’Ering Memorial Wildlife
Sanctuary, which is on the floodplains of the Siang River, in fact an island
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(elevation c. 100m a.s.l.), at least two animals were there in 2012. They
maintained movement with Mishmi Hills by crossing the Sibia River. In the
floodplains of the Lohit River, they are now stray due to increased human
activities. Here, however, they overlap with the Sloth bear, at least till the recent
past.
An action plan has been prepared for conservation of bear species of Arunachal
Pradesh in 2012 (Choudhury & Singh 2012).

Poaching of Asiatic black bears is common all over the region. Here are two cubs caught
after their mother was poached near Shergaon, West Kameng district, western Arunachal
Pradesh in 2000.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury
____________________________________________________________________________

A Saman of the Bangni tribe at Chayangtajo, East
Kameng district, western Arunachal Pradesh,
2002. He is wearing various items adorned with
wildlife parts. The hair tussle has Black bear hair
among others.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury
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Table 1. The Asiatic black bear in the protected areas of Arunachal Pradesh
Name of Area

District

Size in km²

D’Ering Memorial WS
(26º56´, 95º26´)

East Siang

190

Dibang WS (28º36´–
29º32´, 95º15´-96º 36´)

Dibang Valley

4,149

Eagle’s Nest WS
(27º02´–09´, 92º18´–
35´)

West Kameng

217

Conitiguous with Sessa Orchid Sanctuary, Doimara
RF and Tenga RF supporting a sizeable population. S,
Sk, T

Papum Pare

140

Rare but still occurs. S, Sk, T

Lohit

783

Contiguous with Namdapha NP, Kamlang RF, Lai
Anchal RF, Turung RF and Miao RF. Supports a
sizeable population. S, Sk, T

West Siang

31

Footprints seen as recently as April 2013. S, Sk, T

Lower Dibang
Valley

282

S, Sk, T

East, Upper and
West Siang
Changlang

483

Inaccessible. Likely to have good population. Sk

1,985

East Kameng

862

A known stronghold. S, Sk, T

West Kameng

100

See remarks under Eagle’s Nest WS. S, Sk, T
[frequently encountered in Diji Nala area).

Lower Subansiri

337

A known stronghold. Contiguous with Talle and Panir
RFs. S, Sk, T

West Siang

397

Likely to have good population. Sk

Itanagar WS

Remarks
Occasional. At least two bears were there in 2012. S,
T
Likely to support a large population. S, Sk, T

(27º07´, 93º30´)
Kamlang WS (27º35´
–45´, 96º30´–40´)
Kane WS
(27º41´, 94º38´)
Mehao WS
(28°15’, 95°50’)
Mouling NP (28º27´43´, 94º38´-54´)
Namdapha NP
(27º25´–35´, 96º25´–
45´)
Pakke WS (26º58´27º10´, 92º42´-93º0´)
Sessa Orchid Sanctuary
(27º06´–10´, 92º27´–
35´)
Talle WS
(27º31´, 93º56´)
Yordi Rabe Supse WS
(28º15´-24´, 94º18´30´)

See remarks under Kamlang WS. A known stronghold
of Black and Sun bears. S, Sk, T

S= sighting of live or dead animal by the Principal Investigator or his assistants/guides;
Sk= preserved specimen [skull, skin, etc.] and photographs; T= tracks/footprints;
Rp= confirmed report by experienced hunters and other knowledgeable persons.
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Table 2. The Asiatic black bear in the reserved forests of Arunachal Pradesh.
Name of Area

District

Size in km²

Remarks

Amortola

West Kameng

293

Daporijo
Denning
Deopani

Upper Subansiri
Lohit
Lower Dibang
Valley
Lower Dibang
Valley
Lohit
Anjaw

189

Rare but occurs. An immature was rescued by Forest
Department when it was found alone in July 1998. S, T
Sk

Dibang
Digaru
Ditchu or Dichu
Diyun
Diyun Anchal
Doimara
Doimukh
Drupong
Gutin
Kamala
Kamlang
Manabhum
Mebo
Miao
Namsang
Panir
Papum
Remi
Talle
Tenga
Tengapani
Turung

Changlang
Changlang
West Kameng
Papum Pare
Papum Pare
East Siang
Upper Subansiri
Lohit
Lohit
East Siang
Changlang
Tirap
Lower Subansiri
and Papum Pare
East Kameng and
Papum Pare
East Siang
Lower Subansiri
West Kameng
Lohit
Lohit

Sk

189

Sk, T

198

Sk, T

205
1,792

Sk, T

173
119
216
197
390
112
168
680
136
130
126
109
421
1,064
130
516
199
444
123

An important habitat on the border of China and
Myanmar. S, Sk, T
S, Sk, T
Rp [Stray].
See remarks under Eagle’s Nest WS. S, Sk, T
S, Sk, T
Sk, T
Rp
Rp
See remarks under Kamlang WS. Sk, T
Sk, T
Sk, T
Sk, T
Sk, T
S, Sk, T
See remarks under Pakke WS. Sk, T
Rp
See remarks under Talle WS. S, Sk, T
S, Sk, T
Sk, T
Sk, T

The bear also occurs in many other reserved forests, some very small in size but adjacent to protected areas or
moderately large reserved forests. In many cases, the animals are just stray or recorded occasionally during
their movement to raid farms (maize fields, orchards, etc). Some such reserved forests are (all <100 km² in
area), district by district: Changlang (Namchik, Namdang, Namphuk, Pangsau and Rima), East Siang (Pasighat
and Poba), Lohit (Lai Anchal, Namsai and Tafragam Anchal), Tirap (Barduria), Upper Subansiri (Rekom Jek
and Singen), and West Siang (Likabali).
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Table 3. Some records the Asiatic black bear from outside the protected areas and reserved forests
of Arunachal Pradesh
Name of Area
Brokser
Geshela
Jang (towards S)
Lumla
Lumpo
Magu
Mukto (towards SE)
Nagu La
Neliya
PT Tsho
T-Gompha
Thingbu
Zemithang
Above Dirang
Above Sangti
Above Tenga Valley (SE)
Bichom
Chander basti
Chilipan
Kalaktang
Lamacamp

District
Tawang
″
″
″
″
″
″
″
″
″
″
″
″
West Kameng
″
″
″
″
″
″
″

Mandla Phudung
Morshing

″
″

Ramalingam

″

Rupa (towards S)
Shergaon

″
″

Singchung, 25km from
Bomdila

″

Tamam Top
Tenzinggang
Thungri
Bameng
Bana

″
″
″
East Kameng
″

Chayangtajo
Khenewa
Lada

″
″
″

Remarks [post-1996 records]
Sk, T
Sk, T
Sk, T
Rp
Sk
Sk, T
Sk, T
T
Rp
T
Sk
Sk, T
Sk, T
Sk
T
One sighted on 15 November 1998. S
Sk
A skin examined on 16 April 1999. HB=155cm. Sk
Rp
Rp
1 seen in April 1999 (Hari B. Chhetri, pers. comm..). 1 in
hilltop near Ramalingam (B.B. Gurung, pers. comm..). S, T
Sk, T
2 cubs caught between Morsing and Shergaon in March 2000
(kept at a house in Shergaon). S, T
1 in hilltop in April 1999 (B.B. Gurung, pers. comm.). 1 skin
examined on an animal killed in July-August 1999 from a
maize field. Its bile, etc., were taken away to Bhutan. S, T
Sk
A skin examined at Shergaon on 12 July 1999. HB=168cm.
2-3 more skins seen. At least 60 were fired at by the hunters
of Shergaon in the surrounding forest in 1999–2000, of these
40–45 could be obtained, rest fled after being injured. S, T
A cub caught by villagers from nearby forest was rescued by
Forest Department, August 2003. It was kept in bear rescue
centre at Pakke and then released in Pakke TR in November
2005.
T
Sk
T
Sk
2 juveniles was confiscated by Forest Department at Bana in
February 2004. S
Sk
Rp
Sk

Cont’d
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Table 3. (cont’d)
Pappu Valley (towards N)
Sangchu Sulung
Seppa

″
″
″

Sarli
Hawa Camp
Sagalee (around)
Above Yazali
Above Nacho
Limeking
Takshing
Botu Community Forest
Mechuka

Kurung Kumey
Papum Pare
″
Lower Subansiri
Upper Subansiri
″
″
West Siang
″

Monigong
Near Yomcha
Rego

″
″
″

Tato

″

Kopu
Jengging
Jorgging
Mariyang
Migging
Tuting (towards W)
Tuting (towards E)
Above Yingkiong
Bishing
Jorgging
Milang
Borguli
Alinye
Amoli village near Etalin
Anini (surrounding areas)
Arzu
Dambuen

Upper Siang
″
″
″
″
″
″
Upper Siang
″
″
″
East Siang
Dibang Valley
″
″
″
″

Etalin
Mipi
29th Mile BRTF Camp
Hunli

″
″
″
Lower Dibang Valley

65th Mile BRTF Camp
Roing (general area)

″
″

Chaglagam

Anjaw

Sk
Sk
1 cub rescued (kept as pet) by Forest Departmrnt in May
2003; 3 cubs rescued by Bimal Wally, an engineer and
handed over to Forest Departmrnt, 1 April 2006; 1 rescued
in March 2007. These were caught around Seppa. S
Rp
Sk
Sk
Sk
Rp
Rp
Rp
1 cub caught in early 2013. S
1 cub caught in 2002; 1 adult was shot and meat taken, 1992.
Droppings seen at c. 2,300m, 19 November 2002. S, Sk, T
Sk
Rp
‘Many’ shot around Rego; reported in 2002. Skin of a freshly
killed animal was seen in February 2013. Sk
3 killed in 2002. Sk [At least 2-3 are shot every year around
Tato].
Rp
Sk
Rp
Rp
Rp
Sk
S
Rp
Rp
S
Rp
T
Sk
1skull, 28 December 2008. Sk
Sk
Sk
Lower jaw at Dambuen. 24 December 2008. A Black bear
was killed by Tibetan poachers from mountains north of
Dambuen in 2005. S, Sk
Sk
Sk
Sk
16 killed by 7 hunters in 2004–05 (Choudhury & Rengma
2005). Sk, T
T
37 killed by 11 hunters in 2004–05 (Choudhury & Rengma
2005).
10+ skulls examined, 2008. Sk, T

Cont’d
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Table 3. (cont’d)
Hawai
Hayuliang (towards N)
Kibithu
Walong (towards W)
Kamlang WS fringe
Khonsa
Medo
Namdapaha NP fringe
Deomali
Longding
Pongchao
Lazu

″
″
″
″
Lohit
″
″
Changlang
Tirap
″
″
″

Rp
Sk
Sk
Sk
1 rescued from near Kamlang WS in July 2013.
2 cubs confiscated by Forest deptt. in March 2009.
1 captive sub-adult seen, 7 October 2013.
A cub caught by Lisus and handed over to Range Officer,
Diyun in August 2004.
1 cub rescued in July 2007. Sk
Sk
Sk, Rp
Rp

Most of the cases of rescue of bear cubs are owing to poaching of their mother although a
few cases of grown-up cubs straying out of forest and caught by villagers were also there. It
is rather difficult to ascertain the truth as no poacher admits that they caught the cub after
killing its mother.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury
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Figure 3.2 Map of Arunachal Pradesh showing distribution and records of the Asiatic or
Himalayan black bear (for scale, refer Figure 1 on p. 13).
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3.2.2 ASSAM

A

ssam appears in a large number of old publications including
gazetteers, notably M’Cosh (1837), Butler (1855), Hunter (1879).
Blanford (1891), Sclater (1891), Hinton & Lindsay (1926), Finn (1929),
Lydekker (1924), Pocock (1932, 1941), and Prater (1948) as having the
bear or Black bear. Russel (1900) stated that ‘in parts of Assam, where bears are
numerous, natives are often attacked by them without any provocation . . .’
indicating their relative abundance at that time. But Assam at that time included
several states of the northeastern part of India, viz., Arunachal Pradesh,
Meghalaya, Mizoram and Nagaland, and even a part of present Bangladesh
(Sylhet region). Blanford (1891) even doubted its presence on the plains. The
Maharajah of Cooch Behar (1908) did mention many useful hunting records but in
case of bears species‐level identifications were not given. Between 1981 and

In Assam, tall savannah grassland such as Manas National Park forms an important haunt of
the Asiatic black bear where the Sloth bear also occurs.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury

32 Black Bear in NE India

Ripu Reserved Forest in western Assam forms part of the buffer zone of Manas Tiger
Reserve. Such habitat at the edge of the Himalaya (the distant mountains are in Bhutan) are
frequented by both Black and Sloth bears.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury
________________________________________________________

1907, he and his hunting parties had shot 133 bears in a part of northern West
Bengal and western Assam. In Assam, the main hunting sites were in present day
Kokrajhar, Dhubri, Goalpara, Chirang, Bongaigaon, Barpeta and Baksa districts.
Since Sloth bear also occurs in the area, specific identification remains a problem
as there is no mention in the book. The relative abundance of the Black bear was
perhaps more as is evident from its current status in the region. Recent literature
having mention of the Asiatic black bear in Assam is also fewer (Choudhury 1983,
1989a, 1993, 1994, 1997a,b, 1998a, 2005, 2009, 2013; Sathyakumar & Choudhury
2007).
During field works since early 1980s for primates, birds, and Wild water buffalo
Bubalus arnee in different parts of Assam, and also during visits to villages, a large
number of skins, paws, nails, and skulls were seen; most of these were kept after
sending off the biles through smugglers and consuming the meat. In the field,
tracks (footprints) were observed. However, except skull and tracks, there was
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confusion in case of skins as Sloth and Sun bears also occur in some parts of the
state. The latter, however, is confined only to south of the Brahmaputra River.
However, footprints, dead animals and animals brought to zoo at Guwahati
indicated that the Back bear is relatively the most abundant species of bear in
Assam.
These records and evidences indicated that the Asiatic black bear occured all
over the Brahmaputra Valley and the Himalayan foothills with relatively more
abundance in the latter area. In the main Brahmaputra Valley, it was rare in the
floodplains but not uncommon away from the floodplains and in the higher
grounds along the Meghalaya and Nagaland border. Currently, however, it has
vanished from most parts of the valley proper, which is densely inhabited. In fact,
bulk of the valley proper is settled since several centuries but there were forest
pockets where the Black bear used to occur. Gradually it has vanished from such
isolated areas. In the Himalayan foothills and adjacent plains (called Duars which
comprise forested Bhabar and garss‐covered terai), however, the species is found
but confined to protected areas with stray animals in the adjacent reserved
forests. Unlike Arunachal Pradesh, large contiguous tracts are not found in this
region of Assam but some parts are vital for long‐term conservation being
adjacent to contiguous forests of Arunachal Pradesh and Bhutan (Manas
complex). There are a number of cases of straying of adults and even young
animals, which end up being killed by villagers (some records are listed in tables).
The two predominantly hilly districts of the state, viz., Karbi Anglong (formerly

Skull of a Black bear killed near
Koilamoila in Manas Reserved Forest
in the early part of 21st century. It was
apparently a case of poaching for biles,
which were smuggled out via Bhutan/
northern Bengal.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury
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The Barail Range is the highest mountain in Assam rising up to 1,959m. It has both Asiatic
black bear and the Malayan sun bear.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

known as Mikir Hills) and North Cachar Hills (now renamed as Dima Hasao) are
strongholds of two species of bears, the Asiatic black and the Malayan sun.
Besides being stronghold of two species, there is also the third species in the form
of the Sloth bear. In fact, North Karbi Anglong Wildlife Sanctuary is the only
protected area on the globe where these three species still occur together.
The Black bear occured all over these hilly districts from plains to the top of the
Barail Range, the highest point being 1,959m asl. Like other parts of the region, it
has vanished from several areas owing to habitat loss such as expansion of human
habitation, jhum cultivation and construction of hydro‐electric projects, and
poaching. Although depleted in numbers, the bear still occurs over larger parts of
the region, which accounts for the largest habitat in Assam.
The southern part of Assam comprises three districts of the Barak Valley region,
viz., Cachar, Hailakandi and Karimganj. Although predominantly plain areas, there
are significant hilly areas in all the districts. A part of Barail Range with 1,657m
high Sherpai peak is in Cachar district dominating the northern part of this
geographical region. Towards south, the hills are not high and run in a north–
south direction. The area had two species of bears, the Asiatic black and the
Malayan sun in good abundance in the past as is evident from specimens and
reports of hunters. A third species in the form of the Sloth bear was perhaps also
present but so far no hard evidence.
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Although the Black bear occured all over southern Assam from plains to the top
of the higher areas of Barail Range, it has been extirpated from several areas
owing to habitat loss such as expansion of human habitation, jhum cultivation and
tree felling, and poaching. In the past, hunting parties looking for deer and
galliformes used to encounter Black and Sun bears frequenlty in 1930s and 1940s
(Abdul Matlib Mazumdar, Mahmud Ali Mazumdar, pers. comm. in late 1970s).
The hunters in 1960s and 1970s came across less often but presence was there
(Abdul Munim Mazumdar, Abdul Mazid Choudhury, Rajab Ali, Rojai Mazumdar,
pers. comm. in 1980s). ‘Game’ or hunting gave way to poaching since around
1980s and feedback from sport hunters virtually stopped. Currently its main
stronghold is the Barail Range in the north. Elsewhere, stray animals occur in the
hills of the south from where one cub was caught in 2004 (from Katakhal
Reserved Forest, Hailakandi district). Details of records in the protected areas,
reserved forests and localities outside these areas are listed in tables 4–6 and
shown on figure 3.3.
The protected areas of Manas National Park (with Royal Manas National Park of
Bhutan), Nameri National Park (with Pakke Tiger Reserve of Arunachal Pradesh)
and Sonai‐Rupai Wildlife Sanctuary (with Eagle’s Nest Wildlife Sanctuary and
Sessa Orchid Sanctuary of Arunachal Pradesh) are the key areas for the Asiatic
Black Bear along the foothills and Duars, north of the Brahmaputra. In the south
of the Brahmaputra, in the valley, Dihing–Patkai Wildlife Sanctuary and adjacent
reserved forests of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh is the only area of some
significance. In the hill districts, the protected area complex consisting of North
Karbi Anglong, East Karbi Anglong, Nambor and Garampani sanctuaries and
adjacent reserved forests form a fairly large contiguous area for the species (also
Malayan sun bear and in some areas, Sloth bear as well). This area has continuity
with Kaziranga National Park and still has some connectivity with Marat Longri
Wildlife Sanctuary. Although this complex of around 2,000 km² in extent has
potentiality for long‐term conservation, extensive jhum cultivation in adjacent
areas and also in parts of reserved forests and forest clearance may be major
threats. Towards south, the complex of Dhansiri and adjacent reserved forests
and Marat Longri Wildlife Sanctuary also forms a fairly large contiguous forested
tract having contiguity with Intanki National Park of Nagaland and the forests of
North Cachar Hills.
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Karbi Anglong in Assam is among the very few tracts in the world where three species of
bears, Sloth, Asiatic black and Malayan sun are sympatric.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In the western part of Karbi Anglong, which is disjunct, there is no large
contiguous reserved forests. Same is the case of North Cachar Hills. However, the
Barail Wildlife Sanctuary of Cachar district is adjacent to North Cachar Hills and is
contiguous with the Barail Reserved Forest and other forests on the Baral Range
of North Cachar Hills.
The lone protected area, i.e, Barail Wildlife Sanctuary is not a very large one to
have long‐term conservation prospect but forms a fairly large contiguous area of
forest with the reserved forests of Meghalaya (Saipung, and Narpuh Blocks I and
II) and Barail RF and the unreserved areas in North Cachar Hills (Dima Hasao). The

Bijoy Choudhury, environment activist with
two cubs rescued by his NGO group in Baksa
district in the early part 2006.
Photo: Anonymous
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Katakhal Reserved Forest, Hailakandi district
(top). The forest tract that extends from
southern Karimganj through Hailakandi to
southern Cachar was once home to both
Asiatic black bear and the Malayan sun bear.
Although both are extremely rare now, a
Black bear cub was caught by a local villager
in the forest in early 2004 indicating its
continued presence. It was shifted to
Guwahati zoo when it was subadult (left) in
August 2005.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

southern reserved forest complex with Inner Line ( Assam’s largest reserved
forest), Barak, Katakhal, Longai and Shingla forms a fairly large contiguous forest
of around 1,800 km² but a third of the area is under human occupation (as
encroachment) and high biotic pressure is there on the rest making the area
unsuitable for long‐term conservation.
An action plan has been prepared for conservation of bear species in Assam in
2012 (Choudhury & Chand 2012).
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Table 4. The Asiatic black bear in the protected areas of Assam.
Name of Area

District

Size in
km²

Remarks

Amchang WS
(26º15´, 91º47´)
Barail WS
(25º06´, 92º24´-93º02´)
Barnadi WS
(26º47´, 91º45´)

Kamrup
Metropolitan

79

Very rare. One seen by Forest Department staff on 19
December 1999. S,T

Cachar

326

Still not uncommon. S, Sk, T

Udalguri and Baksa

26

Kokrajhar

46

Adjacent to Khaling WS of Bhutan. 1 came out of
sanctuary towards SW to Daoraijhar–Deosunga areas
in Baksa district and injured 4 persons. It was killed by
villagers, September 2006. 1 sub-adult was rescued
from Bogamati, 12 January 2014. S
No recent report. Sk

Dibrugarh and
Tinsukia
Dibrugarh and
Tinsukia
Karbi Anglong

340

Stray animals. T

111

Occurs in small numbers. Also moves to/from
adjacent forests of Arunachal Pradesh. T

222

Still not uncommon. S, Sk, T

″

6

Golaghat, Nagaon
and Sonitpur

850

Mostly in the southern fringe. T.

Baksa and Chirang

500

Karbi Anglong

451

Signs such as tracks are seen regularly. 1 male cub was
rescued and brought to Guwahati zoo in June 2004. A
male came out of the park (east of Kahitema) and was
shot dead by extremists in 2000. 1 killed by villagers
near Panbari on 15 November 2005. 1 sub-adult caught
at Mayangpara near Bansbari when it came out of the
park, 24 December 2013. S
Occasionally seen. Sk, T

″

37

Occasionally seen. T

Golaghat

97

Contiguous with Garampani WS and Nambor WS of
Karbi Anglong district. Sk, T

Sonitpur

200

Occasionally seen; signs such as tracks are seen
regularly. T

Karbi Anglong

96

Occasionally seen. S, T

Sonitpur

220

Occasionally seen; signs such as tracks are seen regularly. 1 cub caught near Missamari from the degraded
part of sanctuary by army on 12 June 2011. T

Chakrashila WS (26º
15´-24´, 90º16´-24´)
Dibru–Saikhowa NP
(27º35´-45´, 95º10´-40´)
Dihing–Patkai WS
(27º15´, 95º30´)
East Karbi Anglong
WS (26º22´-29´,
93º13´-30´)
Garampani WS
(26º23´, 93º53´)
Kaziranga NP
(26º34´-46´, 92º55´93º36´)
Manas NP (26º35´40´, 90º45´- 91º16´)

Marat Longri WS (25º
46´-26º0´, 93º10´-23´)
Nambor WS
(26º22´, 93º51´)
Nambor–Doigrung
WS (26º25´, 93º52´)
Nameri NP (26º49´27º0´, 92º42´-93º0´)
North Karbi Anglong
WS (26º24´, 93º22´)
Sonai–Rupai WS (26º
50´-59´, 92º24´-39´)

Contiguous with Nambor WS and Nambor–Doigrung
WS of Golaghat district. Sk, T
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Table 5. The Asiatic black bear in the reserved forests of Assam.
Name of Area

District

Size in km²

Remarks

Sonitpur

190

Several cubs were rescued in 1990s and early decade of
21st Century as large-scale encroachment took place.
Currently bulk of the forest is under human occupation. It has contiguity with Nameri NP, Sonai–Rupai
WS and Ppakke TR. S, Sk

Barak

Cachar

204

Good habitat having contiguity with Inner Line RFs
of Assam and Mizoram. Sk, T

Behali

Sonitpur

140

Bhairabkunda

Udalguri

24

Biswanath

Sonitpur

106

Good habitat but under severe threat of encroachment. S, T
2 cubs (c. 1 month old) rescued from near the junction
of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and Bhutan by locals in
early April 2011. Currently bulk of the forest is under
encroachment.
Currently bulk of the habitat is under encroachment.
T

Bogaikhas

Kamrup

247

Charduar

Sonitpur

241

Chhaygaon

Kamrup

13

Chirang

Kokrajhar

592

Darranga

Baksa

46

Daldali

Karbi Anglong

123

Dhansiri

″

770

Jorhat

28

″

164

Doboka

Nagaon

122

S, Sk, T

Dulung

Lakhimpur

99

Good habitat but under threat of degradation. Tracks
of Black bear was frequent till early 1990s. There is
contiguity with Talle WS and RF of Arunachal
Pradesh. S, Sk, T

Balipara

Disoi
Disoi Valley

Degraded habitat having contiguity with forests in
Meghalaya. Sk, T
A female cub rescued and brought to Guwahati zoo in
July 1977. One more rescued in 2008. Currently bulk
of the habitat is under encroachment. S
Occurs and not uncommon in the contiguous forests
of Chhaygaon, Milmilia, Khaksi Sikrabura and
Khatkhati, June 1989. Bears (along with or without
Sloth bear) was a problem in Khalpakhal Forest
Village inside the reserved forest, June 1989. Now
stray cases are reported. 1 male cub rescued from the
forest or adjacent area and brought to Guwahati zoo
in September 1993. S
Occurs and occasionally seen. Still contain a sizeable
habitat having contiguity with Ripu RF and Phisoo
WS of Bhutan. S, Sk, T
2 sub-adults confiscated at Paharpur, 17 March 2008.
Currently bulk of the habitat is degraded or under
encroachment. S
Partly-degraded habitat having contiguity with
Dhansiri RF. T
1 seen in Dhansiri RF on 1 May 1992 by Sarsing
Rongphar. Contiguous with Intanki NP of Nagaland.
The Black bear was not uncommon till 1990s. Now
rarer owing to poaching for bile. Sk, T
1 seen at 5th mile in August 2002 (Pentang Ao, per.
Comm.). S
Degraded habitat having contiguity with forests of
Nagaland. T

Cont’d
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Table 5. (cont’d)
Gali

Dhemaji

106

Currently there is no habitat left as the entire forest is
under encroachment. S, Sk

Kamrup
Metropolitan

189

Partly-degraded habitat having contiguity with forests
in Meghalaya. S, Sk, T

Sonitpur

133

Currently there is no habitat left as the entire forest is
under encroachment. S, Sk

Inner Line

Cachar and
Hailakandi

1,080

Joypur

Dibrugarh

109

A part is in Dihing–Patkai WS. Good habitat for both
Black and Sun bears. S, Sk, T

Karbi Anglong

209

Adjacent to E Karbi Anglong WS. Sk, T

Kaki

Nagaon

111

Contiguous with Marat Longri WS. S, Sk, T

Kakoi

Lakhimpur

44

1 killed by poachers in 19 March 1997. S, Sk, T

Katakhal

Hailakandi

139

1 female cub caught by a villager in 2004. It was sent
to Guwahati zoo on 9 August 2005. Contiguous with
Inner Line RF. S, Sk, T

Kamrup

10

Occurs and not uncommon in the contiguous forests
of Chhaygaon, Milmilia, Khaksi Sikrabura and Khatkhati, June 1989. Now probably extirpated. T

″

2.5

Occurs and not uncommon in the contiguous forests
of Chhaygaon, Milmilia, Khaksi Sikrabura and
Khatkhati, June 1989. Now extirpated. T

Kochugaon

Kokrajhar

214

Once a major habitat of Black and Sloth bears.
Currently bulk of the habitat is under human
habitation. S, Sk, T

Krungming

North Cachar
Hills
(Dima Hasao)

97

Sk, T

Kuklung

Chirang

10

A large male (HB= c. 190cm) came out of Manas NP
to Kuklung RF, which is degraded and encroached. It
was killed by villagers on 30 October 2009. Then 1
sub-adult female came out to Garo Basti (Ballamguri)
where it was caught on 22 December 2009 and then
released inside Manas NP on 28 December 2009. S

Kulsi

Kamrup

19

A male cub rescued and brought to Guwahati zoo in
February 1980. S

North Cachar
Hills
(Dima Hasao)

497

2 month old cub rescued by Forest department in
Hatikhali Forest Range area in May 2010. Sk, T

Tinsukia

14

2 cubs rescued from 8km SE of Lekhapani in an adjacent forest (Saleki Proposed RF) in March 1988. There
is contiguity with forests in Arunachal Pradesh. S

Karimganj

151

Contiguous with forests in Mizoram and Tripura. Rp

Garbhanga
Gohpur

Kaliyoni

Khaksi Sikrabura
Khatkhati

Langting–Mupa
Lekhapani
Longai

Assam’s largest reserved forest. Currently a third is
under encroachment. Once a major habitat of Black
and Sun bears. Sloth bear was also reported. Sk, T

Cont’d
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Table 5. (cont’d)
Lumding

Nagaon

253

Good habitat but under threat of degradation.
Contiguous with Marat Longri WS. S, Sk, T

Lungnit

Karbi Anglong

118

Sk, T

Manas

Chirang

650

Contiguous with Manas and Royal Manas NPs. S, Sk,
T

Milmilia

Kamrup

18

Occurs and not uncommon in the contiguous forests
of Chhaygaon, Milmilia, Khaksi Sikrabura and Khatkhati, June 1989. Now stray cases are reported. T

Naduar

Sonitpur

81

Currently bulk of the habitat is under encroachment.
S, Sk, T

Karbi Anglong

166

Sk, T

Pantan

Kamrup

113

S, Sk, T

Poba

Dhemaji

102

S, Sk, T

Rani

Kamrup

44

A male cub rescued and brought to Guwahati zoo in
June 2004. S

Ripu

Kokrajhar

605

S, Sk, T

Karbi Anglong

133

Rp

Karimganj

124

Rp

Baksa

23

2 cubs rescued by Bijoy Choudhury in 2006. 1 cub
rescued in 2008. 2 more cubs rescued by Bijoy
Choudhury on 9 June 2011. Although a small forest, it
has contiguity with larger forests in Bhutan and there
is link with Manas National Park. It is also part of
buffer zone of Manas TR. S, Sk, T

Subansiri

Dhemaji

175

A skin in Dirpai Adi basti within the reserved forest
examined on 2 November 1990. The bear still occurs
but is very rare. S, Sk

Upper Dihing
(E Block)
Upper Dihing
(W Block)

Tinsukia

132

S, T

″

275

S, T

Nambor (W Block)

Sarchim/Charchim
Shingla
Subankhata

The bear also occurs in many other reserved forests, some very small in size but adjacent to protected areas or
moderately large reserved forests. In many cases, the animals are just stray or recorded occasionally during
their movement to raid farms (maize fields, orchards, etc).
Some such reserved forests are (all <100 km² in area), district by district: Baksa (Batabari, Daodhara,
Morapagladia and Sukanjuli), Cachar (Lower Jiri, Sonai and Upper Jiri), Dhubri (Mahamaya), Goalpara (Ajagar
Hill), Golaghat (Panbari), Dhemaji (Jiadhal), Kamrup (Borduar, Gizang, Jarasal, Kawasing, Mataikhar, Mayang
Hills and Moman), Jorhat (Tiru Hill), Kamrup Metropolitan (Marokdola, Apricola West), Karbi Anglong
(Amreng, Haithapahar, Jungthung, Kolonga, Patradisa, Sildharampur and Tamulbari), Karimganj
(Badshahitilla, Patharia Hill and Tilbhum), Kokrajhar (Bengtol and Guma), Lakhimpur (Ranga), Morigaon
(Kholahat and Sonaikuchi), Nagaon (Bagser, Borpani, Hawaipur, Jamuna-Moudanga, Kukurakata, North
Dijoo, South Dijoo and Suwang), North Cachar Hills or Dima Hasao (Barail), Sivasagar (Abhoypur, Dilli and
Geleki), Sonitpur (Singlijan), Tinsukia (Deopani, Kakojan, Kundil Kaliya, Sadiya Station [N Block], Tinkopani
and Tirap), and Udalguri (Khalingduar and Rowta).
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Table 6. Some records of the Asiatic black bear from outside the protected areas and reserved
forests of Assam.
Name of Area
Dighaldonga village near
Musalpur

District

Remarks [post-1983 records]

Baksa

1 seen in the village near the local heath centre on 18
November 2009. It had injured one Naren Das. It came out
of Dihira Proposed RF.
1 sub-adult rescued by Maozigendri NGO on 17 March
2010. Later on released in Manas NP from where it came
out.
1 male came out of Manas NP when shot dead by
extremists in 2000.
1 sub-adult caught, 26 July 2008.
1 sub-adult caught, 2 January 2014.
1 skull found on Kanamakra river bed in December 2006.
1 killed after it came to the village from Manas NP through
Kuklung RF in 2006.

Kamardwisa

″

Kahitema

″

Odlaguri
Sialmari, Anandabazar
Koila Moila
Ballamguri

″
″
Chirang
″

Gumra

Cachar

Silchar (general area)
Goroimari
Goalpara (general area)
Dagaon, south of
Kaziranga NP
Jorhat (general area)
Amreng, 2nd addition
Proposed RF
Amsolong Proposed RF
Balasor Proposed RF
Borjuri Proposed RF
Chowkihola
Diphu (general area)
Haithapahar Proposed RF
Kalapahar Proposed RF
Kaziranga Proposed RF
Langlokso Proposed RF
Parkup Pahar Proposed RF
Tikok Proposed RF
Umjakini Proposed RF
Upper Deopani
Western Mikir Hills
Proposed RF
Bhakundai beel,
Dhakuakhana

″
Darrang
Goalpara
Golaghat
Jorhat
Karbi Anglong
″
″
″
″
″
″
″
″
″
″
″
″
″
″
Lakhimpur

1 juvenile killed when it came out in all probability from
Barail WS in December 2013.
1 female sub-adult brought to Guwahati zoo on 10 August
1999.
1 cub rescued in May 2007.
1 female cub brought to Guwahati zoo on 30 May 2000.
1 SA (c. 8 months, male) strayed into village when caught by
Forest deptt in January 2011. It was released in Kaziranga
NP (A. Rahman, RO, pers. comm.).
1 male SA brought to Guwahati zoo on 9 June 1990.
Rp
Rp
Rp
Rp
Rp
2 cubs were brought to Guwahati zoo on 3 November 1990.
Rp
Sk
S
Sk
Sk
Rp
Sk
1 shot by a village headman (gaonburha) when he was attacked
near coffee garden in c. 1980.
Sk
1 strayed too far from nearest habitat in the Himalayan
foothills to the floodplains with cultivations in 1986. Its
footprints could be seen even in 1990. S

Cont’d
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Table 6. (cont’d)
North Lakhimpur (general
area)
Palasbari (general area)
Southern Kamrup (general
area)
Kokrajhar (general area)
Kampur (general area)
Hojai (general area)

″

1 male cub brought to Guwahati zoo on 19 December 2004.

Kamrup
″

brought to Guwahati zoo on 1 June 2002 Female cub
A male cub brought to Guwahati zoo on 13 February 1983.

Kokrajhar
Nagaon
″

Mangaldoi (towards N)

″

Samaguri

″

Salna
Lakhibasti of Kellyden Tea
Estate, near Misa

″
″

Boro Mulkoi
Dehangi
Doiheng

North Cachar Hills
(Dima Hasao)
″
″

Haflong (general area)
Hmartlangmoi
Retzol
Tuolpui

″
″
″
″

Sivasagar (general area)
Dhekiajuli (towards N)

Sivasagar
Sonitpur

Tezpur (general area)

″

Saleki Proposed RF

Tinsukia

Tinsukia (general area)
Sareng village, near Kotahi
(Kotahi is 10km from
Dipila in Khoirabari area),
c. 30 km NW of Mangaldoi

″
Udalguri

1 female SA brought to Guwahati zoo on 9 January 1996.
1 female cub brought to Guwahati zoo on 20 October 2000.
1 cub rescued from around Hojai in June 2005 and brought
to Guwahati zoo.
1 cub rescued in August 2005 and brought to Guwahati zoo.
It was in probability from Himalayan foothills.
A female cub rescued from forests near Karbi Anglong
border in February 2005.
1 female cub rescued in near Dijoo RFs in April 2007.
1 cub kept by one Barnabas Lakra (40 yrs) of was rescued by
police on 15 June 2007. It was caught locally (most probably
from Dijoo RFs) and was kept for sale to a racket of
Dimapur in Nagaland for a reported 3.0 lakh rupees ($ 5000)
1 skull examined in September 1989. 1 sighted by S. Tana
Hmar, a local hunter in 1988.
1 reported (probably poached) in August 1989.
Skull, skin and some of a ‘recently’ killed bear examined on
23 September 1988 (GL=260mm)
2 cubs were brought to Guwahati zoo on 1 May 1987.
2 skulls examined on 21 September 1988.
1 skull examined on 23 September 1988.
5 skulls examined at Tuolpui, c. 22km from Mahur and 7km
from Laisong in August 1989.
brought to Guwahati zoo on 14 June 2006Male cub
1 young rescued from north of in 2008, then taken to Manas
NP for release (but died).
2 female cubs brought to Guwahati zoo on 12 March 1998.
These were from around (north) of Tezpur.
2 cubs rescued from 8km SE of Lekhapani in this forest in
March 1988. On 12 May 1989, the male cub was killed by its
sister. S.
1 male cub was brought to Guwahati zoo on 8 April 1990.
1 strayed at least 15 km from nearest forest (Barnadi WS or
Khalingduar RF) to human habitation and cultivations when
it was rescued in January 1998.

S= sighting of live or dead animal by the Principal Investigator or his assistants/guides;
Sk= preserved specimen [skull, skin, etc.] and photographs; T= tracks/footprints;
Rp= confirmed report by experienced hunters and other knowledgeable persons.

44 Black Bear in NE India

Figure 3.3 Map of Assam showing distribution and records of the Asiatic or Himalayan
black bear (for scale, refer Figure 1 on p. 13).
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3.2.3 MANIPUR

T

he occurrence of bears in Manipur is found in some old literature such
as gazetteers (Brown 1874, Allen 1905) but often these are not clear
about the exact species as both Black and Sun bears occur in the state.
Higgins (1932, 1934) provides authentic reports of his time with species
level identification. According him, the Asiatic black bear was more abundant than
the Malayan sun bear. Pocock (1932) mentioned a skin in British Museum (BMNH)
from Manipur. Later publications are also not many (Choudhury 1989b, 1992,
1998b, 2013; Sathyakumar & Choudhury 2007). Manipur comprises of hills and
mountains with a valley at the centre. The highest peak is Mt Tenipu (2,995m) on
the Barail Range. The central valley is 790m a.s.l. while the lowest parts (<50m
a.s.l.) are along the Jiri River near its border with Assam. Details of records in the
protected areas, reserved forests and localities outside these areas are listed in
tables 7 –9 and shown on figure 3.4.

Mt Tenipu, the highest point in Manipur (left) as seen from Dzukou, Nagaland.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury
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The evidences suggest that the Asiatic black bear occured all over the state
from the valley of Manipur with Loktak lake and Imphal plains to the top of the
mountains. The past abundance is also evident from the fact that rewards were
paid for destruction of 1,389 bears in Manipur between 1910 and 1917 of which
almost 99% were Black bears (Higgins 1932). The bear has vanished from the
valley proper long back, around early 20th century. The stray animals from the hills
continued to visit the marginal areas of the valley till around 1970s. In the hills,
i.e., East and West Manipur Hills, and the Barail Range in the north, the bear is
still found but is rare. The main reasons for its rarity are habitat loss owing to
expansion of human habitation, jhum cultivation and cutting of trees, and of
course, poaching for bile.
The protected areas in Manipur are relatively smaller and there is no larger
complex consisting of several protected areas and reserved forests. Moreover for
several protected areas such as Bunning, Jiri–Makru, Shiroi Hill and Kailam, the
claims and objections on peoples’ right, if any, are yet to be sorted out. There are
pockets of good forests scattered over the hilly regions but their long‐term
continuity is not guaranteed being largely community owned.
An action plan has been prepared for conservation of bear species in Manipur in
2012 (Chauhan et al. 2012a).
Table 7. The Asiatic black bear in the protected areas of Manipur.
Name of Area

District

Size in
km²

Remarks

Bunning WS
(25º14´, 93º43´)

Tamenglong

116

Jiri–Makru WS
(24º14´, 93º25´)

″

198

Kailam WS
(24º13´, 93º25´)
Shiroi Hill NP
(25º06´, 94º28´)
Yangoupokpi–
Lokchao WS
(24º15´, 94º18´)
Zeilad WS
(24º54´, 93º23´)

Churachandpur

188

Habitat contiguity with forests in Assam and
Nagaland. Both Black and Sun bears are having
overlapping range. Sk
Habitat contiguity with forests in Assam and
Nagaland. Both Black and Sun bears occur but are rare
due to poaching. Sk
Good primary forest having both Black and Sun bears.
Sk

Ukhrul

41

Good primary forest having contiguity with Myanmar
through Anko Range. Sk, T

Chandel

185

Seen by the Headman and Shokholun Baite of
Gojajang village, Yangoupokpi–Lokchao WS in 2000–
2001. Both Black and Sun bears occur. S, Sk, T

Tamenglong

21

Sk, T
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Table 8. The Asiatic black bear in the reserved forests of Manipur.
Name of Area
Irangmukh
Tolbung
Dampi
Khamenlok Gwaltabi
Kanglatombi
Kangpokpi

District

Size in km²

Remarks

Tamenglong

93

Sk

Churachandpur

90

Sk

″

136

Rp

Senapati

85

Rp

″

85

Rp

The bear also occurs in many other reserved forests, some very small in size but adjacent to protected areas or
moderately large reserved forests. In many cases, the animals are just stray or recorded occasionally during
their movement to raid farms (maize fields, orchards, etc).
Some such reserved forests are (all <75 km² in area), district by district: Tamenglong (Keiphundai [Jiri–
Makru] with extension, and Vangai–Bongmukh), Chandel (Kangbung, Yangenching and Longya), and
Churachandpur (Cheklaphai).
_____________________________________________

Table 9. Some records of the Asiatic black bear from outside the protected areas and reserved
forests of Manipur.
Name of Area
Sinjong
Tipaimukh

District

Remarks [post-1994 records]

Churachandpur

Sk

″

Rp
1 skull examined on 23 January 2001.

Kaikao

Tamenglong

Nungba

″

Rp

Tongtao

″

Rp

Senapati

Rp

Dzuku and Tenipu
Mao

″

Anko

Ukhrul

Mainly towards west, in Barail Range. Sk

Jessami

″

A well forested hill range on the India–Myanmar border.
Hunters report and specimens in the villages leading to the
area indicate presence of a sizeable population of both Black
and Sun bears. Sk
Sk

Kamjong

″

Rp

S= sighting of live or dead animal by the Principal Investigator or his assistants/guides;
Sk= preserved specimen [skull, skin, etc.] and photographs; T= tracks/footprints;
Rp= confirmed report by experienced hunters and other knowledgeable persons.
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Figure 3.4 Map of Manipur showing distribution and records of the Asiatic or Himalayan
black bear (for scale, refer Figure 1 on p. 13).
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3.2.4 MEGHALAYA

L

iterature, especially published works having mention of the Asiatic or
Himalayan black bear in Meghalaya is found in some old works as part of
Assam. Pocock (1932) mentioned a skin in British Museum (BMNH),
which was obtained from ‘Duragiri’ (=Darugiri) in Garo Hills. It was
obtained at 900m (3000ft) a.s.l. by H. W. Wells. Later publications are also a
handful one (Choudhury 1986, 2003b, 2013; Sathyakumar & Choudhury 2007).
Meghalaya comprises of a plateau with an undulating tableland on top flanked by
hilly slopes. On the southern face, there are cliffs (being part of an escarpment).
In the extreme west, in western and northern Garo Hills, the ranges are lower
with plain areas scattered in between. The highest peak is Shillong or Laitkor
(1961m/1965m) near Shillong, the capital city. Details of records in the protected
areas, reserved forests and localities outside these areas are listed in tables 10 –
12 and shown on figure 3.5.
Forests near Sibbari with
Dubagre in distant range
in southern Garo Hills
were sites of capture of
several cubs of Asiatic
black bear during the last
decade indicating continued presence of the
species in Garo Hills.
Photo:
Anwaruddin Choudhury
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During field works, a few evidences could be found. Since there were three
species of bears (Malayan sun and Sloth being the others) occurring in the state,
there was always confusion in case of reports. The Garo, Khasi and Jaintia tribes
inhabiting the state do not keep skulls or other body parts displayed like the tribes
in Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh, hilly areas of Manipur and Mizoram. The bear
occurred all over the state. The current range has been greatly reduced but the
extent has largely remained same, i.e., from West Garo Hills to East Jaintia Hills,
and from northern areas bordering Assam to the south bordering Bangladesh.
The protected areas in Meghalaya are scattered and also relatively smaller.
There is no larger complex consisting of several protected areas and reserved
forests for long‐term conservation. The relatively larger contiguous habitat is
composed of reserved forests and unclassed forests in Jaintia Hills bordering
Assam. Saipung, and Narpuh Blocks I and II reserved forests in Jaintia Hills,
Meghalaya have contiguity with one protected area, i.e., Barail Wildlife Sanctuary
in Assam’s Cachar district and the unreserved areas around the Simleng River in
North Cachar Hills (Dima Hasao) totalling about 1,200 km². The next is a complex
comprising parts of Garo Hills and western Khasi Hills with Balpakram National
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

There are some good patches of forest along the south facing escarpment in Meghalaya. Bears are
occasionally met with in these areas.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury
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Park as its main area. Siju Wildlife Sanctuary, Nokrek National Park, Baghmara
Reserved Forest and the unclassed and community forests of western Khasi Hills
forming a contiguous habitat of around 900 km². Elsewhere, small scattered
pockets occur but there is some contiguity through abandoned jhum fields (as
these are abandoned after some years which provide linkage) and degraded
forest.
An action plan has been prepared for conservation of bear species in Meghalaya
in 2012 (Choudhury et al. 2012).

Table 10. The Asiatic black bear in the protected areas of Meghalaya.
Name of Area
Nongkhyllem WS
(25º57´, 90º48´)
Balpakram NP
(25º15´, 90º42´-55º´)
Nokrek NP (25º28´,
90º29´)
Siju WS (25º18´,
90º40´)

District

Size in
km²

Remarks

Ri-Bhoi

29

South Garo Hills

<200

North, East and South
Garo Hills
South Garo Hills

68

T

5

Contiguous with Balpakram NP. T

Very rare. Sk, T
Sk, T

_____________________________________________

Table 11. The Asiatic black bear in the reserved forests of Meghalaya.
Name of Area
Baghmara
Narpuh (Block I)
Narpuh (Block II)
Nongkhyllem
Saipung

District

Size in km²

Remarks

South Garo Hills

44

Jaintia Hills

161

Ri-Bhoi

97

T
A skull from Narpuh Block II RF examined on 12
April 1997. GL=150mm; width= 87mm.
Sk, T

Jaintia Hills

150

Sk

Sk

The bear also occurs in many other reserved forests, some very small in size but adjacent to protected areas or
moderately large reserved forests. In many cases, the animals are just stray or recorded occasionally during
their movement to raid farms (maize fields, orchards, etc).
Some such reserved forests are (all <40 km² in area), district by district: East Garo Hills (Dambu, Darugiri
[skin in Museum of Natural History, UK vide Pocock 1932], Rongrengiri and Songsak), North Garo Hills
(Chimabongshi, Dhima, Dilma, Ildek and Rajasimla), South Garo Hills (Angratoli, Emangiri and Rewak), and
West Garo Hills (Dibru Hill).
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Table 12. Some records of the Asiatic black bear from outside the protected areas and reserved
forests of Meghalaya.
District

Remarks [post-1995 records]

Shillong (general area)

Name of Area

East Khasi Hills

Nohsngithiang Falls
Dubagre (NW of
Baghmara town)
Sibbari

″
South Garo Hills

1 male cub rescued in 1982, brought to Guwahati zoo on 18
November 1983. Survived till 15 January 1997.
1 shot in 2012 downstream of the falls.
3 cubs were caught by villagers. 1 sold to a former extremist in
March 2008 when it was c. 6 months old (it was kept in Tura).

Anogre

West Garo Hills

Donchimagre
Ranikor

″

‘Garo Hills’
South West Khasi Hills

2 cubs reportedly caught by villagers ‘before’ 2008. The site is
SW of the previous site (Dubagre).
Reported to be present, 46km from Tura towards Paikan, 7
October 1995.
A cub rescued in April 2010.
Reportedly present in the adjoining forests, August 1998.

S= sighting of live or dead animal by the Principal Investigator or his assistants/guides;
Sk= preserved specimen [skull, skin, etc.] and photographs; T= tracks/footprints;
Rp= confirmed report by experienced hunters and other knowledgeable persons.
_______________________________________________________________________

Figure 3.5 Map of Meghalaya showing distribution and records of the Asiatic or Himalayan
black bear (for scale, refer Figure 1 on p. 13).
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3.2.5 MIZORAM

L

ike other states of the region, there is not much past reference on the
Asiatic or Himalayan black bear in Mizoram. Woodthorpe (1873)
mentioned abundance of game animals without specifically naming bear
but he named some mega species such as elephants and rhinoceros. Gee
(1967) while giving an account of the Sun bear quoted Mr. K. K. Gogoi, then
Director of Inland Water Transport that according to villagers the Sun bear (he
collected a cub) was common and relatively more abundant than the Asiatic black
bear.
During visits to villages, a large number of skulls, and a few skins were seen;
most of these were kept after sending off the biles through smugglers and
consuming the meat. Tracks were seen in the forest. However, it is not the only
species of bear as the Malayan sun bear is having overlapping range all over

Closed-canopy subtropical
broadleaf forest in Murlen
National Park — an
important habitat for the
Black bear in Mizoram.
Photo:
Anwaruddin Choudhury
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Display of skulls is vanishing in Mizoram due to growing awareness and campaign by various local
groups including YMA (Young Mizo Association). A Black bear skull among Wild pig and Muntjac
skulls/antlers in Dilkawn village, Champhai district, December 2013. Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mizoram. Hence, there was confusion in case of reports and skins. The Sloth bear
may also be present as stray although there is no concrete evidence so far. Details
of records in the protected areas, reserved forests and localities outside these
areas are listed in tables 13–15 and shown on figure 3.6.
From the records and evidences, it appears that the Asiatic black bear occurred
all over Mizoram from the low‐lying river valleys (<50m a.s.l.) in the inter‐state
border with Assam and international border with Bangladesh to 2,100m elevation
in Phawngpui and Lengteng. Currently, however, it has vanished from several
areas owing to poaching and habitat loss such as expansion of human habitation,
clearings for farming, felling of trees, jhum cultivation, grazing of water buffalo (a
fairly recent phenomenon), extensive road construction, and works for hydro‐
electric projects. In the vicinity of major human habitations, poaching has led to
extirpation of the animals.
Although there is no protected area complex consisting of several areas having
potential for large population, Dampa Tiger Reserve along with Thorangtlang
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Wildlife Sanctuary and adjacent reserved forests (Tut–Langkaih, etc), degraded
forest and abandoned jhum extend over 2,000 km² with contiguity with forests in
Assam, Tripura and Bangladesh. Towards east, Murlen National Park and
Lengteng Wildlife Sanctuary with intervening and adjacent forests provide
another major habitat for the bear. In the extreme south, Ngengpui and Tokalo
wildlife sanctuaries with adjacent reserved and community‐owned forests form
the third major bear habitat. This area has contiguity with forests in Myanmar and
Bangladesh. Elsewhere, scattered individuals and small populations occur almost
all over except the vicinity of major urban centres such as Aizawl, Lunglei, and
Champhai.
An action plan has been prepared for conservation of bear species in Mizoram
in 2012 (Mondal et al. 2012).

Table 13. The Asiatic black bear in the protected areas of Mizoram.
Name of Area

District

Size in
km²

Remarks

Dampa TR (23º35´,
92º23´)
Khawnglung WS
(23º10´, 93º0´)
Lengteng WS (23º50´,
93º13´)
Murlen NP (25º37´,
93º18´)
Ngengpui WS
(22º24´, 92º47´)
Phawngpui (Blue
Mountains) NP
(22º37´, 93º01´)
Pualreng WS (24º12´,
92º54´)
Saza WS (22º56´,
92º45´)
Tawi WS (23º32´,
93º0´)
Thorangtlang WS
(23º15´, 92º33´)
Tokalo WS (22º05´,
92º57´)

Mamit

500

Ocassionally sighted. Also camera trapped. S, Sk, T

Lunglei

36

Occasional. Sk, T

Champhai

60

Ocassionally sighted. S, Sk, T

″

100

Ocassionally sighted. S, Sk, T

Lawngtlai

110

Rare. S, Sk, T

″

50

Rare but present. S, Sk, T

Kolasib

50

Ocassional. S, Sk, T

Lunglei

15

No recent report. Rp

Aizawl and Serchhip

35

Very rare. S, Sk, T

Lunglei

198

Has contiguity with Dampa TR. S, Sk, T

Saiha

250

S, Sk
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Table 14. The Asiatic black bear in the reserved forests of Mizoram.
Name of Area
Bunghmun
Chalfilh
Inner Line
Ngengpui
Puankhai
Tawipui North
Tut–Langkaih

District

Size in km²

Lunglei
Aizawl
Kolasib and Aizawl
Lunglei

100
155
570
109
272
72
959

″
Mamit

Remarks
Rp
Sk
Sk, T
Sk
Rp
Rp
Sk, T

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Table 15. Some records of the Asiatic black bear from outside the protected areas and reserved
forests of Mizoram.
Name of Area
Darlawn
E Phaileng
Khanpui
Khawruhlian
New Vervek
Ratu
Sailutar
Saiphai
Arro
Chiahpui
Changzawl
Dilkawn
Hmuncheng
Kawlbem
Kelkang
Khawkawn
Khawzawl
Lamzawl
Lurhtlang
Mamrang tlang
Mimbung
N Diltlang
NE Khawdungsei
Ngur
Pawlrang
Puilo
Saichal
Sur tlang
Tantlang
Teikhang
Tuipui

District

Remarks [post-1994 records]

Aizawl
″
″
″
″
″
″
″
Champhai
″
″
″
″
″
″
″
″

Sk
Rp
Sk
Sk
Sk
Sk
Sk
Sk
Excellent habitat. Rp
Sk
Sk
Rp
Rp
Near Lengteng WS. Sk
Sk
Sk
1 captive sub-adult observed in the town in December 2013.
It was reportedly caught as a cub. S
Near Lengteng WS. T
Rp
Rp
1 killed during the last 3-4 years. Skull seen. Sk
Rp
Sk
Habitat contiguous with Muren NP. Sk
Sk
Sk
Sk
1 killed during the last 3-4 years. Skull seen. Sk
Sk
Sk
Sk

″
″
″
″
″
″
″
″
″
″
″
″
″
″

Cont’d
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Table 15. (cont’d)
Vapar
Rengtekawn
Mampui
Parva
Cherhlum
Pangzawl
Purun tlang
Thingfal
Zobawk
Zopui
Maila
Mawma tlang
New Serkor
Phura
Chekawn
Hrangturzo
Khawlailung
Lungkawlh
N Vanlaiphai
Vanchengpui

Champhai
Kolasib
Lawngtlai
″
Lunglei
″
″
″
″
Mamit
Saiha
″
″
″
Serchhip
″
″
″
″
″

Near Murlen NP. Sk
Rp
Rp
Rp
Sk
Sk
Sk
Sk
Rp
Good habitat linking Dampa TR woth Thorangtlang WS. Sk
Sk
Rp
Sk
Around Palak Dil. Sk
Sk
Sk
Sk
Sk
Rp
Sk

S= sighting of live or dead animal by the Principal Investigator or his assistants/guides;
Sk= preserved specimen [skull, skin, etc.] and photographs; T= tracks/footprints;
Rp= confirmed report by experienced hunters and other knowledgeable persons.

A captive sub-adult at Khawzawl, Champhai district, 20 November 2013. Orphan cubs (after their
mothers are killed for biles) are normally caught and kept as pet, at least till they are sub-adult. It is
not known what happens after the bears reach adulthood. Those rescued by Forest department are
either kept in zoos or in the rescue centres.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury
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Figure 3.6 Map of Mizoram showing distribution and records of the Asiatic or Himalayan
black bear (for scale, refer Figure 1 on p. 13).
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3.2.6 NAGALAND

P

ublished works having mention of the Asiatic or Himalayan black bear in
Nagaland are found in old gazetteers such as Allen (1905) and in Pocock
(1932). Pocock (1932) mentioned three skins in British Museum
(BMNH), which were obtained by J.P. Mills. These were from Wokha,
Mokokchung and Okhotso. He also mentioned inscriptions on the labels of some
skulls, which had recordings as, Lakhuni, Aré and Achisigami. There were also
skulls from Liramon, Nungumshang, Mongsendi (= Mongsenymti ?) and Vekohomi.
During visits to villages, a large number of skins, paws, nails and skulls were
seen; most of these were kept after sending off the biles through smugglers and
consuming the meat. Tracks were seen during walks in the forest. The Black bear
is not the only species of bear as the Malayan sun bear has overlapping range. In
the lower areas, one more species, the Sloth bear’s range extends into. Hence,
there was confusion in case of skins. The skulls, however, were distinctive and
there was no confusion. Details of records in the protected areas, reserved
forests and localities outside these areas are listed in tables 16–18 and shown on
figure 3.7.

Mt Japfu, the hughest peak
of Barail Range (left) and
Pulie-Badge Wildlife Sanctuary (right) overlooking
Kohima town. These areas
still have some black bears.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury
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In every village such abundance of skulls in hunters’ houses indicates past and recent past abundance
of the Asiatic black bear in Nagaland. The species is still widespread although in a depleted number.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury
________________________________________________________________________________________

From the records and evidences, it appears that the Asiatic black bear occurred
all over the state from low‐lying banks of the Dhansiri River to 3,800m elevation
on Saramati. Currently, although it has been extirpated from several parts owing
to poaching and habitat loss such as jhum cultivation, expansion of settlement,
clearings for farming, and felling of trees, its range is still widespread.
Although the Black bear still occurs almost all over the state affecting all the
districts save for the vicinity of main urban areas such as Dimapur, Kohima
(except western edge where it is found in Pulie–Badge Sanctuary), Mokokchung
and Tuensang, there are two major areas. The larger is along the India–Myanmar
border around Saramati peak and extending northwards up to Noklak and south
to Tizu River. This tract is contiguous with larger forested tracts of Myanmar
(Nantaleik catchment area) forming a habitat of more than 7,000 km² (bulk in
Myanmar). There is only a small protected area on Indian side (Fakim Wildlife
Sanctuary, 6.4 km²). The other area is centered on Barail Range extending into
Manipur and Assam and including Intanki National Park. This area is more than
900 km² having elevation ranging from c. 100m (Dhansiri River) to 3,000m (Japfu).
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The share of protected areas in these main bear areas is negligible and hence,
long‐term conservation is a matter of question mark.
An action plan has been prepared for conservation of bear species in Nagaland
in 2012 (Chauhan et al. 2012b).
________________________________________________________________________________________

A handsome Asiatic or Himalayan black
bear obtained from wild in 1990s in
Nagaland. Its muzzle was strikingly light
coloured.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury

A Yimchungru Naga in ceremonial attire.
Note the headgear which has prominent
bear fur (mostly Black bears but there are
Sun bears, and very rarely Sloth bears also).
Most other Naga tribes also use bear parts
in their ceremonial headgear.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury
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Figure 3.7 Map of Nagaland showing distribution and records of the Asiatic or Himalayan
black bear (for scale, refer Figure 1 on p. 13).
_____________________________________________

Table 16. The Asiatic black bear in the protected areas of Nagaland.
Name of Area
Intanki NP (25º27´41´, 93º20´-35´)
Fakim WS (25º51’,
95º02’)
Pulie Badge WS
(25º22´, 94º02´)

District

Size in
km²

Remarks

Peren

202

Contiguous with Assam’s Dhansiri RF. S, Sk, T

Kiphire

6.4

Part of a larger habitat along the Saramati ridge. S, Sk,
T

Kohima

9

Part of a larger habitat along the Barail Range. Sk, T
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Table 17. The Asiatic black bear in the reserved forests of Nagaland.
Name of Area
Singphan

District

Size in km²

Mon

Remarks
Rp

24

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Table 18. Some records of the Asiatic black bear from outside the protected areas and reserved
forests of Nagaland.
Name of Area

District

Penkim
Pungro
Thanamir

Kiphire
″
″

Dzülekie
Khonoma

Kohima
″

Khonoma Nature
Conservation & Tragopan
Sanctuary
Phesama
Tesophenyu
Tuophema
Chongtongya
Mongsenymti
Poilwa
Mt Paona
Meluri
Rünguzii

″
″
″
″
Mokokchung
″
Peren
″
Phek
″

Dan
Noklak
New Pangsha
Baghty
Ghokhimi
Ghosu ‘Bird Sanctuary’
Kilomi (nearby areas)

Tuensang
″
″
Wokha
Zunheboto
″
″

Remarks [post-1994 records]
Rp
Rp
On the slopes of Saramati. Many skulls examined and a
freshly killed animal seen in October 2003. S, Sk
Sk
10 skulls examined at a hunter’s house on 30 January 2001. 9
examined in another house in February 2004.
Occurs in this community conserved area (Tsilie Sakhire,
pers. comm.., 2001).
An elderly hunter (Viyalie Tacü, 56) reported on 30 January
2001 that he shot dead 9 in his life time.
4 killed in 2004-05 (Choudhury & Rengma 2005)
1 killed in 2004-05 (Choudhury & Rengma 2005)
1 old skull examined in 20 Feberuay 2004.

Sk
34 skulls examined in Feberuay 2004.
Not uncommon in 2001. Also reported from ther areas of
Peren district (Kierang, Rasam, Hiareurangbe and
Lungheising, pers. comm..).
Rp
3 killed by local hunters in recent past (Choudhury &
Rengma 2005). Sk
Sk
6 skulls in two houses examined on 23 February 2004.
2 skulls examined at a house on 24 February 2004.
1 skull examined in 19 Feberuay 2004.
Sk
Rp
1 skull examined on 27 June 1996.

S= sighting of live or dead animal by the Principal Investigator or his assistants/guides;
Sk= preserved specimen [skull, skin, etc.] and photographs; T= tracks/footprints;
Rp= confirmed report by experienced hunters and other knowledgeable persons.
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3.2.7 NORTHERN WEST BENGAL

P

ocock (1941) mentioned Darjeeling on a few occasions as the form
arboreus was based upon specimen from that place. Blanford (1891)
and O’Malley (1907) also mentioned Black bear occurrence in the area
but former had doubt about its occurrence in the plains. Between 1891
and 1907, the hunting parties of the Maharaja of Cooch Behar had shot 133 bears
in a part of northern West Bengal and western Assam. In West Bengal, the main
hunting sites were in Cooch Behar and Jalpaiguri districts. Unfortunately he did
not specify how many were Asiatic black bears and how many were Sloth bears as
both the species were common in the area at that time. The relative abundance
of the former was perhaps more as is evident from its current status in the region.
During field works, a few skins and skulls were seen; most of these were kept
after sending off the biles through smugglers. Tracks were seen during walks in

Lesser Himalayan ranges
in Buxa Tiger Reserve
are major habitat of the
Asiatic or Himalayan
black bear.
Photo:
Anwaruddin Choudhury
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Subtropical broadleaf forest in
Singalila National Park is an
important refuge of the Asiatic or
Himalayan black bear.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

the forest. Unlike other parts of North East India where up to three species occur
with overlapping ranges, in this area the Sloth bear is the only other species and is
largely confined to lower elevations, in the foothills and adjacent plains (largely
around edge of the mountains). Details of records in the protected areas,
reserved forests and localities outside these areas are listed in tables 19–21 and
shown on figure 3.8.
From the records and evidences, it appears that the Asiatic black bear occured
all over the area from floodplains of Teesta, Mechi, Mahananda and Torsa Rivers
to 3,600m elevation in Singalila Range. Currently, however, it has vanished from
most of the low elevation areas except some protected areas such as Mahananda
Wildlife Sanctuary and Buxa Tiger Reserve. In the mountains, it occurs in patches
(mainly in Singalila and Neora Valley national parks and adjacent reserved forests,
and Senchal Wildlife Sanctuary) with stray individuals here and there. In the
plains, bulk of the habitat has been converted into wet paddy cultivation long
back while tea plantations have occupied large areas of middle and lower
elevations. Other key factors of habitat loss were expansion of human habitation,
felling of trees, extensive road building and works for hydro‐electric projects. In
the vicinity of major human settlements in the mountains, such as Darjeeling,
Kurseong, Kalimpong, the bear no longer occurs. Poaching, largely unreported, is
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the main factor behind local extirpation and reduction in adundance of the Black
bear in recent decades.
The international and inter‐state transboundary protected area complex
consisting of Singalila National Park and reserved forest with Sikkim’s Barsey
Rhododendron Sanctuary and Kangchendzonga National Park and Nepal’s
Kanchenjunga Conservation Area forms a large wilderness (around 5,000 km²)
with potential for long‐term conservation. Another such large complex occurs
with Neora Valley National Park extending across border with Sikkim’s Pangolakha
Wildlife Sanctuary and Bhutan’s Torsa Strict Nature Reserve (around 2,000 km²).
In both these complex, the share of northern West Bengal is small but significant
being contiguous. These complexes have broad contiguity through forests of
northern Sikkim and subHimalayan tracts, which makes these an important
component of much larger Kanchenjunga Transboundary Conservation Landscape
(for details see description under Sikkim on p. 71). The third such complex is
centered on Buxa Tiger Reserve extending across the border with Assam’s Manas
Tiger Reserve and Bhutan’s Phipsoo Wildlife Sanctuary and Royal Manas National
Park (around 4,000 km²). But this complex (Buxa–Manas) has some serious issues
relating to fragmentation both in Buxa as well as Manas Tiger Reserve. Most
fragmentations are taking place along the major routes to Bhutan. However, such
fragmented pockets in India may continue to maintain some sort of contiguity
indefinitely through higher elevations of Bhutan.
An action plan has been prepared for conservation of bear species in West
Bengal in 2012 (Tiwari & Mondal 2012).
______________________________________________________________________________________________

A tea garden near Mirik.
Large-scale tea plantations
have resulted in conversion
of forest land since 19th
century in Darjeeling and
Jalpaiguri districts. Most of
the forest patches within
tea gardens have also
vanished during the last
two decades.
Photo:
Anwaruddin Choudhury
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Table 19. The Asiatic black bear in the protected areas of northern West Bengal.
Name of Area

District

Size in
km²

Remarks

Buxa TR (26º35´-48´,
89º30´-51´)

Jalpaiguri

759

Chapramari WS
(26º55´, 88º49´)
Gorumara NP
(26º49´, 88º49´)
Jaldapara WS (26º35´49´, 89º29´)
Mahananda WS
(26º50´, 88º29´)
Neora Valley NP
(27º03´, 88º43´)
Senchal WS (26º59´,
88º17´)
Singalila NP (27º06´,
88º03´)

″

10

Still met with, especially in the higher areas north of
‘fort’. A sub-adult poisned to death for biles on 25
December 2005. S, Sk, T
Occasional. Rp

″

80

No recent report. Rp

″

216

Rare, mainly in the northern foothills. Rp

Darjeeling and
Jalpaiguri
Darjeeling

144

Still not uncommon. S, T

88

Still not uncommon. T

″

39

Sunar et al (2012) found it common. S

″

79

Still not uncommon. S, T

_____________________________________________

Table 20. The Asiatic black bear in the reserved forests of northern West Bengal.
Name of Area
Baikunthapur
Diana
Singalila

District

Remarks

Jalpaiguri
″
Darjeeling

Contiguous with Mahananda WS. Bear is rare. T
Occasional. Rp
Contiguous with Singalila NP. Bear is not uncommon. T

_____________________________________________

Table 21. Some records of the Asiatic black bear from outside the protected areas and reserved
forests of northern West Bengal.
Name of Area

District

Remarks [all post 1994 records]

Fringe of Buxa TR around
Alipur Duar

Jalpaiguri

Ringtong TE

Darjeeling

6 cubs were rescued after their mothers were (in probability)
poached at different times during the last six months of
2005; 4 of these were during a month between midNovember to mid-December.
1 bear attacked and injured a couple in the tea estate in
December 2013 . The site is 25 km from Darjeeling town.
2 cubs rescued from the medicinal flora farm in 2005.

Khumani

″

S= sighting of live or dead animal by the Principal Investigator or his assistants/guides;
Sk= preserved specimen [skull, skin, etc.] and photographs; T= tracks/footprints;
Rp= confirmed report by experienced hunters and other knowledgeable persons.
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Figure 3.8 Map of northern West Bengal and Sikkim showing distribution and records of
the Asiatic or Himalayan black bear (for scale, refer Figure 1 on p. 13).
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3.2.8 SIKKIM

T

here are a few literature references of the Asiatic black bear from
Sikkim. In the gazetteer, Gammie (1894) while quoting Jerdon and
Blanford stated that the Himalayan black bear is common from 11,000ft
to down to about 4,000ft. He further mentioned ‘it is an undesirable
neighbour, as it destroys large quantities of the native crops, and at times kills
cattle and occasionally the people themselves’. White (1909) mentioned
occurrence of three species, one in very high elevation (11,000–12,000ft; perhaps
the Brown bear), then the ‘Common black bear’ occurring everywhere from
6,000ft down, and the third, ‘also said to be common, inhabiting the lower
valleys’ (apparently the Sloth bear). Pocock (1932) mentioned two specimens in
British Museum (BMNH), one of which was from Lachung, North Sikkim district.
Pocock (1941) also referred to a skull from Sikkim.
During visits to villages and forest areas, a few skins, skulls and many tracks

Black bear habitat in North
Sikkim district consists of high
elevation areas with coniferous
forest. The species is locally not
uncommon at many places of
Sikkim.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury
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The mountains of East Sikkim
district along the border with
Bhutan, especially Pangolakha
WS are also major Black bear
area.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury
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were seen. Except some areas in the extreme south (Sloth bear may still occur but
very rarely), the Black bear is the only species in most parts (the Brown bear
range is in the extreme north) of Sikkim, hence, there was no confusion in case of
reports.
From the records and evidences, it appears that the Asiatic black bear occured
all over the state from inter‐state border with northern West Bengal to above
4,000m elevation. The only areas where it perhaps never occurred are some of
the highest parts of Eastern Himalaya above 4,300m (up to 8,598m). The bear
was also camera trapped up to 4,250m (Sathyakumar et al. 2011). Currently,
however, it has vanished from some parts where habitat loss has taken place
owing to expansion of human habitation, clearings for farming, felling of trees,
expansion of grazing areas for domestic yaks, extensive road building, and works
for hydro‐electric projects. In the vicinity of major human settlements, poaching
has also led to extirpation of the animals although a few appear at the edge of
Gangtok town, the capital of the state especially in the forests near the zoo.
Despite local extirpation in the vicinity of major human settlements its extent of
occurrence has remained almost same all over the state. Its general abundance
has come down if compared to 1980s but still the bear is found in good numbers.
It is evident from the fact that as many as 70 cases of bear intrusion in human
habitations were reported in September–December 2009 in the state. Of these,
at least 30 bears (mostly lone animals) have entered habitations after straying
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from nearby forest in a single month, i.e., November 2009 alone. In the first case,
a bear had entered the suburbs of Gangtok and mauled three Forest Department
staff. It was captured and released back. The last one was shot dead by police at
Gangkha Nambong in South Sikkim on 28 November 2009.
In Sikkim, the protected area complex consisting of Kangchendzonga National
Park and Barsey Rhododendron Sanctuary with Singalila National Park of northern
West Bengal and Kanchenjunga Conservation Area, and adjacent reserved forests
forms a large wilderness with potential for long‐term conservation towards west.
Another complex comprising of Pangolakha Wildlife Sanctuary of East Sikkim
district with Neora Valley National Park of northern West Bengal extending across
border with Bhutan in the east. In addition, the ridge along Chumbi Valley of Tibet
extending up to North Sikkim district encompassing Kyongnosla Alpine and
Shingba Rhododenron Sanctuaries and several reserved forests also form a fairly
large habitat in the north. All these three areas still have contiguity through high
ridges with the other two larger complexes and because of this the entire area
has been included in the much larger Kanchenjunga Transboundary Conservation
Landscape (Kandel & Chettri 2011). This landscape is going to form the
‘Kangchenjunga Transboundary Conservation and Development Initiative in the
Hindu Kush Himalayas’ covering 14,432 km² of Sikkim, northern West Bengal,
Bhutan and Nepal.
Details of records in the protected areas, reserved forests and localities outside
these areas are listed in tables 22–24 and shown on figure 3.8. An action plan has
been prepared for conservation of bear species in Sikkim in 2012 (Sathyakumar
et al. 2012).
Gangtok, the capital of
Sikkim still have the
problem of straying
bears in its vicinity (the
forests seen behind)
resulting in conflict with
human.
Photo:
Anwaruddin Choudhury
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Table 22. The Asiatic black bear in the protected areas of Sikkim.
Name of Area

District

Size in
km²

Remarks

Barsey Rhododendron
Sanctuary (27º10´-13´,
88º02´-11´)
Fambong Lho WS (27º
10´-23´, 88º29´-35´)
Kangchendzonga NP
(27º 27´-53´, 88º03´-39´)
Kitam Bird Sanctuary
(27º 06´-07´, 88º20´-22´)
Kyongnosla Alpine
Sanctuary (27º22´-24´,
88º44´-45´)
Maenam WS (27º21´-25´,
88º21´-25´)
Pangolakha WS (27º09´22´, 88º35´-51´)
Singba Rhododendron
Sanctuary (27º43´-48´,
88º43´-46´)

W Sikkim

104

Common and frequently encountered. 1 person
injured at Sangku dentam on 21 October 2009. S, T

E Sikkim

52

Common and frequently encountered. 2 persons were
injured by bears just outisde in August 2010. S

W and N Sikkim

1,784

S Sikkim

6

Occasional. Rp

E Sikkim

31

Common and frequently encountered. A bear was
tranquilised near Tsomgo in 2012. S

S Sikkim

35

Common and frequently encountered. S

E Sikkim

128

Common and frequently encountered. S

N Sikkim

43

Common and frequently encountered. T

Common. Camera trapped up to 4,250m
(Sathyakumar et al. 2011). S

_____________________________________________

Table 23. The Asiatic black bear in the reserved forests of Sikkim.
Name of Area
Asam
Bushuk
Shotak
Chhange
Darap
Dokeythang
Tofung
Rayong

District
E Sikkim
″
W Sikkim
″
″
″
S Sikkim

Remarks
Not uncommon. These forests have contiguity with Kyongnosla Alpine
Sanctuary. S
Not uncommon. These forests have contiguity with Kangchendzonga
NP. S
A partly eaten carcass of a female found on 11 November 2009. S
1 injured at Upper Rimbi, near Geyzing in 2009. S
A 83kg bear shot dear by Forest Department personnel after it had
attacked livestock on 18 January 2008. S

The bear also occurs in many other reserved forests, some very small in size but adjacent to protected areas or
moderately large reserved forests. In many cases, the animals are just stray or recorded occasionally during
their movement to raid farms (maize fields, orchards, etc).
Some such reserved forests are: Amba, Barapathing, Bhasmey, Burdang, Burung, Chuzachen, Dhanuke,
Dikling, Karthok, Khani, Linku, Nimthang, Pachey, Pacheykhani, Parakha, Ralep, Rateychu, Salingay, Sitey,
Sumin, Syari, Tal Lagyap, Tarpin, Tendong, Thekabong, Tinek, Tsaney Senti, Tumlabong, Yali (all in E Sikkim
district); Tong/Tung (N Sikkim district); Achalay, Pherek, Raksang, Reshi, Rimbi, Sakey, Sakyong, Tashiding,
Tatopani (all in W Sikkim district); Sumbuk, Melli Tribeni, Malbasey, Rabongla and Tumin (all in S Sikkim
district).
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Table 24. Some records of the Asiatic black bear from outside the protected areas and reserved
forests of Sikkim.
Name of Area
Bulbuley, near zoo,
Gangtok
Dalapchand, Rongli subdiv

District
E sikkiim
″

Kyongnosla

″

Ranipool

″

Satey Bazaar, Upper Sichey

″

Sichui, 15km from
Gangtok
Singtam
Sumuk Linzey
Swastik, Burtuk

″

Tadong, Gangtok
Tangsing, Sumik Linzay
GP, 50km from Gangtok

″
″

Upper Pakyong, Lingee
Dokaythang, Tikjhuk near
Geyzing (Gyalzing)
Geyzing (Gyalzing)

″
W Sikkim

″
″
″

″

Keochupari Lathang
Meli Khechoepalri
Tharpu

″
″
″

Yangtey
Lower Ship village,

″
N Sikkim

Remarks [post 2008 records]
1 bear was moving around in November 2009.
1 trapped by Forest Department on 14 December 2010. It had eaten
370 chicken in a farm. Later on released near Memencho lake.
Regularly visit dumping yards behind army camp from Kyongnosla
Alpine Sanctuary. Seen in August 2012.
1 came to a piggery farm at Saramsa Resort near Ranipool; later fled to
forest when Forest Department to tranquilise it, 17 November 2011.
3 Forest Department staff were injured while trying to catch a bear on
3 November 2009. Bear was later caught and released in Kupup forest
the next day.
2 Forest Department staff were injured while trying to catch a bear
on 3 November 2009. Later on it was caught and sent to zoo.
A woman was injured when she went for grass, 20 August 2011.
A farmer was attaked on 15 August 2010.
A Border Roads Organisation worker was injured on 9 December
2012.
A bear was seen in 2011.
1 adult female was shot dead by Forest Department after it had
injured a woman in a maize field on 19 August 2011. There was
attempt to tranquilise but could not be done.
A man was injured on 31 January 2012.
1 person was injured on 3 November 2009. 1 bear killed on 10
November 2009.
1 bear appeared near the town, the headquarters of W Sikkim on 28
July 2010.
1 person was injured on 12 August 2010.

Lower Tintek, Marchak

″

Nom Panang, Saffopassingdang GP
Passingdang, Upper
Dzongu
Raffong khola, Malling
Gangkha Nambong
Lower Namling basti,
Ralang

″

1 person was injured on 11 November 2009.
3 seen near Gayzing, Yuksom, Dupidara on 6 November 2009. They
attacked livestock; chased by Forest personnel.
1 bear appeared in the area casung panic in 2009.
A youth was killed near Lower Ship village, last week of November
2012.
Seen by villagers who reported to Forest Department, November
2009.
2 goats killed in July 2012.

″

A lady was attacked on 29 September 2011.

″
S Sikkim
″

1 woman was injured on 8 November 2009.
1 shot dead by police on 28 November 2009.
1 seen, which also killed livestock on 24 October 2009.

S= sighting of live or dead animal by the Principal Investigator or his assistants/guides;
Sk= preserved specimen [skull, skin, etc.] and photographs; T= tracks/footprints;
Rp= confirmed report by experienced hunters and other knowledgeable persons.
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3.2.9 TRIPURA

T

here are hardly any old literature that has reference of the Asiatic black
bear from Tripura although elephant, Gayal, etc., were mentioned
(Hamilton 1815). The state was formerly referred to as the Hill Tipperah.
The plain Tipperah is now in Bangladesh, forming Comilla, and other
districts. Lying at the edge of the Himalaya–Arakan mountain chain almost the
entire physiographic bulk of Tripura comprises low hills with small valley plains
between the ranges. The highest ranges are on its eastern side, covering Jampui
or Jampai Tlang (the highest point is 958m a.s.l., at Betling Sib or Be‐tlang‐sib).
The lowest elevations are in the riverbeds near the Tripura–Bangladesh border
(>10m a.s.l.). Other ranges are Longtarai, Atharamura and Baramura. Some recent
information on the Black bear is found in Choudhury (2001, 2013) and
Sathyakumar & Choudhury (2007).

The Baramura
Hill Range still
has a small
population of
Asiatic black bear.
Photo:
Anwaruddin
Choudhury
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Large tracts of once tree forest gave way to extensive bamboo brakes in Tripura due to jhum
cultivation and past timber operations. However, for bears such vegetation cover also provide
habitat.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury
_________________________________________________________________

The evidences including local reports and capture/rescue records indicate that
the Asiatic black bear once occurred all over the state from the low‐lying valleys
having less than 10m elevation to the hill ranges, which are also mostly below
300m asl. The first major blow came when India was partitioned in 1947 as a large
number of refugees from erstwhile East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) migrated to
Tripura and cleared all the valleys in 1950s and 1960s. The hill ranges also were
degraded due to jhum cultivation by the hill tribes. Despite such odds, the bear
continued to survive as is indicated by capture of cubs as recently as 2012–13.
Since around 1990, at least 23 bears were rescued and brought to Sepahijala zoo.
Between 2010 and 2013 five bear cubs were rescued and kept at bear rescue
centres are Kaziranga and Mehao (maintained by Forest Department in
collaboration with Wildlife Trust of India). Details of records in the protected
areas, reserved forests and localities outside these areas are listed in tables 25–27
and shown on figure 3.9.
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Table 25. The Asiatic black bear in the protected areas of Tripura.
Name of Area
Gumti WS (23º32’,
91º48’)
Trishna NP & WS
(23º32’, 91º48’)

District

Size in
km²

Gomati, Khowai and
Dholai
S Tripura

389

Remarks
Very rare but still occurs. S, Sk, T
Occasional. Rp

__________________________________________________________

Table 26. The Asiatic black bear in the reserved forests of Tripura.
Name of Area

District

Baramura Deotamura
Garji
Tekka
Tekka Tulsi
Kanchigang
Atharamura
Teliamura
Longtarai
Deo
Manu Chhailengta
Central Catchment
Damchara
Juri
Unakuti (Uttar and Dakshin)

S Tripura
″
″
″
″
Gomati
Khowai
Dholai
Dholai and N Tripura
″
″
N Tripura
″
Unakuti

Remarks
Capture record from the general area. S
Rp
Rp
Rp
Rp
Capture record from the general area. S
Rp
Sk
Rp
Rp
Rp
Sk
Sk
Rp

__________________________________________________________

Table 27. The records Asiatic black bear from outside the protected areas and reserved forests of
Tripura.
Name of Area

District

Remarks [post 2010 records]

Takchhaiya, Purba Rajnagar

Khowai

Gomati (general area)

Gomati

A three-month-old cub rescued by Forest Department from
a tribal hut in March, 2010. It was caught in Baramura hill
range when the villager went for collecting firewood.
1 cub rescued and sent to Bear Rescue Centre, April 2012.

Khowai (general area)

Khowai

1 cub rescued and sent to Bear Rescue Centre, May 2012.

Baramura

″

2 cubs rescued and sent to Bear Rescue Centre, April 2013.

S= sighting of live or dead animal by the Principal Investigator or his assistants/guides;
Sk= preserved specimen [skull, skin, etc.] and photographs; T= tracks/footprints;
Rp= confirmed report by experienced hunters and other knowledgeable persons.
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Among the protected areas, the Black bear has been reported from Gumti and
Trishna. The protected areas are relatively smaller and there is no contiguity with
larger range suggesting that long‐term conservation is unlikely.
An action plan has been prepared for conservation of bears in Tripura in 2012
(Gupta & Mondal 2012).
__________________________________________________________

Figure 3.9 Map of Tripura showing distribution and records of the Asiatic or Himalayan
black bear (for scale, refer Figure 1 on p. 13).
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3.3 CONSERVATION

3.3.1 THREATS

T

he Black bear still has large habitat in northeastern India, especially in
the Eastern Himalaya, Mishmi Hills and other hilly and mountainous
tracts covering Arunachal Pradesh, central Assam and smaller tracts in
some pockets of Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, northern
West Bengal, and Sikkim. Although its range has lost more than 50%
good forest cover since 1950 (based upon data of Forest Survey of India and
National Remote Sensing Agency; FSI 1993, 1997, 2011, NRSA 1983), the habitat
is still significant. The main threats to the species in the region are habitat loss
and poaching. Being a forest‐dwelling species, it needs continued occurrence of
good forest cover.
However, currently, POACHING, especially for its bile has taken the top position
as the most serious threat to Black bear in this region. Besides local poachers, the
poachers from Tibet also operate within India clandestinely, especially in far
eastern Arunachal Pradesh (Choudhury 2008). In most cases these Tibetan
poachers are not helped by locals but over the years they have become familiar
with the terrain and are not bothered about local help. They operate in the
summer months (due to snow fall it is not possible in winter). While most Tibetan
poachers take the materials directly across the border, the local poachers sell
them to the middlemen, mostly traders.
Prior to poaching for biles, Black bear along with a large number of mammals
and birds were poached by local hunters for meat supplement. The skins were
used in traditional headgear of many a tribes (Nagas, etc) and occasionally bags
were made of bear skins. Almost every household in the villages of Arunachal
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Skin of a ‘recently’ killed bear in
Papum Pare district, Arunachal
Pradesh, 2012. So far in none of the
states of NE India the poaching for
biles could be effectively checked.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury

________________________________________________________________________

Pradesh, Nagaland, Mizoram, and in the hilly areas of Assam, Manipur and Tripura
have at least one modern firearm such as single or double barrel gun or a .315
rifle. Those who can not afford to buy such modern arms go for traditional
muzzle‐loaders, which many villagers can manufacture them selves. In addition,
there are several types of crude snares, which are equally destructive to
mammals and birds.
Poachers target bears at different seasons. In the Himalayan foothills they
target at the advent of winter when the bears stray out of forest just before
‘hibernation’. But not all bears of the foothills ‘hibernate’ which is evident from
sightings and signs even in winter. In the hills and plains south of the
Brahmaputra, poaching is done round the year with peak during winter as during
summer monsoon movement inside forest becomes difficult. In the higher
elevations although it was assumed that during hibernation poaching may be on
the lower side but a recent study by Subba (2000) gave an alarming data. He
found that in Darjeeling and Kalimpong areas of northern West Bengal (and
apparently in the adjacent areas of Sikkim) as high as 30 to 40 % bears are killed
while hibernating inside the hollow of the trees. There are examples of large‐scale
incidence of poaching in some areas. For instance, at least 60 Black bears were
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fired at by the hunters of Shergaon in the surrounding forest in western
Arunachal Pradesh in 1999–2000, of these 40–45 could be obtained, rest fled after
being injured. These could be confirmed as body parts of most of those actually
obtained could be examined by the Principal Investigator. Most of the biles were
taken by middlemen/smugglers from eastern Bhutan. How many bears are
poached each year may never be known exactly but it is apparent that the figure
is ‘a few hundred’.
HABITAT LOSS is the other major threat to the survival of the Asiatic or
Himalayan black bear in NE India. Felling of trees for timber, jhum or slash‐and‐
burn shifting cultivation, construction of roads and dams, and expansion of
human habitations including setting up of new villages inside forest and to some
extent opencast mining of coal and limestone are the main reasons of habitat
loss. On the flat terrain of Assam, northern West Bengal and Manipur Valley, land
has been cleared for agriculture since long. The foothill areas and plains near the
edge are under tea cultivation. A large number of small growers in tea sector are
now expanding their network, which at many places are on forest land. The jhum
cultivation is a major concern in the hilly areas. In the high elevation areas of
Himalaya and Mishmi Hills, and to some extent in Naga Hills, large quantity of

An Idu Mishmi elder from Dibang Valley, Arunachal Pradesh. Note the bag made of Black bear pelt
(left). Although picturesque, the barren slopes near Mechuka, Arunachal Pradesh aptly tell about
collection of wood for room heating and fuel for decades (right).
Photos: Anwaruddin Choudhury

Results 81
wood is required in winter for room heating. The development of road network
has also indirectly helped timber operators to transport their logs. In Sikkim and in
Tawang in western Arunachal Pradesh, expansion of road network, and increasing
vehicular traffic and settlements are hindrances to smooth movement of bears at
may places.
Many large dams have been proposed in Arunachal Pradesh, and also in
Manipur and Mizoram, which are likely to submerge some bear habitat. A few of
these dams are already under construction. These dams are going to have serious
adverse impact on the Black bear and other species as well. The reasons being: (a)
large stretches of forest area will be submerged; (b) construction of infrastructure
and road network will further destroy forest habitat; (c) more than 50,000 (could
be much more also if the works progress simultaneously) labourers would be
working in Arunachal Pradesh alone. These labourers will cut trees for their use
and also deposit waste in the area, and (d) many of these labourers will resort to
poaching, mainly snaring by crude traps and illegal felling as has been experienced
elsewhere. Dams are required for generation of hydro‐electricity and overall
development; however, in such biodiversity rich areas like NE India a careful
approach is necessary. A couple of big dams on the tributaries of the major rivers
and several medium to smaller dams on other rivers in a phased manner could
have been better alternative. Unfortunately, the EIA (Environmental Impact
Assessment) reports for these projects are in most cases not up to the mark
(Choudhury 2002, 2007). Lack of any downstream impact assessment and

Limestone mining in the
southern part of Khasi Hills,
Meghalaya. Opencast mining
of limestone and coal are a
conservation concern in parts
of North East India.
Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury
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Jhum or slash-and-burn shifting cultivation is part of local culture and tradition of the hill tribes of
NE India but of late it has become a conservation issue mainly due to increase in population and
reduction in jhum-cycle (left). Wood still forms the major source of fuel in the rural areas of NE India
(right).
Photos: Anwaruddin Choudhury
________________________________________________________________________

subsequent provisions for follow up actions in the projects has resulted in
resistance in some areas of Assam also.
Coal and limestone mining in Garo Hills, Khasi Hills and Jaintia Hills of
Meghalaya, coal mining in Patkai Range in Assam, and exploration and mining of
mineral oil in eastern Assam and adjacent areas of Arunachal Pradesh are also
threats to Black bear habitat.
There are other issues such as road construction. Although construction of
roads is essential in remote and border areas, it had had its impact on the
biodiversity of the area. Firstly, laying or cutting of the road destroys forest
habitat and also result in landslide; secondly, a few thousand labourers from
outside camp at different locations. These labourers cut trees for their use and
also deposit waste in the area, and many of these labourers resort to poaching.
Lack of enforcement and inadequate enforcement in many of the protected areas
is also a factor for unchecked poaching. In many of the mountainous areas, lack of
easy access has resulted in natural protection to a great extent (e.g.,
Kangchendzonga NP, Mehao NP, Dibang WS, Namdapha NP and Kamlang WS).
A major concern for the species in some areas such as Tripura, plains of
northern West Bengal and Meghalaya is its small and fragmented populations,
which is a threat for its long‐term survival.
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End of a supposed conflict! This cub died after being
injured by villagers in Saraspur near Gumra, Cachar
district on 11 December 2013. Interestingly (and
strangely too) the villagers claimed that it was
damaging their paddyfield! Bears do not damage
paddy and a cub like this can not do any sort of harm
but there is a tendency among people of mobbing and
attacking any species that come out near human
habitation.
Photo courtesy Samayik Prashanga

___________________________________________________________

HUMAN–BEAR CONFLICT is also a serious issue in many parts of the range of the

Asiatic black bear. In Sikkim, and parts of Arunachal Pradesh it is a major issue in
some localities but sporadically it is present all over the NE India within the range
of the species. In these two states, the bears mainly damage maize fields while
sporadically and occasioanally crops such as pumpkin, gourd, jackfruit, etc., and
killing livestock. Instance such as 70 cases of bear intrusion in human habitations
in September–December 2009 in Sikkim is just an example of gravity of the
situation. In other parts of the region, it is relatively less. Many conflicts where
there are human casualties or injury actually take place inside forest where
people go for firewood or other forest produce collection, or close encounters
took place suddenly. In some cases it was poachers who were injured or got killed
but the claim is always that it was a case of ‘bear attack’ with blame squarely on
the bears. Opening up of forest for farming and for logging is also one of the
major causes of more frequent encounters between human and bear.
An interesting phenomenon observed among the Black bears at the Himalayan
foothills is straying out of forest even where there is large contiguous habitat in
good condition. Similar behaviour has also been observed in case of Gaur Bos
gaurus (Bhattacharya et al. 1997). In the process, a few are getting killed every
year in Assam as they move inside villages. There are several such instances along
the southern fringe of Manas National Park and Tiger Reserve, and Buxa Tiger
Reserve involving both Gaur and the Black bear.
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3.3.2 PROTECTION STATUS

T

he Asiatic or Himalayan black bear is still widely distributed in almost all
over the region affecting all the states. It also occurs in a large number
of protected areas. Its presence in 71 protected areas and more than
180 reserved forests in NE India have been recorded (including stray
cases and historic records) (Box 1 on p. 5). However, its current status in many of
these areas is vulnerable and in some it is uncertain with no recent record. In
many protected areas and reserved forests, the numbers are a few individual or
stray animals without any value to long‐term conservation.
The species is protected under law in India. The country’s Wild Life (Protection)
Act, 1972 accorded it high conservation status, i.e., listed in Schedule II (II). This
schedule prohibits its killing or capture dead or alive unless declared otherwise
under law. IUCN (2013) has treated it as ‘vulnerable’ in view of ‘widespread illegal
killing and trade in parts, combined with loss of habitat indicate that this species is
likely declining in most part of its range, Southeast Asia and China’.
Area of habitat covered by different protected areas (national parks and wildlife
sanctuaries but not reserved forests) is about 19,500 km², which is approximately
a fifth of the potential habitat of the Asiatic black bear in the region. Nearly half of
the area under national parks and wildlife sanctuaries is in Arunachal Pradesh (Fig.
3.10).

Figure 3.10 Pie diagram
showing the proportion of
approximate habitat of the
Asiatic or Himalayan black
bear under Protected Areas
in different states and
under unprotected areas in
NE India.
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4.0 DISCUSSION

T

he most noteworthy feature of NE India in bear distribution is the fact
that four species occur in the region. Such high diversity of bears
(Ursidae) in a relatively small area (only about 8% of India’s geographic
area) is unique. The Asiatic or Himalayan black bear shares its habitat at
least in parts with the Sloth and the Malayan sun bears. Past overlapping with the
Brown bear in northern Sikkim is not known. Details of the range of all the bear
species in this part of India were lacking. Hence, a work was undertaken a few
years back that covered the Malayan sun bear and the Sloth bear (Choudhury
2011). The present work covered the relatively more abundant species, the
Asiatic black bear. Now all the bear species barring the Brown bear which has
very small range in the region have been covered by such exercise. Owing to
similar body colour and whitish patch on breast of the three species (excluding
the Brown bear) field identification by villagers, hunters or Forest Department
staffs who do not have detailed knowledge was unreliable and the results of
questionnaire surveys also remain somewhat doubtful.
The Black bear is under severe threat from poachers for biles. Since the
poachers carry only a small item, i.e., the gall bladder with biles, it is virtually
impossible to nab the culprits unless a special thrust is given with a large network
of informers involving ex‐poachers.
It has been recorded (including stray and historic records) in as many as 71
protected areas across the region. This is an update with very significant increase
from Choudhury (2013), and Sathyakumar & Choudhury (2007) where 57 and 35
sites respectively were listed. In three areas, there are no recent reports. In 51
protected areas, the area is fairly large or small but having contiguity with larger
habitat; hence, there is scope for future conservation. In the rest 20 areas, it is
either fragmented or too small in size without any possibility of long‐term
conservation or stray record. Nine conservation landscapes have been identified
for long‐term planning.
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5.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

F

ield surveys including camera trapping should be done in the areas
where the current status of the species is not known. Camera trapping
will also help population monitoring where poaching is very high.
z A mechanism need to be developed to estimate the approximate
number of bears in wild. Extrapolation of a few sample sites may not help in the
case of Black bear as ‘expected usual or normal density’ has been jeopardised by
high level of poaching at places.
z Although varations among different subspecies are not very significant, future
research icluding DNA studies may throw some light. Hence, while releasing wild
caught animals back to forest or while rehabilitating cubs reared in rescue
centres, the potential area of release may be selcted on the basis of known range
of the subspecies. The Environment & Forest Departments of Assam and other
northeasern states of India in collaboration NGOs (Wildlife Trust of India,
International Fund for Animal Welfare, etc) are rehabilitating/releasing bear cubs
after rescue and treatment. While the work is highly appreciable there is
likelihood of issues crop up in future. For e.g., cubs from south of the
Brahmaputra (range of the nominate subspecies) are likely to be released in areas
north of the river (range of the subspecies laniger), and some cubs from Tripura
(nominate subspecies) are likely to be released in eastern Arunachal Pradesh
where the range of subspecies mupinensis is likely to extend (further information
on subspecies are in p. 16). There also also ecological as well as behavioural
issues. The bears of Tripura and most of those found south of the Brahmaputra
either do not ‘hibernate’ or may do so (‘denning’!) for short period but those in
the higher elevations of the Himalaya and Mishmi Hills mostly do it during the
winter months.
z Unlike rhinoceros, elephant or tiger poaching where there is a mechanism to
apprehend the culprits as horns, tusk, bone or skin are easily detectable; the bear
poachers mostly go undetected. The gall bladder and bile can be carried in small
bags and it is impossible to identify unless somebody is specially trained and large
number of such people are spread out (which is unlikely!). The result is that the
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killing/poaching is going on unchecked. It is only the remoteness and difficult
terrain, which have provided some relief. Hence, special drive with strong secret
sources involving locals and ex‐poachers are the need of the hour if the bear is to
survive for long.
z The key protected areas should be given adequate protection with sufficient
guards and patrol posts. This will not only enhance protection to the Asiatic or
Himalayan black bear but all other species.
z Massive awareness campaign is also strongly recommended.

6.0 CONCLUSIONS

N

ortheastern India is still a major habitat of the Asiatic or Himalayan
black bear. In part of this region, it is sympatric with two other
species, the Malayan sun bear and the Sloth bear, which is unique in
the world. Large‐scale poaching is going on for its gall bladder and
bile all over the region. Although there are practical difficulties in detecting the
traded item being very small and could be easily confused.
►This is the first such detailed exercise on the species encompassing entire NE
India where attempt has been made to document the museum records, consult
many old documents, examine a large number of village collections and other
available records. Many hitherto unrecorded sites have been listed and mapped
for the first time.
►The number of protected areas with current or historic records of the Asiatic
black bear has increased substantially to 71 from 57 in Choudhury (2013), and 35
in Sathyakumar & Choudhury (2007).
►North Karbi Anglong Wildlife Sanctuary in Assam is one protected area where
continued presence of three species of bears is confirmed. The species are the
Asiatic black bear, Malayan sun bear and the Sloth bear.
►Nine landscapes for long‐term conservation of the Asiatic black bear have been
identified and listed in Appendix 1. These areas may be called BEAR CONSERVATION
LANDSCAPES.
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Appendix 1. Bear Conservation Landscapes.
Landscapes

Location

Area
(km²)

Arunachal
Pradesh

c. 15,000

2. Kanchenjunga Landscape: Kangchendzonga NP, Barsey Rhododendron Sanctuary, Shingba Rhododendron Sanctuary, Maenam WS,
Fambong Lho WS, Pangolakha WS, Kyongnosla Alpine Sanctuary,
Singalia NP, Senchal WS, Neora Valley NP, Mahananda WS,
Kanchanjunga Conservation Area, Torsa Strict Reserve and the adjacent
reserved forests. ABB, SLB (marginally)

Nothern
West Bengal,
Sikkim,
Bhutan and
Nepal

14,500

3. Dibang–Mehao–Chaglagam–Walong–Dichu Landscape: Dibang
WS, Mehao WS, Dichu RF, and adjacent unclassed forests. ABB, MSB(?)

Arunachal
Pradesh

c. 14,000

4. Namdapha–Kamlang Landscape: Namdapha NP, Kamlang WS,
Kamlang RF, Turung RF, Tengapani RF, Manabhum RF, Miao RF,
Diyun RF, Lai Anchal RF, Diyun Anchal RF and the Lohit Chapories.

Arunachal
Pradesh,

c. 5,000

Arunachal
Pradesh and
Assam

c. 3,500

6. Manas Landscape: Manas NP, Royal Manas NP, Phipsoo WS, Manas
RF, Daodhara RF, Batabari RF, Subankhata RF, Sukanjuli RF, Dihira
Proposed RF, Chirang RF, Ripu RF and Buxa Tiger Reserve. ABB, SLB.

Assam, West
Bengal and
Bhutan

c. 4,000

7. Dhansiri–Marat Longri–Intanki Landscape: Marat Longri WS,
Intanki NP, Dhansiri RF, Daldali RF, Lumding RF, Langting–Mupa RF
and adjacent smaller reserved forests. ABB, SLB, MSB.

Assam and
Nagaland

c. 2,200

8. Kaziranga–Karbi Anglong Landscape: Kaziranga NP, Laokhowa
WS, Burhachapori WS, North Karbi Anglong WS, East Karbi Anglong
WS, Kukurakata RF, Bagser RF, Panbari RF, Kochmora RF, Kaliyoni RF
and Lonke Tapu Proposed Conservation Reserve. ABB, SLB, MSB.

Assam

c. 1,400

9. Dampa Landscape: Dampa Tiger Reserve, Thorangtlang WS, Tut–
Langkaih RF, Bunghmun RF, Puankhai RF, Central Catchment RF, Manu
Chailengta RF, Deo RF, Inner Line RF (part) and Shingla RF. ABB, SLB

Mizoram,
Tripura and
Assam

c. 1,400

(with detailed list of Protected Areas and adjacent forests)

1. Magu–Lada–Taksing–Mechuka–Jorgging–Mouling Landscape:
Mouling NP, and unclassed forests extending from Magu in Tawang
district to Jorgging in Upper Siang district covering largely uninhabited
high elevation areas. ABB

ABB, SLB (marginally), MSB.

5. Pakke–Nameri Landscape: Pakke Tiger Reserve, Eagle’s Nest WS,
Sessa Orchid Sanctuary, Nameri NP, Sonai–Rupai WS, Papum RF, Tenga
RF, Doimara RF, Amortola RF, Behali RF, Balipara RF and Drupong RF.
ABB, SLB

(?), MSB.

ABB= Asiatic black bear; SLB= Sloth bear; MSB= Malayan sun bear
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