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IBA is a volunteer organization.
Donations to the Bear Conservation
Fund are not subject to overhead; all
funds go directly to programs

Message from the Chair
The ultimate success of a program lies in what it puts in
motion. In this annual report, we take the opportunity to
revisit several of the projects and people that the Bear
Conservation Fund has supported through IBA’s grants
programs in recent years. I believe that you will be
pleased to see where they have gone since our initial investment in their work, and the continuing conservation impacts of those investments — for
bears, for wild habitat, and for the people and
communities that live with them.
I believe that the success of our grants programs
has a lot to do with the nature of IBA as an organization. As a group of scientists, field researchers, and conservationists ourselves, we
have the advantage of experience in choosing
which among the proposals we receive are most likely to
succeed. IBA’s close working relationship with the World
Conservation Union’s Bear Specialist Group (BSG)
means that prioritization of conservation need is an integral factor in choosing where to direct our grant funds.
,
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Sunset over Cerro Venado, Parque Arqueologico y

Equally important, though, is that IBA is an organization committed to fostering partnerships, exchange,
and collegiality, and to supporting the professional
growth of young conservation scientists. IBA’s support
of new research goes a great deal further than just
providing money. All grant recipients become members of IBA, and thereby become part of a network of
professionals eager to encourage them, aid them in
their endeavors, and to hear the results of their work.
I hope that as you read the following pages, you will
be gratified to learn of the new work made possible by
your generosity last year, and to see the continuing
cascade of conservation results from work first set
into motion by your past donations. Many thanks.
Karen Noyce, Chair
Bear Conservation Fund
30 November, 2010

Ecologic de Batan Grande: see Page 10
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Research and Conservation Grants

Locations of IBA Research & Conservation Grants Projects

Awarded 2010
ASIA

Records of sloth bear and Malayan bear in north-east India ∙ Anwaruddin
Choudry ∙ The Rhino Foundation for nature in NE India
Population status and conservation needs for Himalayan brown bears in central
Korakorum Conservation Complex, Gilgitr-Balitan Province, Pakistan ∙
Mohammed Ali Nawaz ∙ Snow Leopard Trust
Resource use and habitat utilization of Malayan sun bear (Helarctos
malayanus) in Harapan Rain Forest, Sumatra ∙ Vicki Powell ∙ Harapan Rain
Forest
1993 -2003
2004 - 2009
2010

Locations of Research & Conservation Grants,1993—2010

$

5,700

4,650

7,250

Assessment of abundance, distribution, movements, and breeding patterns of
the Gobi bear in the Great Gobi Strictly Protected Area A, Mongolia ∙ Harry
Reynolds ∙ Reynolds Alaska Wildlife Associates

5,100

Spatial distribution, ecology, and conservation status of Asiatic black bear
(Ursus thibetanis) and Malayan sun bear (H. malayanus) in Lao Peoples
Republic ∙ Lorraine Scotson ∙ Bristol University

6,225

SOUTH AMERICA

Allocation of Donations Received in 2010

Documenting and mapping the presence of Andean bears in the southern limits
of their range in Bolivia ∙ David MacKinnon ∙ Prometa
NORTH AMERICA

Grizzly bear response to open-pit mine development in west-central Alberta,
Canada ∙ Bogdan Cristescu ∙ University of Alberta
TOTAL $ 41,425
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($3,576 reserved for 2011)

7,500

5,000
IBA
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2010 Grant Recipient Profiles:
Research and Conservation (R&C)

Experience and Exchange (E&E)

First assessment of sun bears and
Asiatic black bears in Lao PDR

Canine help for bear research and
management in Ecuador

Lorraine Scotson, 2010 R&C grant recipient, recently
completed the first assessment of bears in Lao PDR, at
the Nam Et Phou Louey National Protected Area (NEPL
NPA). Now Scotson is making plans to similarly assess
the separate occurrence of sun bears and Asiatic black
bears nationwide. “With the information gained...we will
know what the next steps are. A clear picture of what
threatens wild populations can only give us the tools to
conserve them.”

Bears are not easy to catch in the mountains of Ecuador.
Despite this, Armando Castellanos , through dedication
and persistence, has acquired some of the best data in existence on use of habitat and space by Andean bears. Lori
Homstol, a Canadian researcher, heard of Armando’s unsuccessful attempts to use dogs to capture bears for his
research. All the dogs he tried were afraid when they
scented bear. Lori thought that maybe she could help.
She regularly used her trained Karelian Bear Dog to capture American black bears in British Columbia. She contacted Armando and offered her services.

Scotson first travelled to southeast Asia as a volunteer at
Free the Bears Cambodian sanctuary. While there, she
eagerly acquired the skills for scientific assessment of
population status, accompanying a Conservation International team as they worked in the field in the Cardamom
Mountains (a project supported by IBA ) and attended a
training workshop offered by Gabriella Fredriksson and
Rob Steinmetz (both also previous IBA grant recipients).

A $1500 E&E grant flew Lori and dog Sisko to Ecuador in
April for 3 weeks. A local drought meant that bears were
not in the crop fields in their usual numbers. Nevertheless,
Sisko demonstrated he was quick to detect fresh bear
scent and ready to perform. He also showed no hesitation
when the team responded to a request for help from a village where a bear was killing cows.

© Lori Homstol
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Scotson’s enthusiasm for the work with her local team of
field assistants is obvious. Her chief assis“Funding from the IBA means more
tant, Oudone, now a graduate student, continues the research at NEPL NPA , and is the
than just money to me as I am proud
first Lao national to do bear-related research
to know that the importance of my
in the country. “ Laos is such a beautiful
work is recognised by the international
country and could be globally important for
bear community.”
sun bears and moon bears,” says Scotson.
Lorraine Scotson,
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2010 R&C grant recipient

“My small study has helped to bring bears to
the forefront of people’s minds.”

Though Sisko never had the chance to showcase his full
abilities, what he did do was convincing. Lori reports the
Andean Bear Project now has their own Karelian puppy to
train. “I plan to help out in any way that I can”, she says.
IBA

“ This experience taught me a lot about the challenges in South America in
researching and mitigating conflict. I know that this is the
beginning of a new partnership”
Lori Homstol, 2010 E&E grant recipient

The Bear Conservation Fund

BCF Trajectories:
Examples of conservation set in motion

Conservation of Endangered Gobi Bears
Support from the BCF has had far-reaching consequences for the rare
and endangered Gobi bear of southwestern Mongolia. Gobi bears, a
unique subspecies of brown bear, live in rugged desert mountains where
temperatures range from -35° to 115°F. Few bears remain in the wild and
none are in captivity. The harsh conditions make Gobi bears especially
vulnerable to effects of drought and global climate change.

Scientific assessment

+
Capacity building

Ecological understanding
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students with their first computer and internet experiences.

In 2004, IBA awarded a $6000 R&C grant to study this endangered population. Mongolian biologists, students, and rangers joined forces with international researchers to form the Gobi Bear Project Team. IBA’s support
was key in leveraging critical funds from the United Nations Development
Program, the Mongolian Ministry of Nature and Environment, and Beringia
South, a US-based non-profit wildlife conservation organization.

In 2009, a $1000 E&E grant from IBA sent a Mongolian graduate student to Alaska for training in addressing impacts of resource development on brown bears. A second R&C grant in 2010 trained a Mongolian scientist in genetic analysis. Genetics-based technology can now
become a foundation for conservation of many Mongolian species.
This grant leveraged support from Wildlife Genetics International, the
Calgary Zoo, and the Craighead Wildlife Wildlands Institute.

Since 2004, park rangers and students have been trained in field techniques for conservation management. Scientists have learned how bears
use resources in the Gobi desert, sometimes traveling more than 125 mi
between oasis complexes. Over 600 hair samples have been collected
and genetically analyzed to provide a statistically-rigorous up-to-date
population estimate of 22-31 remaining Gobi bears. Gobi Bear Children’s
Clubs have been established in village schools, educating about the importance of ecosystem biodiversity. New laptop computers are providing

The Gobi Bear Team received Mongolia’s National Friendship Medal,
the highest award given for service to country, and one team member
received the Honorable Environmentalist Award, the highest recognition given by the Ministry of Nature, Environment, and Tourism. The
future of the tiny Gobi bear population is not assured, but without
IBA’s support, made possible by the BCF, it’s doubtful that these advances in Gobi bear conservation would have occurred.

Public Education and
Awareness

Photos courtesy of Harry Reynolds

IBA

Political Will

Effective Planning and
Conservation
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BCF Trajectories (cont): Examples of conservation set in motion
Scientific assessment

+

Capacity building

Capacity Building in Colombian Parks
Deforestation, forest fragmentation, and poaching all threaten Andean (spectacled) bears in Colombia. Many populations inhabit
patches of habitat that may be too small to sustain them in the longterm. The Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS), with support from
IBA, is currently leading a program to coordinate their conservation.
A n ongoing challenge to coordinating local and regional actions in
country-wide conservation is that the status of bears in much of the
country is unknown. Venezuelan biologist Robert Marquez, of WCS,
sought support in 2007 from IBA and the US Fish and Wildlife Service. His ambitious initiative aimed to develop protocols and train
local personnel to conduct coordinated and standardized monitoring
of Andean bear abundance across the country. A grant from IBA enabled him to lead multiple workshops and extended field expeditions,
training 74 individuals from 13 National Parks, 2 Flora and Fauna
Sanctuaries, 8 Regional Environment Authorities, 4 NonGovernmental Organizations and a public services organization.
Training also helped participants design research to address concerns raised by local people, taking into consideration local habitat,
threats to bears, socio-economic impacts, and logistic capability.
A second IBA grant in 2010 is helping Robert evaluate and refine the
protocols of his Andean Bear National Monitoring Program (ABNMP)
and develop an ABNMP manual. Combining national monitoring with
targeted camera and DNA fingerprinting surveys, WCS and the NPU are estimating the
minimum number of individual bears in Chingaza National Park. Marquez and colleagues expect to obtain reliable assessment of population status of bears in key
areas within the next few years.
9
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Ecological
understanding

“The ... goals and activities of the
Andean Bear project are being
achieved with results that surpass
our initial expectations”

Robert Marquez, WCS
Project Coordinator, Colombia

Public Education and
Awareness

Political Will

Effective Planning and
Conservation

Science, Education, and
Protection in Peru
In April, 2010, a new park, “El Parque Arqueologico y Ecologic de Batan Grande”,
was created, protecting 45,478 hectares
( 176 mi2 ) of desert mountain habitat for
© Robyn Appleton
Andean (spectacled) bears in northwestern
Peru. The new archealogical and ecological SBC ’ s new Centro de Conservacion, Batan Grande, Peru
reserve links the Laquipampa Wildlife Refuge and the Pomac Forest Historical Sanctuary—-a significant step in preserving a conservation corridor for threatened dry tropical forest habitats. Just weeks
later, 450 people gathered in the town of Batan Grande to celebrate the opening of a new conservation center, which will serve local schools and community members.
Both events were direct outcomes of ongoing research by the Spectacled Bear Conservation Society
(SBC). In 2006, Robyn Appleton, Canadian founder of the SBC, and Javier Vallejos, her chief field
assistant, recognized the unparalleled opportunity for observational study of bears in the mountains
close to Batan Grande, where bears live perilously close to expanding human settlements, but are
largely unknown due to the inhospitable terrain. An IBA grant enabled the team to install cameras at
waterholes across the mountain and begin systematic study of bears’ use of this key resource.

Photo courtesy of Robyn Appleton

This work attracted the attention of Drs. Ron Swaisgood and Russ van Horn of the San Diego Zoo’s
Institute for Conservation Research, who recognized the immense scientific and conservation potential of the area, and a partnership was forged. Coupled with SBC’s impressive field experience and
community support, the Institute’s intellectual and monetary resources now help ensure SBC’s continued work and commitment to the bears and people of the area.
“Robyn has won the hearts of her Peruvian assistants and counterparts. Her accomplishments in both science and conservation are absolutely outstanding”
Dr. John Terborgh, Duke University
Director, Center for Tropical Conservation
& Cocha Casha Biological Station, Peru

In the field, SBC’s team continues to yield impressive new information on seasonal resource needs, behaviour, and ecology in this harsh habitat. In town, the
new conservation center is now “looking and functioning like a real ofIBA
fice”, reports Appleton. A local teacher heads up classification work in
the new protected area for the government and nearby archaeological
museum and has created a power point presentation that he is now
taking into local schools to teach about bears and conservation.
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BCF Trajectories (cont):
Where BCF Gets Its Funds
Thanks to the following , for
support of 2010 programs:
Zoological Society of San Diego
Harry Reynolds
Joan Rog
Tatjana Rosen
Tabitha Graves
Karen Noyce
Allan Brody
Laurie Ferguson Craig
Trina Smith and Ted Endres
Zoological Society of Buffalo
Debra Potts
Russ Van Horn
Marla Brin
Mertzanis Yorgos
Jon Swenson
Julie Horning
Jennapher Teunissen van Manen
Gabe Huang
Amanda Jorgenson
Kate Kendall
Plus other generous donors who
wish to remain anonymous

More conservation set in motion
A New Passion

John Sheldon Bevins Memorial Fund—Created in
1992 by the family of John Bevins, a young biologist with a passion for bear conservation, who was tragically killed, along with
his pilot, on a polar bear research flight over the Arctic. IBA receives 50% of the annual disbursement from this fund.

I… look back on getting
the IBA Experience and
Exchange grant as the
beginning of my life
with sloth bears.”
Thomas Sharp, E&E grant recipient, 2008

The Homer Bear Conservation Fund—This donoradvised IBA internal endowment fund was created in 2004 with
a generous gift from a supporter of IBA’s science-based approach to bear conservation. The fund is managed by Skaggs
Investments for annual yield and continued growth in corpus.
The fund supports grants for South American and Asian bears.
Zoological Societies— Zoos are a growing source of support for the BCF. A new IBA Conservation Education Committee
is exploring ways to increase partnership with zoos in educating the public about threatened bear species and conservation.
Private Donors— A key and growing source of funds, private donors provide about one-third of BCF’s funding.

International Association for
Bear Research and Management (IBA)
Officers
Dr. Frank van Manen (USA)President
Harry Reynolds III (USA)Past President
Karen Noyce (USA) Vice President,

Americas

An IBA E&E Grant took Thomas Sharp to India to work with Kartick Satyanarayan and Geeta Seshamani of Wildlife SOS. Known
for their work to eliminate the “dancing bear” tradition and illegal
trade in wild sloth bear cubs, Wildlife SOS also buys and protects
critical areas of bear habitat. During his stay, Thomas, a field
ecologist, helped design and conduct evaluation of habitat and
bear presence on one such area.
Sharp’s experience sparked a passion for sloth bear conservation
and by 2009, he was recognized for his growing expertise by an
invitation to join to sloth bear expert team of the IUCN Bear Specialist Group. Thomas is currently planning further field studies to
help obtain "fragile ecosystem" designation for a potential bear
preserve, located in an area increasingly impacted by mining.

Dr. Andreas Zedrosser (Norway/Austria)

Vice President, Eurasia

Dr. Diana Doan-Crider (USA)Secretary
Dr. Cecily Costello (USA) Treasurer
Councilors
Dr. Ximena Velez-Liendo (Bolivia)
Dr. Michael Proctor (Canada)
Dr. Shyamala Ratnayeke (USA/Sri Lanka)
Dr. Jon Swenson (Norway)
Koji Yamazaki (Japan)
Dr. Mei-Hsiu Hwang (Taiwan)

Opportunities for Giving:
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Annual gifts support current grants programs
Gifts to the BCF Endowment fund and bequests to IBA
build future programs
All donations received before March 1 go directly into 2011 grants
Give ONLINE at www.bearbiology.com or contact
Karen Noyce: karen_noyce@bearbiology.com
(218) 259-6686 (218) 492-4504

IBA

