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Dear Donors,
It is my pleasure to announce that we provided over $85,256 in funding
for IBA’s grants programs in 2014.. Up $12,500 from 2013, these projects
and grants will ultimately protect bears and their habitat and foster a new
generation of young scientists and a trove of cutting edge bear research.
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Supporting research,
exchange, and
collaboration in
conservation of bears
around the world.
The International
Association for Bear
Research and Management
(IBA) is a volunteer
organization. Donations
to IBA’s Bear Conservation
Fund are not subject
to overhead.
100% OF YOUR GIFT GOES
DIRECTLY TO GRANTS!

Bears often live in regions of considerable political unrest, human
encroachment and war-derived chaos. This year, more than usual, the Bear
Conservation Fund (BCF) met with obstacles to inter-project cooperation and
ability to obtain research permits for some of our grantees. Our new grants
committee member resides in Venezuela and we were very concerned about
her safety during the political protests that were underway in February and
March. She locked herself in her house and didn’t go anywhere. Even so, she
was able to review the proposals and give her valuable input.
For the first time, the BCF provided multi-year funding for one project
instead of requiring additional proposals in subsequent years. Our hope is
to have enough funding in the 2015 cycle to set aside funds for more multiyear project requests. This is of great value to the grant recipients because it
means they have a guarantee of funds for critical parts of their research going
forwards, and it allows BCF to support larger projects.
This year the BCF funded two projects on American black bears with
the intention to develop new technology with potential application in
conservation research in other countries and bear species. One project
investigates the use of aviation drones for bear research, while the other
develops models of habitat selection by bears as delivered by camera
traps and DNA analysis of snagged hair. The latter project is important in
that capturing bears is extremely difficult in some places, either because of 1

logistics, costs, terrain, low densities of bears or extreme caution on the part of the animals. Thus, developing
techniques that do not require handling of bears can advance understanding quickly.
Much to our sorrow, we lost Fred Dean, our Research and Conservation Grants Committee Chair. Before
he passed, Fred said we could easily double the number of grants we fund and double the amounts given
to each project. The BCF has many more worthy requests than we have been able to fund. More than twenty
years ago we capped single year grant requests at $10,000 and multiyear requests at $15,000. With inflation,
this needs to be revised.
Our fundraising committee has a new member, Iris Mazurek. She joins Julia Bevins, Brian Scheick and
Karen Noyce. She lives in London and the BCF will be expanding its fundraising activities across the Atlantic.
You can reach her at IrisMazurek@bearbiology.com.
We’re proud of the projects completed this year, a couple of which have delivered outstanding results for
bear conservation. Ine Dorresteijn studied landscapes in Romania and Transylvania where humans and bears
have coexisted for centuries. She found that coexistence was facilitated by large forest blocks connected to
the bears’ primary habitat in the Carpathian Mountains, by tolerance among shepherds, and by traditional
livestock herding practices such as the use of guard dogs and nightly confinement. A large portion of her
work was funded by the BCF. This is a small investment for a great outcome, one that we expect will
result in healthier brown bear populations in Europe going forwards as development encroaches and
lifestyles change.
Using museum records, village collections and old documents, Dr. Anwaruddin Choudhury mapped
current and past ranges of three different species of bears throughout North East India. He was able to
identify one wildlife sanctuary where Malayan sun bears, sloth bears and
Asiatic black bears were confirmed, providing the basis to seek a designation
TABLE OF CONTENTS
of this sanctuary as a “Bear Conservation Landscape” of global significance.
Donor Letter...................1
In addition, he outlined nine other landscapes in East India important for
In Memoriam...................3
long-term conservation of the Asiatic black bear. His work was supported in
Donor List ......................4
full by the BCF.
This has been a year of triumph in that we’ve been able to continually
expand our donor base and funds raised, but also one of increasing
challenges as human encroachment, poaching of bears, human-bear conflicts
and climate change continue to take their toll on bear populations around
the world.
Thank you, donors, for providing for what has been a banner year. We
welcome your continued support. Your questions and comments are always
appreciated. With many thanks,

Julia Bevins
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IN MEMORIAM: FRED DEAN
Chair of the Research and
Conservation Grants Committee
Fred Dean, Chair of the Resarch and Conservation Grants
Committee died on the 28th of November of 2014. For the
BCF, this is a great loss. Fred chaired the committee for 14
years with diligence, attention to detail, and integrity. He
had a key role in shaping the program into what it is now.
So much of the success of the Bear Conservation Fund
relates to his oversight. Moreover, the kind assistance that
he gave to grant applicants and recipients throughout their
projects was above and beyond all expectation. Many
recipients over the years have expressed their gratitude for
the supportive relationship that Fred provided in navigating
their IBA-funded projects.
Our wise and
wonderful past
grants committee
chair, Fred Dean.
top: photo by
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Just prior to his death, Fred received the International
Bear Association’s (IBA’s) Distinguished Service Award for
his service to the organization. This is the third time in the
history of the IBA that such an award has been given.
In the wake of Fred’s death, Dr. Paolo Ciucci has agreed
to take the reins of the Research and Conservation Grants
Committee. Paolo is a professor and wildlife research
scientist at the University of Rome, where he teaches
Animal Ecology, Wildlife Ecology and Management, and
Field Techniques. He has led the large carnivore studies in
Abruzzo National Park, and is an eminent expert on both
wolves and bears.
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DONOR LIST
Thanks for their generous support of the
Bear Conservation Fund
Riley and Susan Bechtel		
Julia Bevins		
Jacob Briggs		
Allan Brody		
Kadya Chavkin		
Glenn Contreras		
Doug and Annabel Custance		
Charles and Nancy Evans		
Lauri Ferguson Craig
Dave Graber		
Homer Bear Fund*			
Linda Jensen		
John Sheldon Bevins Memorial Foundation
Carole Jorgensen		
Dick Koskovich		
Little Rock Zoo			
Tami Lubitsh		
Kathy Morrison		
Dr. Teresa Neeno		
Karen Noyce		
Kirsty Officer		

Susan Olsen		
Eric Peterson		
Joshua Pierce		
Jodie Pongracz		
Megan Price		
Joan Rog		
Mike Schneider		
Pixie Siebe		
Katharine Snyder		
Helen Stahmann		
Sandra Stevens		
Danielle Strahl-Heldreth
Leigh Thomas		
Leo Vait		
Scott Waterman		
Linda and Leon Webber		
Little Rock Zoo			
and other generous donors who
wish to remain anonymous
* a donor-advised internal endowment
This donor list reflects the 2013-2014
funding cycle ending March 1st, 2014.
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ABOUT US
About the International Association for
Bear Research and Management (IBA)
The International Association for Bear Research and Management (IBA) is a non-profit 501.c3 tax-exempt
organization open to professional biologists, wildlife managers, and others dedicated to the conservation
of all 8 bear species. The organization has over 550 members from over 50 countries. It supports the
scientific management of bears by funding research and distributing scientific information. The IBA
sponsors international conferences on all aspects of bear biology, ecology, and management, supporting
face-to-face networking and exchange of current information. The IBA also publishes Ursus, a
journal of peer-reviewed scientific papers.

IBA Mission Statement Goal: The goal of the International Association for Bear
Research and Management (IBA) is to promote the conservation and restoration of
the world’s bears through science-based research, management, and education.
About the Bear Conservation Fund
The Bear Conservation Fund (BCF) is a program of the International Association for Bear Research and
Management (IBA), created to manage funds for IBA’s grants programs. Donations to the BCF come from
annual charitable distributions of the John Sheldon Bevins Memorial Foundation and the Homer Bear
Conservation Fund, an IBA donor-advised endowment, as well as from generous individual donors and
zoos. The Bear Conservation Fund was initiated in 2004 to expand a 12-year conservation grants program
funded by the Bevins Foundation. Now, each year the BCF brings in approximately $80,000 that supports
6-10 Research & Conservation grants, 1-4 Experience and Exchange Grants, several Conference Travel
Grants, and a small grant to the Action Fund of the IUCN Bear Specialist Group.
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RESEARCH AND CONSERVATION GRANTS FOR 2014: 10 SKETCHES

THOMAS SHARP, TOM SMITH,
KARTICK SATYANARAYAN, GEETA SESHMANI
Reducing Sloth Bear Attacks, India
photos by
Thomas Sharp

Sloth bear attacks on humans are a quickly growing
threat to the conservation of this species. In India, it
is estimated that roughly 1,000 people are attacked
by sloth bears every year, and many of these attacks
result in death for the human victim. In the wake of
sloth bear attacks on humans, desire to conserve the
species is eroded and there is retaliatory killing. Most
people living in sloth bear habitat do not have tools to
protect themselves, such as guns or bear spray, and are
not always aware of the best ways to avoid encounters
How important is the IBA grant to the
or conflicts with this species. Additionally, there is not
overall success of your project?
currently a prescribed set of tactics one should use when
“The IBA grant makes up a significant portion being attacked by a sloth bear.
of the funds and has helped us procure
additional funds. The IBA grant also opened
conversations with other members of the
IBA, all which have been very helpful to the
project’s success.” Thomas Sharp

Thomas Sharp, Kartick Satyanarayan, Geeta
Seshamani, and Tom Smith have developed a
questionnaire and interview procedure for people
who have been subject to sloth bear attacks. Based
on this research, Thomas and his team will develop
recommendations and a training program to help people
avoid encounters with sloth bears or if an encounter
does occur, be better able to interpret bear behavior to
successfully avoid an attack or at least minimize injuries.
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ANDREA MOREHOUSE
Alberta, Canada - Does Intercepting
feeding reduce livestock predation?
In southwest Alberta, grizzly bear predation of
livestock is a major concern, particularly in the spring.
This has been enough of an ongoing problem that
since 1998, ungulate carcasses have been placed in
remote areas each spring to “intercept” bears upon den
emergence to reduce spring depredation of cattle. This
program is expensive and its efficacy has not yet been
addressed.

from left to right:
A grizzly bear rubs at a
rub tree located at an
intercepting feeing site,
Road killed ungulate
carcasses are slung via
helicopter each spring
to remote areas.
photos by
Andrea Morehouse

Andrea’s research examines the use of intercept
feeding sites by bears while concurrently tracking
trends in springtime conflicts between grizzly bears
and ranchers. If intercept springtime feeding of bears is
found to be effective, this strategy has potential for
much broader application in other parts of the world
where bears prey on livestock. Intercept feeding may
be one more tool for the toolbox where bear-human
conflicts exist.
How important is the IBA grant to the overall success of your project?
“IBA funds are important to our overall success. We are using IBA funds for genetic
analysis, our most significant cost. IBA funds have ensured the successful completion of
that portion of my project.” Andrea Morehouse
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JACK KLEINER
Marking behavior of the
Andean Bear, Peru
Jack Kleiner
collecting data in
the dry forests of
Northern Peru.
photo by
Jack Kleiner

The Andean bear is one of the least known species of
bear. Jack is investigating bear marking behavior in the
dry forests of Northern Peru. The goal of this work is to
look at the distribution and characteristics of bear scent
marking sites. His hypotheses are that Andean bears
prefer marking at sites with specific characteristics and
in areas frequently used by other bears as a form of
bear to bear communication. Jack and his team hope
to unravel some of the patterns within this marking
behavior and identify habitat traits of sites preferred
by bears for scent marking.
How important is the IBA grant to the overall
success of your project?
“I am extremely grateful to the IBA as the grant I have been
awarded will cover all of my project costs.” Jack Kleiner
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ANDREW LADLE
Brown bear response to
backcountry recreation, Canada
How does backcountry recreation impact grizzly
bears? Using a combination of trail cameras and GPS
radiocollars, Andrew hopes to identify how grizzly
bears are responding to ATVs, hikers, horseback-riders
and other types of recreational activity in the eastern
foothills of the Canadian Rocky Mountains. Additionally,
Andrew will compare different methods biologists use
to estimate the numbers of bears in an area, including
DNA sampling, trail cameras and radio-telemetry. His
work has broad implications for managers of parks and
preserves whose mandate is to preserve grizzly habitat.

photos by
Andrew Ladle

How important is the IBA grant to
the overall success of your project?
“The funds received from IBA this year were
extremely important, making up almost 20%
of funding. Without it, our budget would
have been over-stretched and the quality
of the data we are collecting would have
suffered.” Andrew Ladle
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BRIAN CRUDGE, MIKE BROCKLEHURST,
LORRAINE SCOTSON
Poaching of bears in Lao PDR
This project supports community-led snare collection
in Lao PDR and seeks to build law enforcement capacity
among rangers from the Provincial Office of Natural
Resources and Environment (PONRE). The project will
assess the efficiency of certain strategies for patrols
led by a team of community members and a team of
rangers. Monitoring is conducted by a Lao masters
student. Indicators of efficiency include: kilometers
patrolled; number of snares removed per
kilometer patrolled; and patrol coverage of
the protected area.

Photo of Lao MSc
student, Phianxay
Xiongyiavong (front
left), discussing
patrol strategies
with community
members.
photo by
Brian Crudge

How important is the IBA grant to
the overall success of your project?
“IBA funding is crucial to the success of this
project. This is the first multi-year Resarch and
Conservation Grant and with funding secured
for 2015, we have been able to seek and secure
additional funding to conduct complimentary
activities such as an advanced ranger training
course and ranger experience exchange to a
site in Cambodia with a high standard of law
enforcement. It is hoped that these activities will
improve the over-all protection of bears and bear
habitat.” Brian Crudge

The project was initiated in 2012 with an emergency
snare patrol following the discovery of heavy-duty
snare-line fences designed to catch bears and other
large terrestrial mammals. In 2013 the patrols resulted in
the removal of over 1,000 snares. And in 2014, the first
year of the current project, no new snares were found
during the entire snare patrol season (July-Oct). It is too
early to tell but it may be that the expense of building
the snare-line fences coupled with the increased risk
of not seeing a return on that investment (due to the
efforts of the snare patrol teams) may act as a significant
deterrent to poachers.
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MIKE EVANS
Black Bears and Human
Development in Connecticut, USA
Mike Evans at one
of his hair sampling
corrals, taken by a
camera purchased
with IBA funds.
photo by
Mike Evans

What do black bears do in response to human
development? What sorts of development affect
dispersal, human-bear conflicts, foraging, denning and
numbers of bears in an area? Utilizing sophisticated
models and non-invasive genetic sampling of bears
in Connecticut, Mike will describe landscapes that
support healthy black bear populations and mitigate
human-bear conflicts. For example, Mike’s research has
found that where housing is interspersed with forest,
conflicts between bears and people are more common,
and that bears prefer these urban-forest combinations
over rural forests. His research will help us plan future
development more wisely when it comes to bears.
How important is the IBA grant to the
overall success of your project?
“The IBA grant is critical to making my research relevant and
applicable to the management of bears in Connecticut. Most
of my work is based on genetic methods, that are prohibitively
cost and time intensive for state agencies to apply in population
monitoring. Additionally, I am applying for a dissertation
improvement grant from the National Science Foundation,
and proof of past project funding is part of the criteria used to
evaluate proposals.” Mike Evans

11

MARK DITMER
Bears and
Drones
Mark’s research tests the possible effects of
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) or drones on black
bear behavior and physiology. Drones are a promising
new research tool for making observations of wildlife.
However, drones differ from regular aircraft in that
they are frequently flown low over a landscape, and
they could upset the very systems they are
designed to study.

photos by
Mark Ditmer

How important is the IBA grant to
the overall success of your project?
“The grant makes up about 50% of our budget
and this research would not have been possible
without it.” Mark Ditmer

Mark has placed GPS collars on bears in order to
monitor movement and inserted cardiac biologgers
under the skin of those animals, thereby obtaining a
continuous record the heart rate. Heart rate reflects
both activity/movement and stress responses of bears.
He is looking at this data in relation to drone flights to
determine if bears react behaviorally or physiologically.
Mark also hopes to adapt drone technology to capture
extended video footage of bear behavior.
Preliminary findings suggest that bears are very
aware of the approach of drones and increase activity
levels during flights. Understanding whether drones
have potential negative impacts on bears may mean
drone use should be curtailed around critically
endangered bear populations. Conversely, should they
be found harmless, they could be a great research tool.
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ANTHONY PAGANO
The effects of declining sea ice on polar
bear behavior and energetic rates
Recent declines in polar bear populations, body
condition scores, and survival rates have been linked
to declines in sea ice. The mechanisms driving these
declines are partially understood and energetics (energy
input and output) is key. This project utilizes recently¬
developed tagging technology (accelerometers) to
remotely identify wild polar bear behaviors and estimate
energetic demands. These data will be linked with
concurrently collected GPS locations from satellite
collars to examine how polar bear behaviors and
foraging are affected by sea ice conditions and seasons.
This research will bring further understanding of how
climate change affects polar bears.

photo by
Anthony Pagano

How important is the IBA grant to
the overall success of your project?
“Support from the IBA has been vital in funding
the captive research related to this project,
which is an essential component for remotely
identifying the behaviors and estimating the
energetic rates of wild polar bears.”
Anthony Pagano

This is the second year of research for Antony and
preliminary results suggest solitary adult female polar
bears in the spring have greater metabolic demands,
and hence greater food requirements, than previously
believed. Additional results are pending analyses and
further data collection.
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BYRON WECKWORTH
Brown bear ecology and human conflict
on the Tibetan Plateau, China

from top left
clockwise:
Community
meeting in Yaqu
village, Household
interview, Solar
panel for electric
fence and
Reinforced windows
for bear damage
prevention.
photos by
Byron Weckworth

How important is the IBA grant to
the overall success of your project?

Byron and Liu’s research is focused on addressing the
knowledge gaps in Tibetan brown bear behavior and
ecology. They plan to identify the bear’s role within the
carnivore community on the Tibetan Plateau, provide
solutions to human-bear conflict and ultimately provide
information for a comprehensive conservation plan.
Byron and Liu are using advanced research methods,
from satellite phone GPS collars and molecular diet
analysis to targeted social science interview protocols
in house-to-house community level interactions. In
the field and in the lab they combine the knowledge
and experience of Chinese, Tibetan and
“Western” approaches.
Their research is still very much in the data collection
phase, for both ecological and community projects.
However, one stark finding thus far is that in the
communities where they are conducting their work,
between 70-90% of homes are broken into by bears
at least once per year, some homes are broken into
multiple times. It is little wonder as to why bears are
viewed so negatively across the region.

“The IBA grant is an extremely valuable. While we do have funding for other parts of our broader research program,
we do not have much money that can be targeted directly toward bear-specific research. The addition of IBA funds
allows us the luxury of highlighting that work and will hopefully lead to increased funding for brown bear research in
the future.” Byron Weckworth
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PAMELA WONG
Aging Polar
Bears
In order to understand polar bear population trends,
scientists need data on numbers, sex and age structure.
Currently, scientists age polar bears by tooth growth and
wear, requiring bears be chemically immobilized and a
small tooth removed. Noninvasive methods informed by
Inuit traditional knowledge promise to provide frequent,
safer, and far less expensive data.

photo by
Pamela Wong

How important is the IBA grant to
the overall success of your project?
“The IBA grant is important in establishing and
maintaining the necessary relationships with
northern communities to collect samples for
this research. This grant partially funds sample
collection and travel expenses to Nunavut
communities to engage Inuit hunters and elders
to participate in this work. Strengthening research
relationships with communities will build capacity
and stimulate long-term involvement in polar
bear monitoring programs.” Pamela Wong

Pamela’s research combines genetic and Inuit
traditional knowledge to develop new methods of
estimating polar bear age. Telomeres––repetitive
sequences at the ends of chromosomes––may serve
as indicators of aging and can be measured from
DNA isolated from tissue samples. Telomere lengths
decline with age in humans and other animals. Pamela
will investigate how telomeres vary between polar
bears according to gender, age, body size and with
environment.
Inuit hunters have traditional means of identifying sex
and age of polar bears from tracks and during encounters
on the ice. By documenting these Inuit perspectives and
combining this with telomeric aging, Pamela’s research
aims to develop less invasive, Inuit-based alternatives to
monitoring polar bears and assessing population trends.
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INCOME REPORT CARD
AND ALLOCATIONS
Information & Charts
Donations received between March 1, 2013 and February 28, 2014, provided $85, 256 for 2014 grants.
Once again, in 2014, IBA was able to allocate 100% of BCF donations to grants, taking no overhead.
Private donations from individuals continue to comprise an increasing proportion of annual revenues
relative to the John Bevins Memorial Foundation, IBA’s initial funding source, and the Homer Bear
Conservation Fund, IBA’s internal endowment. Private donations ranged in size from $25 - $20,157.
and BCF appreciates donations of any size. Every dollar helps bear conservation.
As allocated by the IBA Council, Research & Conservation Grants received 88% of all program
funds. Conference Travel Grants 9%, and the BSG Action Fund 3%.
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RESEARCH AND
CONSERVATION GRANTS
1993 – 2014 Cumulative Statistics

Since 1993, the IBA has supported 146 grants
for a total of $802,993 US dollars for bear
conservation research.

THANK YOU DONORS!
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ALLOCATION OF RESEARCH AND
CONSERVATION GRANTS
1993 – 2014 by Region

The Research and Conservation Grants Committee works
towards a global balance in research dollar allocations,
serving bears wherever they exist.
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DONATE BY FEBRUARY 15 TO BENEFIT 2015 GRANTS (AWARDED IN MARCH 2015)

DONATE ONLINE! www.bearbiology.com
OR CONTACT US! Julia Bevins, BFC Chair: BCF@bearbiology.com 19

